
This edition of 

Catechist News 

has been held over 

till the new-year 

to include the 

most up to date 

information about 

the commencement 

of ethics classes. 

As you would be aware, throughout 2010, 

The Catholic Church worked hard to try 

to ensure that the current arrangements 

for SRE remained without competition 

from ethics classes. Bishop Peter took 

on the role of official representative of 

NSW Bishops on the issue. Working with 

other denominations, much effort went 

into arguing that ethics classes, while a 

worthwhile addition to the curriculum, 

should be part of the general curriculum 

so that all students could participate 

in the courses and not have to choose 

between SRE and Ethics. We argued that 

there were many educationally sound 

alternatives that could be implemented 

to ensure that students who opted out 

of SRE were appropriately engaged 

in worthwhile learning. Unfortunately, 

the NSW Government with support of 

the Greens moved to implement ethics 

classes prior to the March election, 

enshrining Ethics classes in legislation.

The recent January SRE update bulletin 

from the Inter Church 

Council of Religious 

Education in Schools 

(ICCOREIS) made the 

following clear points 

about the implementation 

of Ethics classes.

‘Philosophical ethics for 

years 5 and 6 will be starting 

in some schools in first 

term 2011. Primary Ethics 

is the new organisation established by St 

James Ethics Centre to be the approved 

provider of Special Ethics Education. 

It will be responsible for all aspects 

of course delivery, including providing 

trained volunteers and resources.’

The bulletin further describes that at 

the end of 2010, Principals received 

guidelines stating that, to provide a 

class in philosophical ethics, a school 

principal must:

consult with the community• 

have 20 parents who indicate an • 

interest in enrolling their children in 

ethics classes

have two people interested in • 

volunteering as ethics teachers.

There must be a minimum of 12 

interested students to create a class in 

ethics.

These classes are to take place at the 

time negotiated by the school for SRE.
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“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. And they left their nets at once and followed him” (Matthew 5:19-20)
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Message from the Director



Only the parents of children who had 

already opted out of SRE in 2010 

should receive a letter about Ethics 

classes.

A number of Catechists have 

expressed concerns about what such 

developments spell for the future of 

SRE. In response to those concerns 

the following points should be noted.

SRE is in a very strong position • 

with both sides of politics assuring 

the future of SRE. 

The curriculum delivered to • 

students doing Catholic SRE 

is of good quality and provides 

wonderful formation in both faith 

and ethics for young people. 

ICCOREIS • will work with the 

DET and the St James Ethics 

Centre so that SRE can be 

provided in the most positive 

climate possible.

It is vital that all providers work • 

closely together. Differences 

need to be set aside. Failure to 

communicate in an open and 

constructive manner with other 

providers will significantly reduce 

the effectiveness of our ministry 

and our Christian witness.

I would ask you to note that, not 

all schools will desire or be able to 

implement ethics classes in 2011. 

There is potentially still much that 

will transpire with regard to the 

long term viability of ethics classes. 

Whatever may unfold, I thank you 

for the amazing level of support given 

to the approach the Church took on 

the issue in 2010. Without a doubt, 

the prominence given to the issue 

highlighted just how highly valued 

is the amazing contribution that 

Catechists make to our Church and 

the wider community.

I thank you for your enthusiasm and 

contribution to the wonderful work of 

CCD, bringing knowledge and love 

of God to the lives of young people. 

As we prepare to commence 2011, I 

would ask that you earnestly pray for 

all Catechists, so that their work will 

bear much fruit. 

Regards, 

Jude Hennessy

Diocesan Director CCD

T H E  C A T E C H I S T  N E T  P A G E  2

Message from the Director… Continued from previous page

Over the last 2 years a Pilot 

program has run at Bulli High 

School, utilising the skills and 

energies of the Disciples of Jesus 

Youth Mission team to run SRE 

seminars each term. 

The program will be expanded in 

2011, with  Bulli, Woonona, Albion 

Park, Dapto, Mt Annan and Eagle Vale 

High Schools all expressing interest 

in running seminars each term for 

Catholic students. Again, the Youth 

Mission Team with Jude Hennessy 

the Director of CCD, Chris Brennan 

(YMT Manager) and a core group of 

Catechists with interest in working with 

secondary school students, will prepare 

seminars. These will provide students 

with faith input by using music, drama, 

personal sharing and prayer experiences. 

Please pray for the success of this 
exciting initiative.

If you know of other young people who 

are interested in being a part of the 

seminar delivery team, please contact 

the Director of CCD on 4253-0987.

Expansion of Secondary SRE in the Diocese of Wollongong

YMT members who will be going into Secondary Schools for CCD in 2011 – James Edwards, Emily Kelly, Chris 
Brennan, Brianna Thomas, Marilyn Ng, Chris Laundy, Alexandra Wedd and Matthew Cordinia



Farewell and 
thanks to 
Marie Dubay
Marie Dubay concluded 

her role as CCD Regional 

Coordinator for Macarthur 

/ Highlands on Friday, 

February 25 2011. 

Marie has made a significant 
contribution to the Diocese for 
more than 13 years, supporting 
Clergy, Parish Catechist 
Coordinators and individual 
Catechists in their efforts to 
ensure Catholic Children in 
Government Schools are given 
quality faith formation.

Marie’s presentations at the 
formation courses for Catechists 
conducted across the Diocese 
have been consistently well 
received and appreciated. The 
development of a Resource 
Centre that provides Catechists 
in the Macarthur-Highlands 
Region with access to suitable 
teaching-learning materials 
will be a continuing reminder 
of Marie’s contribution to the 
ministry of CCD. 

On behalf of all Catechists, 
particularly those in the 
Macarthur-Highlands region, 
the Diocese thanks Marie for 
her dedication and commitment 
to making Jesus known and 
loved in our State Schools.
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The feedback from Parishes 

and Catechists about Catechist 

Sunday 2010 was very positive. 

The resource package contained 

a variety of materials to promote 

the work of CCD and enabled 

Clergy and Catechists to 

engage with Parishioners about 

supporting the work and to 

consider becoming a Catechist. 

The response to the push for Catechists 

on Catechist Sunday was really very 

positive. It was our hope that it would 

lead to a significant number of new 

Catechists in 2011 and so the strong 

enrolments in Orientation Courses for 

new Catechists has been very pleasing. 

Catechist Coordinators and Priests are 

urged to utilize these materials again 

throughout the year in the promotion of 

the work of CCD especially; 

Bishop Peter Ingham’s Catechist • 

Sunday message on DVD which 

affirms Catechists but also boldly 

challenges parishioners to consider 

how they might be involved in CCD. 

This message was also provided 

as an Audio CD and as a printed 

message. 

The new posters pro• moting the work 

of CCD and encouraging Parishioners 

to become engaged in the work.

Brochures / Pamphlets for • 

parishioners who inquire about the 

ministry, with contact details of the 

Parish Coordinator.

Registration Sheets for prospective • 

Catechists, helpers, babysitters, 

prayer partners etc, for follow up 

discussions between the Parish Priest 

and/or Parish Catechist Coordinator.

Prayer Partner Cards, that encourage • 

parishioners to prayerfully support 

the work of Catechists.

Who do you know that could become 
involved in the work of CCD? 

Continuing the push from Catechist Sunday
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Training
The latter stages of 2010 

saw some solid training 

in basic computer skills 

in the region as well as 

a number of catechists 

branching out into 

learning skills in the 

use of SMART boards. 

In both cases we have 

CEO staff to thank for 

initiating us into these 

new and exciting modes 

of communication, 

particularly Mark 

Wooley and Sherryn 

Moore. These in-services were well 

attended and it is most gratifying to see 

catechists out in the field putting their 

skills with new technology to work. 

The new Classroom Technology is 

changing the face of the way students 

are educated. As the General Directory 

for Catechesis advises catechists, we 

need to enculturate our message so that 

they can be encouraged to form a close 

relationship with Jesus. Wise catechists 

and missionaries have always done this 

– think of St Patrick explaining the 

Trinity.

During this time a number of catechists 

at Nowra have slowly but surely been 

progressing toward the attainment of 

Level Two.  Catechists from Ulladulla 

have again made the journey to St 

Michael’s to participate in the course. 

Their dedication in so doing is an 

inspiration.  Thank you to them all for 

making the extra effort to upgrade your 

catechist knowledge and skills . 

Retreat
Our  annual catechist retreat was 

held on September 10 at Gerringong 

and  focused on The Spirituality of 
Mary MacKillop. The day was led by 

Josephites:  Margaret Paton and Sr Joan 

Goodwin.   Attendance was high with 

around seventy participants.   The day 

Illawarra / Shoalhaven
catechists commented 

on the display very 

positively at the Annual 

Catechist Mass. They 

felt it enhanced the hall 

and brought our work 

to the Mass. They were 

particularly excited to 

see the work of students 

who had made a special 

effort displayed. Over 

400 entries were received 

and were of very high 

quality. 

A display of the best 

entries was sent to Marian 

Centre for display and prizes were 

awarded by Jude Hennessy our Director, 

with a certificate acknowledging their 

contribution. A few do not have schools 

on them so I have kept those. If you 

are missing any entries contact me. I 

was able to give some children their 

certificates in a relief class I did and 

they we very pleased with them.

Recruitment and 
Catechist Sunday
Thank you to all those catechists who 

came out and gave a hand to their 

parish recruitment drive for 2011. A 

number of parishes have recruited good 

numbers. The appeal by Bishop Peter 

is a great reminder that catechesis is an 

apostolic work of the Bishop in which 

we are privileged to participate. If you 

have not got all the people you need yet 

keep up gentle reminders  in your parish 

newsletters and in your intercessory 

prayers at Mass each Sunday. Also if 

you have prayer groups in your parish 

get them to include our ministry in 

their intercessions. Most of all though, 

remember that happy catechists are 

GOOD NEWS and attract more to the 

team.

See you in the New Year 

Leonie Green / Illawarra-Shoalhaven 

Regional Coordinator

resulted in much spiritual benefit and 
positive feedback. As well, one of the 
catechists, Bob Bower of Thirroul was 
moved to follow up Mary’s connection 
with the Diocese as it is depicted in 
many of Mary’s extant letters which 
are held at North Sydney. We all could 
have happily spent much, much longer 
listening to stories and insights about 
this truly amazing Australian saint 
brought so vividly to life for us by her 
spiritual daughters.  A big Thank You to 
Margaret & Sr Joan.               

Well done good and 
faithful servants
Whilst on the subject of inspiration 
we congratulate Sr Ambrose Attard fcj 
and Fr Leonard Testa OFM Conv. Both 
of these amazing Franciscans recently 
celebrated their 50th anniversaries. It 
was a joy to celebrate with you and 
honour your commitment to Jesus and 
to know that your enthusiasm to serve 
the Lord is still burning bright. We are 
very privileged on the coast to have a 
substantial commitment to our ministry 
by the sons and daughters of St Francis 
as well as by a number of other religious 
congregations.

Mary MacKillop 
Exhibition
Thank you to all the catechists who 

sent in entries for the Exhibition. Many 

CEO's Sherryn Moore working with Catechists at an IT inservice



In the lead up to the 

canonisation of Mary MacKillop 

last year, Sr Joan Goodwin was 

determined to ensure that a 

range of the stories she had 

developed over a number of 

years were made available for 

use by CCD, copyright free.Sr Joan Goodwin

Mary MacKillop Resources / 
Thanks to Sr Joan Goodwin
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We as a Diocese should be incredibly proud of the work 

of Sr Joan in this regard. The resources are being well 

utilized not only by CCD around Australia, but by many 

Catholic Schools too. Sr Joan has also produced a series 

of books that are available from the resource Centres or 

for purchase through St Paul’s publishing.

A reminder that all Catechists need to 

complete the 2011 Teacher Engagement 

Forms (TEF’s) and get their new Green 

Card from Parish Catechist Coordinator / 

Parish Priest as we prepare for the start 

of the new School year. 

All current Catechists will have completed a 

Prohibited Employment Declaration (PED) 

form. Any new Catechists (from May 2010) 

need to complete a new form which has replaced 

the PED. 

This new form is the Volunteer/Student 

Declaration (VSD) form. Catechist Coordinators 

have been provided with copies of this new 

form. Please note carefully, the new form only 

needs to be completed by new Catechists (from 

May 2010). These forms need to be returned to 

your Parish Priest / Parish Office and from there 

forwarded to Ms Jane Edwards at the Office of 

the Bishop, PO Box 1239, Wollongong 2500.

2011 TEF’s & Greencards

In a project over several weeks, Sr Joan worked closely 

with the Director of CCD to produce a range of resources 

including, lessons, storybooks, powerpoint presentations 

with audio, posters and colouring in sheets. These resources 

were sent to all Parishes and Catechist Coordinators and 

to all Directors of CCD around NSW and interstate. The 

feedback was incredibly positive and Sr Joan has ensured 

that Catholic Scripture Teachers have access to quality 

electronic versions of resources on Mary MacKillop. 

Interim Support 
of Macarthur-
Highlands Region 
Catechists
The Diocese will shortly commence 

a process of employing a new 

member of the CCD Leadership Team as part of a 

re-structure of roles to better support the work of 

Catechists in the Macarthur-Highlands Region. 

In the Interim, the Resource Centre will remain open from 

9am-3pm Monday-Friday. 

Mr Peter Gilmore will be available to support Catechists with 

resource material and in liaison with CCD Director Mr Jude 

Hennessy will provide support to Catechist Coordinators and 

Clergy in the Region. Peter is especially skilled in the use of IT 

and would be only too happy to assist Catechists in the use of IT 

in the classroom. He may be contacted on Ph 4640-8549 or peter.

gilmore@woll.catholic.org.au
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Hello Everyone…it’s been another 

busy and event- filled Term 3 

and 4. Congratulations to all our 

Service Awardees and catechists  

who’ve made it through another 

year, and to our kids who have 

contributed so delightfully to the 

St Mary MacKillop Exhibition…

wishing you a Sonkist and Mary 

Christmas!  

Marie Dubay, Regional Coordinator 

Sr Julia Hartnett rsj shared the rich 

heritage and life story of her Mother 

foundress during our Catechist 

Retreat Day at Mt Carmel 20th 

September. Many thanks Sr Julia. 

127 Catechists working within the 

Campbelltown municipality received 

Gift of Time awards on Friday 10th 

December at the Campbelltown Civic 

Hall. Their generosity of time, talent 

and treasure was acknowledged in a 

ceremony of presentation of certificates 

followed by an opening address by 

mayor Paul Lake applauding their 

contribution to the community. The 

celebration concluded with a morning 

tea in their honour. 

Macarthur Highlands Region

Delwyn Pereira carried the CCD Candle at the 
Campbelltown Catholic Club Annual Mass as 
representative of the state school students of the 
Macarthur Region. 

Mary MacKillop Icon designed by Jaiden Year 6 of Blairmount Public                     

Mary MacKillop Icon designed by Janet Year 5, Claymore Public School

St Mary MacKillop, you have guided us through our Catholic education

And have helped us follow in the footsteps of Jesus.

We have looked up to you as our Catholic Icon with your loving and 
compassionate heart

By helping the poor and neglected people of society.

We will follow your path with our hearts to become nice and kind girls.

Pray for us, Mary.  Lord, hear our prayer.

SRE Kids celebrate St Mary MacKillop

Prayer composed by Izabella and Mollie Year 5, Ingleburn North Public

Sr Julia Hartnett & Elizabeth Wasko with entries in St Mary at the Cross colouring competition

Hundreds of state school SRE students participated in the celebration 

with artistic and poetic contributions to the St Mary of the Cross 

Exhibiton held in October to mark her canonization.  

Catechists and Parish Coordinators Colleen Jablonskis of Ruse Parish 

and Sr Julia Hartnett of Eagle Vale Parish spent a morning with their 

Catechists Heather Norman and Elizabeth Wasko at the CCD Centre 

Campbelltown  sorting  through  the myriad  colourful and creative 

contributions of  their  SRE Students.
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The Catechist Mass and Award ceremony for 2010 

was held on the 6th of November at St John 

Vianney’s Church, Fairy Meadow. It was a wonderful 

occasion with a large number of Catechists from all 

around the Diocese gathering to give thanks for the 

work of Catechists. 

Bishop Peter’s homily addressed how answering the call 

to serve as a Catechist was at the heart of the call of Christ 

to share the good news of the Gospel, and shows true 

commitment to the church’s mission of evangelization.

The wonderful music to allow us to celebrate the liturgy 

on the day was provided by students of St Mary’s College 

Wollongong under the direction of Mr Peter Wouters. A 

delicious afternoon tea was provided by the Diocese and set up 

by volunteer Catechists from Port Kembla Parish. A selection 

of student entries from the Mary MacKillop colouring in 

competition were on display in the hall.

The awards ceremony recognised the large number of 

Catechists who undertook training throughout the year and in a 

special way acknowledged those Catechists who had achieved 

significant milestones of service to the work of CCD.  

Bishop’s Citation – 10 Years Service
(Camden) Dianne Moore, (Campbelltown) Bruno Morabito, 

Rina Sheehan, (Eagle Vale) Denise Ghali, Sr Julia Hartnett, 

Angela Sutton, (Nowra) Teresa Galea, Lyn West, (Port 

Kembla) Andrea De Barros, (Ruse) Carmel Bartolo, Carmel 

Munro (Shellharbour) Rose Mastroianni, Melissa Nieborak, 

Roslyn O’Dea, Diana Silvestri, (Wollongong) Rita Mieli.

Bishop’s Citation – 15 Years Service
(Berkeley) Ann Cox, Donna Eady, Catharina Green, (Camden) 

Ralph Hanna, Suzanne Hayes, (Campbelltown) Denise 

Stephen, (Macquarie Fields) Julianne Frith, Margaret Raisbeck, 

(Nowra) Carmen Kane, Neil Wakefield (Rosemeadow) 

Margaret Botterill, Maria Victoria Stuart, (Shellharbour)  

Josephine Vella, Nena Crawford, (West Wollongong) Margaret 

Hogg, June Wrzos, (Wollongong) Linda Dargham.

Papal Blessing – 20 Years
(Camden) Leila Hanna, (Dapto)  Mary Cutajar, Robyn 

Ford, (Moss Vale) Ann Rumble, Dennis Edwards, (Nowra) 

Rosanne Mullany, (Varroville) Denise Sciberras.

Mary Mackillop Medal – 25 Years
(Campbelltown) Lucy Anne Morabito, (Port Kembla) Donna 

Leng, (Ruse) Amber Jablonskis.

Life Membership – 30 Years +
(Corrimal) Robyn Nevin, (Kiama) Ann Lee, (Nowra) 

Catherine Hamilton, (Picton) Eileen Oakes, (Rosemeadow) 

Nina Morgan.

Catechist Mass and Awards



CONFRATERNITY of 
CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
Diocesan Leadership Team 
and Support Personnel

Director of Confraternity 
of Christian Doctrine 

Mr Jude Hennessy

CCD Office Wollongong

Level 3, Catholic Church Offices Marian Centre

86-88 Market St, Wollongong NSW 2500

PO Box 1239, Wollongong NSW 2500

Ph: (02) 4253 0987   Fax: (02) 4253 0977 

Email: jude.hennessy@woll.catholic.org.au  

Regional Coordinator - 
Macarthur /Highlands
Marie Dubay 

CCD Regional Centre, Micah House

35A Cordeaux St, Campbelltown NSW 2560

Ph: (02) 4640 8549   Fax: (02) 4628 8866  

Email: marie.dubay@woll.catholic.org.au

Regional Coordinator - 
Illawarra/Shoalhaven
Leonie Green 

CCD Regional Centre / Xavier Centre

1-31 Harbour St, Wollongong

PO Box 2087, Wollongong NSW 2500

Ph: (02) 4225 0137  

Email: leonie.green@woll.catholic.org.au

Other Support Organisations

CATHOLIC EDUCATION OFFICE
Religious Education Resource Centre - 

Xavier Centre

Anne Russell, Resource Centre Coordinator

2-4 Bond Street Bellambi NSW 2518

All correspondences, please mail to:

Catholic Education Office, Resource Centre

Locked Mail Bag 8802

Wollongong NSW 2500

Ph: (02) 4285 0911  Fax: (02) 4285 0922

Email: anne.russell@dow.catholic.edu.au

URL:   http://oliver.dow.catholic.edu.au/rc

Important Calendar Dates 
for Term 1 and 2
ORIENTATION DAYS 9:30am – 2:00pm
Illawarra Bellambi Xavier Centre 3 February

Campbelltown CCD Centre, Micah House 14 February

Nowra St Michael’s Parish 4 February

LEVEL 1 COURSES 9:30am – 2:00pm
Illawarra Bellambi Xavier Centre Feb 10, 17, 24 Mar 3, 10, 17

Campbelltown CCD Centre, Micah House Feb 21, 28 Mar 7, 14, 21, 28  

South Coast TBA TBA

LEVEL 2 COURSES 9:30am – 2:00pm  
Illawarra Venue TBA May 13, 20, 27  June 3, 10, 17 

Campbelltown CCD Centre Micah House May 9, 16, 23, 30 & June 6, 22

IT Skills  9:30am – 12:30pm
Illawarra Bellambi Xavier Centre Mar 24 & Oct 24 

Campbelltown CCD Centre, Micah House Feb 7 & Oct 17 

Shoalhaven Venue TBA Mar 25 & Sept 9 

Smartboard Skills 9:30am – 12:30pm  
Campbelltown CCD Centre, Micah House April 4 July 25    

Nowra St Michael’s Parish   April 1 

Child Protection 9.30am – 1:00pm
Illawarra Venue TBA Mar 31 & June 24

Campbelltown CCD Centre, Micah House April 11 & Sept 26

Shoalhaven Venue TBA  June 27 & Sept 16
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On December 1, Mrs Ann Deasy, passed 

away. Ann had endured five difficult years 

medically, but her death was not expected.

Ann’s Requiem Mass at St Francis Xavier’s 

Cathedral was a fitting tribute to an exemplary life 

led totally in harmony with Christ and the teachings 

of His Church. Bishop Peter was the Principal 

Celebrant at the Mass, with a large number 

of concelebrating priests. St Francis Xavier’s 

Cathedral Wollongong was filled to capacity to 

celebrate a beautiful life. 

Ann was such an inspiring woman of faith who contributed enormously to 

the work of CCD in the Diocese of Wollongong and inspired others to do 

the same. We trust that the sadness felt by Michael and his two daughters is 

tempered by the assurance that she now participates in the heavenly banquet, 

the reward for a life lived so faithfully.

Vale Mrs Ann Deasy 


