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Message from the Director… Inside 
this issue...

All of us at CCD have been really encouraged by the wonderful response 

we had around the Diocese to the call for more Catechists that was part of 

Catechist Sunday appeals in parishes in the lead up to Christmas and even into 

the new year. We have a large number of new Catechists eager to participate in 

this wonderful work! 

In addition to this, 2012 will see the piloting of a new program that will see 

senior students in three of our Catholic Colleges, participate in the work of  

Catechists in parishes. These young people will be trained by CCD and then 

work with parish Catechists in primary classrooms. The potential of this 

program to enhance the work of the ministry, to have an impact on the 

children we teach, but also on the faith of the teenage Catechists themselves is an  

exciting prospect. It is hoped that in 2013 we will have a large number of 

Catholic Colleges, and secondary school students working as Catechists.

CCD will commence a new training regime in 2012 that will see Wollongong 

Diocese re-vamp its training courses. This will include the implementation of 

a Level 1 Basic Course that will prepare Catechists for the classroom in two 

weeks and provide increasingly for more flexible on line training options so busy 

people can become confident Catechists, even more quickly.

I am incredibly proud of the work of the CCD team who over the School 

holiday break, finalised the development of Smart-board resources that 

support the Curriculum. The Resources are quite amazing, and the work of 

Peter Gilmore and Trish McCarthy in putting this material together has resulted 

in a very impressive resource that will help Catechists right around NSW. As a 

result, Catechist Coordinators in our Diocese now have access to thumb drives 

that they can share with Parish Catechists that provide weekly prayer reflections 
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2012: A year of Possibilities for 
the Great Work of Catechists
As the Catechists of our Diocese prepare to go back 

into Schools in 2012, I can’t help but reflect on the  

enthusiasm  for this ministry that exists in our 

Diocese and for the exciting possibilities that are 

opening up to help us proclaim the Gospel and truths 

of our Church to Catholic kids in our DEC schools. 
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If you think you could be a teacher,

support person or have skills that

might assist this ministry in some

way, please contact us at CCD or

your Parish Coordinator.

 

Important Calendar Dates
Catechist Basic Accreditation  9:30am – 2:00pm
Macarthur-Highlands Region   February 13, 20
CCD Centre, Micah House 

Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region   February 17, 24
Xavier Centre, Bellambi

Nowra Parish     February 16, 23

(NB: Child Protection occurs on the first day of this course)

Level 1 Course    9:30am – 2:00pm 
Macarthur-Highlands Region  February 27,
CCD Centre, Micah House  March 5, 12, 19 

Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region   March 2, 9, 16, 30
Xavier Centre, Bellambi

Level 2 Course    9:30am – 2:00pm 
Macarthur-Highlands Region  July 23, 30, 
CCD Centre, Micah House  August 6, 13, 20, 27 

Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region   July 20, 27, 
Xavier Centre, Bellambi   August 3, 10, 17, 24

IT Skills     9:30am – 12:30pm 
CCD Centre, Micah House  May 7 or September 3

Xavier Center, Bellambi   May 11 or September 7

SmartBoard Skills    9:30am – 12:30pm 
CCD Centre, Micah House  May 14 or September 10

Xavier Center, Bellambi   May 18 or September 14

Bowral/Mittagong (Venue TBA)  March 28

Regional IT/SmartBoard Skills 9:30am – 2:00pm 
Nowra (Venue TBA)   May 21 or September 17

Milton/Ulladulla (Venue TBA)  May 23

Catechist Retreat   9:30am – 2:30pm 
Macarthur-Highlands Region  October 15

Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region  October 22

Annual Catechist Mass  10:30am
St. John Vianney’s Co-Cathedral  November 10

CatechistNET © 2012 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine - Diocese of Wollongong  
This magazine is a publication of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. All images and content are the intellectual properity 
of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine - Diocese of Wollongong unless otherwise stated.

For bookings at these courses/events, please contact 
Cindy Oliver on 4640 8550 or  

cindy.oliver@woll.catholic.org.au
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Message from the Director…  
Continued from page 1

Scripture, images and lots of fun lessons and activities for 

Catechists to use with students. Peter, Trish and I are keen to be 

able to visit Parishes as often as we can to show Catechists just 

how easy the resources are to use.

On a broader level, the NSW Government, Education 

Minister, Adrian Picolli, and Director General  of Education 

are in the process of ensuring that SRE is recognised and 

appropriately supported and recognised as a strength of Public 

Education which contributes significantly to the common 

good, forming young people not only in their faith, but as good 

citizens. 

 

As you read through this edition of CatNET, I hope you are 

encouraged by all the good things that are happening in this 

ministry. For all those who are preparing to return to the 

classroom I sincerely thank you for your dedication. Truly, your 

efforts are an enthusiastic response to Christ’s command to share 

the Good News. For those of you who have been Catechists or 

who support our ministry, I would ask  you to pray for the work 

of Catechists, for the weekly success of their lessons, for the 

children they teach and for the key initiatives of the 

CCD this year which aim to enhance the impact of this 

Apostolate.

Regards,

Mr Jude Hennessy

Diocesan Director CCD

CCD Welcomes Cindy Oliver
As many Catechists would know, Cindy Oliver joined the CCD 

team late last year as the CCD Clerical Assistant. Cindy comes 

to the position with significant experience in various clerical and 

secretarial roles and just as importantly, Cindy has experience 

as a Catechist so understands how to support Catechists in their 

work. She is happily married with two daughters and is involved 

in the life of Eagle Vale Parish.

Cindy has made a great start in her role and is always ready 

to help you discover the interesting ideas and Resources that 

at the centre. There are numerous books, big books, posters, 

felt/magnet boards and a wide selection of music and 

DVD’s for you to borrow and use. There is also a wide 

variety of Reference books available for you to read to 

develop your own faith even further! Now you can also 

now come into the centre and get the new Smart-board 

resources placed on a thumb-drive for you to use in classes!

I really encourage you to come into the Resource Centre, 

have a ‘cuppa’, explore the resources or surf the ‘NET’ using 

the free internet for Catechists, with Cindy. If you have little 

ones, feel free to bring them along with you! Cindy will work 

Monday-Thursday from 9am-3pm. I guarantee Cindy will make 

you feel most welcome and give you lots of help with quality 

resources.

Mr Jude Hennessy

Diocesan Director CCD

CCD Resource Centre
Micah House

35a Cordeaux St, Campbelltown

Open Monday to Thursday
9am-3pm
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COLAL SmartBoard Lessons ready for Term 1
It is with great pleasure that we announce we have completed 

work on the SmartBoard Lessons for the Christ Our Light and 

Life (COLAL) for the first term of the school year. Over the 

course of a few weeks, Jude, Trish and Peter set out to create 

a resource that would allow Catechists to utilise SmartBoards 

in the most effective way possible. The result is just 

under 300 SmartBoard lesson files across the K-6 COLAL 

Curriculum. Wollongong CCD committed to the development 

of these resources for Sydney CCD and the material will be 

officially launched on 23 March 2012 by his Eminence, 

Cardinal George Pell.

Each lesson comes with a combination of five different  

components - a story, Scripture, an activity, prayer and 

supplementary lesson material. Some lessons come with all 

five components and all lessons have at least three (story or 

Scripture, an activity and a prayer). All the SmartBoard content 

directly relates to each lesson within the Curriculum and it is 

indexed in an Excel Spreadsheet for easy access. 

This content is available for free for all Catechists in our 

Diocese and USB Memory Sticks, preloaded with the 

content, will be made available to those who would like to 

use it. The Catechist Basic Accreditation course will include a 

session demonstrating the resource and how it can be used. 

Additionally we have SmartBoard in-service days and Catechist 

Coordinators will be booking Trish and Peter to attend Catechist 

meetings to show how easy the materials are to use.

Two SmartBoard Lesson slides from the curriculum materials 
developed by Wollongong CCD. 

State of Play

As Catechists would hopefully be aware, 

Ethics classes in our Diocese, indeed 

throughout the State had almost no 

impact on the numbers of students 

attending Catholic SRE in 2011. This 

suggests that parents and families know 

that our Catholic SRE curriculum de-

livers a sound ethical framework based 

upon a relationship with a loving God 

who is the source of goodness and 

truth.  To put it plainly, the debate over 

ethics classes has led to greater inter-

est in Catholic SRE, a swelling of the 

ranks of Catechists and recognition of 

the wonderful contribution Catechists 

make to the public education system. 

Since the changes in the legislation that 

allowed for Ethics classes to be taught 

at the same time as Special Religious 

Education in 2011, Catholic providers of 

SRE have moved to cooperate with Ethics 

teachers in Schools but also to strength-

en the place of SRE in DEC schools in 

negotiations  with the Government. 

The efforts of the Catholic Conference 

of Religious Educators in State Schools 

(CCRESS) in working with the 

Government led to some fantastic 

outcomes for providers of SRE that will be 

implemented in Schools throughout 2012. 

The Government has reaffirmed SRE as 

a strength of Public Education. Most 

notably, schools will be required to 

provide a minimum time of 30 minutes 

for SRE classes to ensure that Catechists 

are able to get through the content of 

their lessons in a manner that is 

educationally effective.

Importantly, the Education Minister also 

committed to an annual Celebration of 

SRE noting that Catechists ‘have contrib-

uted significantly to our Education system 

and provided a valuable service and they 

should be celebrated.’

Mr Jude Hennessy

Diocesan Director CCD

NSW Government moves to bolster the work Catechists by Strengthening SRE
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Illawarra-Shoalhaven Report
2011
It would not be overstating the point 

to say 2011 was a big year. All three 

levels of Catechist training, multiple IT 

and SmartBoard in-services,  retreats, 

meetings, Masses, awards, recruitment, 

leadership changes, Ethics classes, 

challenges to SRE, and on top of all 

that, weekly commitment to classes 

and travel. A moment to exhale seems 

in order. We made it. We did it. 

2011 has been a great witness of the 

dedication and perseverance by an army 

of quiet achievers. Catechists don’t often 

get the praise I think they deserve. And, 

having met a great number of you now, I 

know that’s exactly how you want it. You 

love the ministry, you love the kids and 

you love God. It’s that simple and you 

prefer not to complicate it. 

Thank you. Thank you for your tireless 

efforts. Thank you for taking the time to 

prepare every lesson. Thank you for who  

you are and all that you do. 

A special thank you and farewell to 

Wilma Spajic who concluded her time as 

Dapto Parish Coordinator in 2011. Loved 

and respected by the Catechists of Dapto, 

Wilma will be greatly missed. All the best 

for the future Wilma!  A warm welcome 

to the new dynamic duo of Dapto - Anne 

Johnstone and Anne Powter. Thank you 

for taking up the reins in 2012.

As I attempt to put a bookend to the year 

2011, my thoughts keep coming back to 

the great commitment of the Catechists 

in this Diocese. I am reminded of Blessed 

Mother Teresa’s most famous quote, 

“we can do no great things, only small 

things with great love” and its application 

to the ministry of the Confraternity of 

Christian Doctrine. Each of us may only 

carry a single candle flame but together 

we are a mighty beacon for all to see. It is 

your individual commitment that allows 

the whole to witness to 10,000 school 

children each week in our Diocese. 

 

2012
So here we stand at the beginning of 

another new year. A blank slate ready 

to be written. We had our first 

Coordinators meeting for the Illawarra- 

Shoalhaven on the 3rd of February, our 

Basic Accreditation begins on the 17th 

and it all continues from there. I pray 

that we have a fruitful year of ministry, 

that we continue to experience growth in 

2012 and that you, the Catechists, feel 

appreciated and supported.  If there is any 

way that Jude, Trish or I can help you in 

this important ministry, please don’t 

hesitate to contact us. 

 

All the best for 2012.

Peter Gilmore

Faith Education Officer

Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region.

Please don’t hesitate to call me if you 
need help or support in this important 
work of the Church - 0411 724 483

Macarthur-Highlands Report
Kicking off the new year, there has been 

a lot to be grateful for and a lot to look 

forward to. Some of the highlights as 

2011 came to a close were a number of 

successful appeals on Catechist Sunday 

Masses with some new interest generated 

around our great ministry and secondly, 

the success of the Annual Catechist Mass. 

 

Despite the change in venue, time 

and other minor details from previous 

years the Annual Catechist Mass was a 

positive experience for all those who 

travelled down from the ‘high country’ 

of Macarthur/ Highlands; Great food, 

great company and many smiling 

Catechists who were appreciated and 

congratulated for their untiring service in 

the CCD Ministry. Thank you to all those 

who were present, families and friends 

and those who were there in spirit to 

celebrate the amazing contributions of so 

many faithful servants of Christ!

I certainly hope the time over Christmas 

and New Year was a blessed one filled 

with love and laughter.

Looking over the calendar to what’s 

ahead we can anticipate a rich year 

with Basic Level 1 Training starting the 

second week of February followed by the 

remainder of Level 1 Accreditations in the 

lead up to Easter. In that time we will be 

looking to train Secondary Students from 

three Catholic Colleges to pilot our 

secondary school program equipping 

students to assist in teaching SRE in 

primary schools. Wow! As well 

we will be continuing our work in 

Mt Annan and Eagle Vale High in 

partnership with Youth Mission Team 

Australia and some gifted post school 

volunteers. The Secondary SRE has 

proven to be a successful mission and 

we’re looking forward to a great year 

building on previous years’ foundations 

and relationships.

After Easter there will be available IT 

and Smartboard training days to assist 

those catechists who wish to use this 

technology in the classroom. This 

technology will also be set up in the 

Resource Centre. Once you have 

attended a training day, if you would 

like to arrange a group of 3-4 people and 

drop in to familiarise yourself with the 

technology and gain some confidence, 

please feel free to ring and make a time! 

Thank you for your enthusiasm and 

passion that continues to inspire me. I 

can’t wait to be with you in the field and 

continue to build the Kingdom!

Trish McCarthy

Faith Education Officer

Macarthur/ Highlands

CCD Resource Centre, Micah House -
4640 8550
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Illawarra-Shoalhaven
Catechist Retreat 2011
 
It was on an amazing Spring Friday in Gerringong that 

Catechists from the Illawarra/Shoalhaven region came 

together for their annual Catechist Retreat to learn, pray, 

celebrate the Eucharist and socialise together. Like the 

weather and the scenery, it was truly blessed. 

With just under 50 catechists in attendance, we kicked off the 

day at 9:30am with a short introduction and prayer. Our theme 

for the day was ‘Eucharist: Source and Summit of Christian 

Life’ and we were led by Fr. Graham Schmitzer from the 

Corrimal Parish. He shared with us reflections on the 

Eucharist in Scripture and discussed “The Eucharist as 

Catechiser”. Certainly very dense topics but they were made 

very approachable with Fr. Graham’s experience, humour and 

down-to-earth approach to theology. It provided an amazing 

segue into the next component of our retreat experience - 

Eucharistic Adoration and, joined by Fr Pat from Nowra and 

Fr. Gerry from Sydney, the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

We then broke for lunch, which proved to be one of the 

highlights of the day! Knowing how hard Catechists work 

continuously throughout the year, to wander amongst them 

and see their laughing, smiling faces was truly a great 

blessing. It was also nice to see Catechists from different 

parishes mixing and sharing stories and ideas. 

We concluded our day by putting all we had learned into prac-

tice - Fr. Graham led us in a celebration of Mass. Thank you 

to everyone who helped set up the Church for Mass and thank 

you to everyone who participated in the celebration. 

Special thanks must go firstly to Fr. Graham - thank you for 

your wisdom and your generosity in sharing it. Thank you to 

Fr. Pat from Nowra and Fr. Gerry from Sydney. Thank you to 

Gai Delavere and the Kiama Catechists for all their hard work 

organising the venue, the lovely morning tea and for their skill 

in organising a pod of whales to put on a show for us through 

the Church windows with their backdrop of the Pacific Ocean! 

Finally to the Catechists who attended - thank you for all you 

do but, more importantly, thank you for who you are. I look 

forward to our next retreat in 2012.

Peter Gilmore, FEO, Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region

New Pilot Program: Catholic Secondary School Catechists
In 2012, CCD will embark on an excit-

ing program to involve Yr 11 Students 

from Catholic colleges in the Diocese in 

the work of Catechists with public school 

primary students. After consultation 

with Bishop Peter Ingham DD, Mr Peter 

Turner (Director of Schools) and 

Mr Mark Raue (Head of Religious 

Education and Learning Services), 

Secondary Principals endorsed CCD’s 

pilot program to commence in 2012. It 

will see Yr 11 students from Colleges at 

John Therry Rosemeadow, Magdelene 

Narellan, and St John The Evangelist 

Nowra, work as classroom helpers and 

Catechists, supporting the ranks of 

experienced Catechists in surrounding 

parishes. 

As is proving the case in other 

Dioceses, we are confident that this 

program of student involvement in 

the work of Catechists will enhance 

the ministry, provide the volunteers 

students with great formation and skills, 

enliven their involvement in the work of 

their parishes and schools and certainly 

will be well received by the State Schools 

and the students whom they will teach. 

What’s in it for CCD? It is pretty simple 

from the perspective of CCD. This annual 

injection of young people will 

significantly boost our total number of 

Catechists, allowing coverage of a larger 

number of classes and in some instances, 

reducing  the size of classes. 

What’s in it for Parishes? Firstly,  

Catechists will be well supported by 

the involvement of young people in the

ministry who in assisting in such things
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Secondary Seminar SRE
With all the amazing outcomes that occurred in regards to 
the strengthening of SRE at a State level in 2011, it could 
be easy to overlook something like our involvement in state 
secondary schools in the Diocese of Wollongong. With a very 
small team of volunteers and a partnership with the 
Wollongong Youth Mission Team (YMT), we managed to 
faithfully provide SRE to six schools. This obviously 
represents only a small fraction of the secondary schools but, 
as they say, “from little things, big things grow”. 

We are looking to consolidate and streamline our processes 
this year. The CCD Leadership met with YMT Leadership 
to plan the four seminars we will deliver this year and we 
were most pleased with quality of input the youth will be 
receiving in 2012. We will be tackling many relevant issues to 
youth, such as dignity, self-worth and relationships, and help-
ing them view their world through the prism of our faith in a 
God that is loving, merciful and, above all, present in their lives.  
We will commence the year with a program entitled  
“Priceless” (right) and it will look at the God-given 
dignity of all people.  Please pray for the students we will be  
encountering this term. 

Peter Gilmore, FEO, Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region

as, the use of ‘technology’ will enhance 

the work of Catechists. The contribution 

of young people will undoubtedly be 

highly valued, which in turn strengthens 

the links of young people with the Church.  

What’s in it for Catholic Secondary 
Schools? It is envisaged that this 

program could become an integral part of 

successful Community Involvement 

programs in Catholic colleges. Students, 

by participating in the work of Catechists, 

come to explore and take ownership of 

their own faith. 

What’s in it for the Student 
volunteers? The program will of course 

provide students with basic training in 

classroom management and curriculum 

delivery. At a deeper level, the students 

by teaching, experience growth in their 

own faith, often quite profoundly. A 

substantial number of students involved 

in the program, move into teaching and 

remain on as Catechists while studying at 

University. 

Most importantly…….what’s in it for 
Catholic primary kids in state schools? 
Our Catechists do wonderful work 

in bringing young people to a deeper 

knowledge and love of God. They 

present the simple but profound Gospel 

message of hope, love and forgiveness. The 

presence of young people in these 

classrooms, will add further vitality to 

the ministry, and the young people being 

taught will be even more receptive as a 

result. 

Where to from Here? CCD will 

commence training the Volunteer Yr 

11 Students in Term 1, with students 

undertaking their work as  Catechists early 

in Term 2. I would ask that all Catechists 

and those connected with the ministry 

pray for the success of the program which 

potentially has the ability to not only 

enhance the work of CCD, but profoundly 

impact the way young people contribute 

to parish communities.

Mr Jude Hennessy

Diocesan Director CCD

I’M A CATECHIST
training to be

^

For more details, contact Cindy on 4640 8550

Do you want to:

•	 Update your Child Protection Training?
•	 Improve your IT Skills?
•	 Understand SmartBoards and you can use them in 

your lesson?
•	 Deepen your understanding of our Church, the  

Scriptures and our Faith Tradition?
•	 Connect with other Catechists who are teaching 

classes just like you?

Then we have the courses for you...

CCD Wollongong Training 2012

By your work you 
show what you love 
and what you know.  

- St. Bruno
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Annual Catechist Mass a big success!
The annual Catechist Mass was held on Saturday 12th 

November and proved to be an exceptional day. The Mass seeks 

to recognise, thank and celebrate the generosity of over 500 

hundred Catechists throughout our Diocese and in particular, 

those who have reached significant milestones in their service. 

We had several hundred catechists, family and guests coming 

together from right across the Diocese (and travelling some 

distance in support of their loved ones) at St Brigid’s, 

Gwynville as Catechists celebrated the wonderful work being 

achieved through the ministry of the CCD.

With Bishop Peter Ingham presiding over the Mass, 

we had 24 people recognised for completing their 

Level 3 Diploma course. Sixteen people received a 10 

Year Bishop’s Citation. Twenty people reached 15 years 

service. Eight people received the honour of a Papal 

Blessing for their 20 years of service. A Mary Mackillop 

Medal was awarded to five catechists who have devoted 

25 years to the ministry and two recipients, Patricia Reynolds 

and Lucy Anne Morabito entered ‘Life Membership’ status for 

their 30 plus years of service. What a significant contribution our 

catechists make to the life of the Diocese!

Conversations flowed as we shared a light meal together 

and told stories from the mission field as well as the impact 

being a catechist has had on the faith development of catechists 

themselves.

Congratulations to all those who received awards, who made the 

day a memorable one by being present and encouraging as well as 

representing each parish. Finally, to those who are involved but 

could not be with us, thank you for your service, thoughts and 

prayers that were heartfelt on this special occasion.

Trish McCarthy, FEO, Macarthur-Highlands Region

2011 Diploma Recipients

10-year Service Award

15-year Service Award 

20-year Papal Blessing

25-year Mary Mackillop Award

30-year Life Membership


