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what we share with students, especially as we kick off term 2.

Our Parish Coordinators do a mountain of work throughout the year, but par-

ticularly in Term 1. They are involved in all of the organisation that comes with 

kicking off the work of Catechists, liaising with Schools, communicating with 

Parishioners, working with other denominations and the like. They organise the 

communication of training courses that are on, assist new Catechists, continue 

the work of recruiting new Catechists and ensure that Catechists have resources 

and students have books. They are all incredibly capable people and very gener-

ous with their time and gifts. I would like to thank them for all they have done to 

kick the year off so smoothly. I’d ask all Catechists to remember to do the same 

when you next see your Parish Coordinator, as I know all of us at a local level 

appreciate the work that our Parish Coordinators do to ensure that the work of 

Catechists is effective.

It was really encouraging to have so many new Catechists join our ranks in Term 

1. The streamlined formation courses have really encouraged participation of 

new people from Parishes throughout the Diocese.  

This term will see our first senior students from three of our Catholic Colleges 

commence work with Catechists in the Parishes of Nowra, Camden and Rose-

meadow. These young people are completing training in the first half of Term 2 

and will then be going into classrooms. This is a really exciting prospect that I 

know both the students and Catechists in those Parishes are looking forward to. 

Thanks to the CEO and the Colleges for really getting behind the initiative. 

Congratulations to the many Catechists who have explored the new smartboard 
lessons that CCD Wollongong has been developing. They have walked away 
from these courses with their own thumbdrive full of lesson resources and in 
most cases a real sense of confidence on how to use them. We should all be 
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Thanks for a great start  
to the year!
I hope all Catechists had a wonderful Lenten season 

and are now enjoying our Easter season. We truly 

are an Easter people and our joy and hope comes 

from the resurrection of Jesus. Sharing this joy with 

the children we teach is so important in our work as 

Catechists and I know that Catechists ensure that this 

message of new life, new hope, of joy is central to
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Important Calendar Dates

Level 2 Course    9:30am – 2:00pm 
Macarthur-Highlands Region  July 23, 30, 
CCD Centre, Micah House  August 6, 13, 20, 27 

Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region   July 20, 27, 
Xavier Centre, Bellambi   August 3, 10, 17, 24

IT Skills     9:30am – 12:30pm 
CCD Centre, Micah House  May 7 or September 3

Xavier Center, Bellambi   May 11 or September 7

SmartBoard Skills    9:30am – 12:30pm 
CCD Centre, Micah House  May 14 or September 10

Xavier Center, Bellambi   May 18 or September 14

Bowral/Mittagong (Venue TBA)  March 28

Regional IT/SmartBoard Skills 9:30am – 2:00pm 
Nowra (Venue TBA)   May 21 or September 17

Milton/Ulladulla (Venue TBA)  May 23

Catechist Retreat   9:30am – 2:30pm 
Macarthur-Highlands Region  October 15

Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region  October 22

Annual Catechist Mass  10:30am
St. John Vianney’s Co-Cathedral  November 10

CatechistNET © 2012 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine - Diocese of Wollongong  
This magazine is a publication of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. All images and content are the intellectual property of 

the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine - Diocese of Wollongong unless otherwise stated.

For bookings at these courses/events, please contact 
Cindy Oliver on 4640 8550 or  

cindy.oliver@woll.catholic.org.au

I’M A CATECHIST
training to be

Do you want to:

•	 Update your Child Protection Training?
•	 Improve your IT Skills?
•	 Understand SmartBoards and you can use 

them in your lesson?
•	 Deepen your understanding of our Church, 

the Scriptures and our Faith Tradition?
•	 Connect with other Catechists who are 

teaching classes just like you?

Then we have the courses for you...

CCD Wollongong Training 2012

For more details, contact Cindy on 4640 8550
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Message from the Director…  
Continued from page 1

very proud of the work Peter Gilmore has led to produce these 

resources that are being used right around NSW. They are 

copyright free resources and are being picked up and used by 

many teachers in Catholic Primary Schools as well. It remains 

a project that will demand a significant amount of our time in 

2012 but it is good to know that over time it will have a very 

positive impact of the teaching of Catechists across NSW and 

the way tens of thousands of students weekly engage with the 

Gospel message!

In March I was given the opportunity to present evidence to the 

NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into ethics classes with other CCD 

colleagues from the Catholic Conference of Religious Educa-

tors in State Schools (CCRESS). The position of the Church 

on ethics classes was clearly articulated. It did not seek the re-

moval of ethics classes. It sought the proper implementation of 

ethics as an alternative to non-scripture if students have opted 

out of SRE. It also provided the opportunity to clearly articulate 

the wonderful contribution of Catechists to Public Education, 

to the quality of the curriculum they deliver, to the quality of 

their training and the competence and passion that they bring to 

this vital work. Make no mistake, Catholic parents right around 

NSW continue to make choices for Public education, firm in 

the knowledge that someone just like you is faithfully and 

authentically going to go into the local school each week and 

teach them about God’s love. It was a great opportunity and one 

we relished given some of the nonsense that has been printed in 

mainstream media about the work of scripture teachers. 

Certainly our presentation was factual but at the same time 

forthright, and justifiably so, as our Catechists do amazing 

work!

It’s been a big start to the year, now bring on Term 2. God Bless.

Regards,

Mr Jude Hennessy

Diocesan Director CCD

SRE Celebration, March 29th 2012
On March 29 a large contingent of Catechists from the 

Diocese of Wollongong joined with SRE teachers from 

various faiths and denominations from around NSW at 

Parliament House to celebrate the wonderful contribution 

they make to Public Education. 

After sharing afternoon tea, over 300 guests joined numer-

ous MP’s to hear the stories of what it means to be an SRE 

teacher. Education Minister Piccoli described the diversity 

of SRE as its strength, one that reflects the cultural, linguis-

tic and religious diversity of Australia. He described how 

SRE and Catechists help form moral and ethical frameworks 

for students, fine tune their inquiry skills and develop their 

knowledge on a variety of spiritual questions. Shadow 

Minister Carmel Tebbut similarly spoke of the contribution 

made by SRE teachers to Public Education, noting her own 

children attend Catholic Scripture.  

A variety of Catechists who have made distinguished contri-

butions to SRE were recognised and awarded by the Minis-

ter. Sr Joan Goodwin was proudly clapped by the  

‘Wollongong Crew’ as she received an award for over 40 

years of dedicated service as a Teacher and Coordinator 

of SRE (left). She was especially awarded for her tireless 

work in developing and delivering training programs for 

SRE volunteers and for her expertise and commitment to the 

development of Resource materials for the delivery of SRE. 

Further to this, Sr Joan received the award in recognition of 

her commitment to delivering SRE to students with disabili-

ties and special learning needs. 

Our own Bishop Peter Ingham gave the Vote of Thanks to 

Minister Piccoli for hosting the event (above), but most 

notably to the Catechists from around NSW, including those 

unable to be present, who contribute so much, not only to 

their faith communities, but also to families and the Public 

good by being involved in this wonderful work.

Mr Jude Hennessy, 

Diocesan Director CCD
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Macarthur-Highlands Report
The year has kicked off with great mo-

mentum and plenty of things happening 

around the region. We have completed 

yet another Level 1 course for new 

catechists with the addition of the new 

format making it easier for catechists to 

complete training and get out into the 

classroom teaching in fine form. The 

new accreditation covers all the essential 

topics but is condensed into two days 

of intense training from which we had 

approximately 50 new catechists across 

the Diocese.

Term 1 also saw Smartboard Training 

rolled out in Macquarie Fields Parish 

and Moss Vale Parish who in addition 

undertook a refresher course in Child 

Protection. It’s great to see the enthusi-

asm around the Smartboard curriculum 

and ‘mobile training’ being offered as 

well as hearing the stories from lessons 

in the classroom!

I have been excited to have participated 

in a number of classroom visits in the 

Highlands area seeing our wonderful 

volunteers having an incredible im-

pact on our young people. The scones 

weren’t too bad either! Thank you for 

the hospitality of the Moss Vale Parish 

and catechists as well as the opportunity 

to get amongst the action and see some 

amazing teaching techniques!

It was a highlight this Term to also be 

involved in two Easter Liturgies/ les-

sons. Songs and Easter Egg hunts, music 

and prayer... so much fun with a strong 

message about the importance of Easter. 

Thank you to those who were involved 

in organising the combined ventures, it’s 

testimony to the passion and dedication 

you have to the young people and it was 

a privilege to be a part of it.

In the Secondary arena, the Youth Mission 

Team and Regional FEO’s made visits to 

Bulli, Wonoona, Mt Annan and Dapto 

High Schools again rolling out successful 

and well received secondary seminars.

We also made presentations to the 

Catholic High Schools (Nowra, John 

Therry and Magdalene Colleges) and 

commenced training with the Year 11’s 

from John Therry to equip the secondary 

students to be catechists and assistants 

in their local state primary schools. This 

should be finalised in Term 2 with great 

anticipation.

Coming up in Term 2 will be plenty more 

class visits, Smartboard training at Micah 

House on 14th May, our Co-ordinators 

meeting on the 18th June, Catholic 

Secondary students training in the early 

weeks and many more adventures so 

please stay tuned and keep in touch here 

at the Resource Centre!

Thank you for your continued faithful-

ness and look forward to seeing you and 

hearing from you throughout the Term!

Trish McCarthy

Faith Education Officer

Macarthur/ Highlands

(02) 4640 8550

Director for CCD, Jude  Hennessy
teaching Level 1 at Micah House

FEO Trish McCarthy at
Regional Level 1 Basic Training
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Illawarra-Shoalhaven Report
I can honestly say that it feels like it was 

only yesterday when I was sending off 

the first CatechistNET to the printers. 

Like a rollercoaster after that first steep 

incline, we were rocketing along! The 

relatively calm period of Easter and the 

Term 1 school holidays has allowed for a 

moment of exhale and reflection. 

Level 1 was a huge success with good 

numbers turning up for both the new 

Level 1 Basic as well as the full Level 

1 course.The new recruits and those re-

freshing their training managed to create 

quite a nice ‘community within a com-

munity’ during their time together. It was 

lovely to see people sharing stories and 

laughs over cups of tea, coffee and deli-

cious things to eat when we shared lunch. 

We ran Level 1 Basic and Level 1 Full 

in both the normal locations - Bellambi 

and Campbelltown - but we were also 

really pleased to be able to run Level 1 

Basic over two weeks down in Nowra for 

Catechists in Nowra, Vincentia, Milton/

Ulladulla parishes. A special thanks to 

Lyn West for organising this. Another big 

thank you must go to Jude who ran so 

many Child Protection courses in a short 

amount of time that I’m sure it made his 

head spin! His wealth of wisdom, experi-

ence and humour is always a blessing!

Some highlights for the term have been 

getting along to Catechist meetings 

across the Diocese, running SmartBoard 

training in various Parish settings, going 

into State High Schools and sharing 

the Good News of God’s love, visiting 

a school in the Highlands, presenting 

SmartBoard to his Eminence, Cardinal 

Pell and chatting to some students who 

were interested in being Catechists. Lots 

going on!

I must admit, I have spent quite a bit 

of time behind a computer screen this 

past term. Whether it has been creat-

ing brochures for recruiting Student 

Catechists, making posters to promote 

secondary seminars, writing lectures 

for Level 1 Basic or creating an endless 

amount of SmartBoard lessons. My eyes 

are suddenly very square! In Term 2, I 

would love to come to as many Catechist 

meetings and classes as possible. I will 

be contacting coordinators shortly to lock 

in some dates.

I pray your Easter was a safe and holy 

one and I hope you feel revitalised and 

enthused for the term to come. As we 

near the next fast part of the rollercoaster, 

let’s all hold on and continue to enjoy the 

ride! 

Peter Gilmore

Faith Education Officer

Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region

(02) 4225 0137

COLAL SmartBoard Lessons ready for Term 2!
As you would be aware, we have been developing SmartBoard lessons that 

compliment the Christ Our Light and Life (COLAL) SRE Curriculum. Our 

goals are big, our team is small and our time is short but we have managed to 

push through and get all the lessons for Term 2 completed (in your teach-

ing folders these correspond to lessons 9 through 16 for each year). This is 

an amazing effort and the leadership team with the help of our new recruit, 

Belinda Bittar, have done a really great job. The sum total number of lesson 

files we have created in the last few months is 483. By the end of this year 

that number should be 950. This is indeed a version 1.0 product and we hope 

to update and review the lessons on an on-going basis starting from next year 

when we have all four terms completed. Any feedback you have about what 

worked or how we can improve the materials would be most welcome.

If you have not had a chance to attend one of our SmartBoard in-services, I 

would like to encourage you to come along and experience a SmartBoard in 

action for yourself. They are a great tool to add to your toolbelt for use in the 

classroom. 

If you would like an update copy of the lessons, please contact your regional 

Faith Education Officer.

Level 1 Training Graduates for 2012
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COLAL Curriculum Officially launched 
at Cathedral House, Sydney
For the past seven years Robert Haddad, 

Director of Sydney CCD, had been head-

ing up a team developing a new curricu-

lum for use in Public School SRE and on 

Friday, 23 March, that curriculum was 

launched in the presence of his 

Eminence, Cardinal George Pell.  

With over 100 guests in attendance, 

Robert Haddad thanked and acknowl-

edged the mammoth effort of the team 

which included Wollongong CCD’s 

former Regional Coordinator, Leonie 

Green, who was a co-writer of Years K-6. 

The Christ our Light and Life (COLAL) 

replaces the previous curriculum Joy for 

Living which had been in use for almost 

40 years. 

Cardinal Pell has indicated that this is 

the official curriculum to be used by 

Catechists in the Sydney Archdiocese. 

Similarly in Wollongong, Bishop Peter 

Ingham has also said that, with the 

exception of Wollongong’s Kindergarten 

program, COLAL is the officially au-

thorised SRE curriculum of our Diocese. 

The 3rd Edition revision of COLAL has 

brought many improvements and the 

quality of the content  and presentation is 

very good. 

During the launch, I was given an op-

portunity to present the hard work that 

Wollongong CCD has been doing in the 

area of SmartBoard resources and also 

online Catechist accreditation. There was 

an overwhelmingly positive response 

to the work that we have been doing in 

this area. After some light-hearted banter 

regarding technology, His Eminence 

made a point of praising the way that 

CCD is embracing the new learning 

methods. It has been and will continue to 

be a pleasure to be collaborating with the 

Sydney CCD on this project. I have only 

two hopes: One - to get all the lesson 

files done this year; Two - to convince 

Cardinal Pell to try out the SmartBoard 

next time I see him. 

- Peter Gilmore

Secondary SRE Seminars Term 2
Our work providing SRE Seminars in State High Schools is just 

beginning to gain some momentum for 2012. The first term program 

“Priceless” was well received and the students seemed genuinely 

engaged in learning about what God had to say about their value 

and dignity. Continuing the theme, this term’s program is entitled 

“Connected” (right). An even deeper topic to explore, this term we 

will be attempting to break open the theme of relationships and 

what it means to really connect - can people really connect through 

social media? How do we create good, long-lasting relationships 

and what does it mean that God wants to have a relationship with 

us? How can we have a relationship with God? This will be a 

challenging topic for the young people but hopefully will have a 

good positive outcome. Please continue to pray for this important 

arm of the CCD ministry. 

If you know any young Catholics, perhaps at university studying, that 

might be interested in coming along and helping with these seminars, 

please give Trish McCarthy a call on (02) 4640 8550. 

The completed COLAL Curriculum, K-12

Cardinal Pell was greatly encouraged by the 
work done by the CCD.

FEO Peter Gilmore presenting the 
SmartBoard resources at the launch.
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A reflection on The Parable of the Sower
‘Listen! Imagine a sower going out to sow. Now it happened 

that, as he sowed, some of the seed fell on the edge of the 

path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some seed fell on 

rocky ground where it found little soil and at once sprang 

up, because there was no depth of earth; and when the sun 

came up it was scorched and, not having any roots, it with-

ered away. Some seed fell into thorns, and the thorns grew 

up and choked it, and it produced no crop. And some seeds 

fell into rich soil, grew tall and strong, and produced a good 

crop; the yield was thirty, sixty, even a hundredfold.’ And 

he said, ‘Anyone who has ears for listening should listen!’ 

(Mark 4:3-9)

We’ve all been there before. For me it was the last 10 

minutes of a long retreat day with year 12 students. Using 

drama, games, personal sharing and good solid Catholic 

teaching, we had shared the Gospel of God’s love with over 

120 students and, as I was packing up, a sinking feeling 

came over me - Had we had any impact at all? Sure, the 

students had made a response and we had all prayed together 

but is it really going to change anything long term? Are we 

just wasting our time? Most of us that have worked in the 

area of evangelisation for any length of time have had these 

kind of questions. The turning point for me was a kind word 

from a good friend. He said, “Peter, it’s not always going to 

be your job to reap the harvest for the seeds you’ve sowed. 

You may feel like every seed you cast into the field is falling 

on rocky ground, and some of them might have, but that is 

not your concern. Your sole concern is sharing God’s love. 

God is big enough. Leave the rest up to Him.” A weight was 

lifted off my shoulders and I was able to focus on the one 

thing I could control - sharing the message of God’s love the 

best I possibly could. How people respond and what God 

does beyond that point is not up to me. As the Holy Father 

said in his encyclical Verbum Domini, “We cannot keep to 

ourselves the words of eternal life given to us in our encoun-

ter with Jesus Christ: they are meant for everyone, for every 

man and woman. ... It is our responsibility to pass on what, 

by God’s grace, we ourselves have received.” Let us have the 

courage to scatter the seeds as far and as wide as we can and 

to trust that our good Lord will take care of the rest.

Peter Gilmore
Faith Education Officer
Illawarra/Shoalhaven Region

Come and visit the CCD booth @ 
SpiritAlive Ministry Festival
We are incredibly excited to be hosting a CCD booth at the  

upcoming Diocesan Ministry Festival. This will be a chance for us to 

share with everyone the great work done by you, the Catechists of our 

Diocese. If you would like to join us at the booth, we’d love the 

company! Nothing promotes the ministry better than seeing the pas-

sion of those involved! We’d love to have a variety of Catechists there 

throughout the day, even if only for half an hour, to share your story 

with a few people. Please contact Cindy, who will be drawing up a 

roster, on 4640 8550. We can’t wait to see you there!  

10am - 4pm, Saturday 26 May 2012
John Therry Catholic High School
Demetrius Road, Rosemeadow
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For more information, please phone Cindy on 4640 8550

“It is only when we forget ourselves, 
that we do things that will be remembered”

Most Rev Bishop Peter Ingham , DD

Catechist
Become a 

Join our team of over 500 Catechists and discover how  
rewarding sharing our Faith with children can be.

Clear and concise communication and instructions. No more than 3 di-
rections at once e.g When I say ‘go’ I would like you to sit at your table, 
books open and put hands on head to show me you are ready… Go.

Remember: People learn differently so try to incorporate as many of the 
seven learning styles as possible in your lesson plans. This might include 
1) word smart- using word puzzles and word associations 2) Music smart- 
song and dance 3) logic/ number smart- using number games 4) Picture 
smart- drawing or collages 5) Body smart- add gestures to your words 
in songs/ prayers, processions to your prayer space 6) People smart- use 
group work to achieve a task 7) Self smart- getting in touch with what 
things mean for them, journal, reflect, evaluate, share.

Take time to plan. Keep the lesson on track and moving at an appro-
priate pace. Try to link activities together. Have a back up plan! And 
evaluate: what worked well? What could be improved? Did you get the 
message across?

‘Celebrate what’s right with the world’; Build a culture of 
affirmation and positivity. Stay warm, friendly but don’t be afraid  
to be assertive and set boundaries if the need arises. Use names as much 
as possible and encourage manners and participation- catch them doing 
something right and give praise.

Be yourself. There is no better witness/ teacher than a person of integrity 
and genuineness.
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Find us online at www.ccdwoll.org.au


