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“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. And they left their nets at once and followed him” (Matt 5:19-20)
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Message from the Director…
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To mark the occasion, the members of CCRESS from every Catholic  
Diocese in NSW, came together on Friday June 8 for Mass celebrated 
by Most Rev Robert McGuckin, Bishop-elect of Toowoomba, at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. The Mass celebrated the 
efforts of Catechists and prayerfully sought continued blessings on 
this wonderful ministry of Catholic Education in State Schools 
where over 5000 volunteers weekly see around 100,000 Catholic 
students in NSW State Schools. Bishop McGuckin reflected on his own 
experiences as a Catechist and the way that this work powerfully engages 
young people with the person of Jesus.

Mass was followed by a Celebration dinner that brought together special 
guests and awardees who have contributed to the establishment of  
CCRESS and the ongoing development of training programs that have 
prepared Catechists to participate in the Church’s mission to proclaim  
the Gospel. Nineteen special Guests were awarded with medallions 
for their contribution to the leadership of the ministry in the period 
1990-2000 by Bishop Mc-Guckin in the presence of family members, 
colleagues and Diocesan Directors of CCD from around NSW-ACT. 

Sr Martina Sarkis rsj, who did so 
much for this ministry in our Diocese 
during the 1990’s, spoke on behalf 
of all of the awardees after the 
presentation of medallions. Sr 
Martina noted how all recipients 
were honoured to receive these 
awards, not for themselves, but on 
behalf of all Catechists. (Cont. pg 3)

Celebrating the amazing work 
of Catechists and CCRESS
The Catholic Conference of Religious Educators 
in State Schools (CCRESS) this year celebrates 
its 25th Anniversary. This anniversary also 
coincides with 50 Years of quality training for 
Catholic Catechists who teach Special Religious  
Education (SRE) in State Schools in NSW.
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Important Calendar Dates

Level 2 Course    9:30am – 2:00pm 
Macarthur-Highlands Region  July 23, 30, 
CCD Centre, Micah House  August 6, 13, 20, 27 

Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region   July 20, 27, 
Xavier Centre, Bellambi  August 3, 10, 17, 24

IT Skills     9:30am – 12:30pm 
CCD Centre, Micah House  September 3

Xavier Center, Bellambi  September 7

SMARTBoard Skills    9:30am – 12:30pm 
CCD Centre, Micah House  September 10

Xavier Center, Bellambi  September 14

Regional SMARTBoard Skills  9:30am – 12:00pm 
Please call Peter Gilmore (4225 0137) or Trish McCarthy  
(4640 8550) to book a regional SMARTBoard Skills training. 
We provide all technology required.

Catechist Retreat   9:30am – 2:30pm 
Macarthur-Highlands Region  October 15

Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region  October 22

Annual Catechist Mass  10:30am
St. John Vianney’s Co-Cathedral November 10

CatechistNET © 2012 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine - Diocese of Wollongong  
This magazine is a publication of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. All images and content are the intellectual property of 

the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine - Diocese of Wollongong unless otherwise stated.

For bookings at these courses/events, please contact 
Cindy Oliver on 4640 8550 or  

cindy.oliver@woll.catholic.org.au

CATECHIST
TRAINING 
LEVEL II

Contact Cindy Oliver for more details - (02) 4640 8550

Bellambi 2012
Friday July 20, 27, Aug 3, 10, 17, 24

Campbelltown 2012
Monday July 23, 30, Aug 6, 13, 20, 27
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Message from the Director…  
Continued from page 1
Further to this Sr Martina emphasized how she as 
a Sister of St. Joseph, was certain that the work of 
Catechists would continue to be dear to the heart of St 
Mary of the Cross MacKillop. Sr Joan Goodwin rsj, who 
continues to do so much for this ministry in our Diocese, 
 was also recognised on the night for her efforts in the 

period 1990-2000 
in the Diocese of 
Broken Bay!

It is fitting in this 
year that marks 25 
years of CCRESS 
and 50 Years of 
quality training for 
Catholic Catechists, 

that CCRESS will launch online training programs for the 
ongoing development of Catechists in their work and 
again, I’d like to acknowledge the significant work done by 
the Wollongong CCD team in helping to bring this vision to 
fruition for all of NSW.

As you will note throughout this edition of CatNet, there 
are many exciting things happening in this ministry at 
present. I hope you enjoy reading the material in this 
edition of CatNET and are spurred on to continued 
passionate support of this ministry.

Regards,
Mr Jude Hennessy
Diocesan Director CCD

Sr Joan rsj & Sr Martina rsj after 
receiving their CCRESS medallions.

A Year of Grace for Catechists and  
the Children that we Teach (from Faith & Life News, June 2012)
One of the most rewarding features 
of my work as Director of CCD  
involves engaging with Catechists 
of our Diocese who are just so 
passionate about their work. Each 
training day or Parish meeting that 
I am able to attend allows me to 
hear unique personal stories from 
Catechists who love working with 
kids in State Schools and helping 
to make the Person of Jesus better 
known and loved.

Catechists engage all types of 
students, those who are already 
well formed in faith and those who 
are hearing many of the stories 
that are central to our faith for the 
first time. Much time goes into their 
preparation for classes. Lesson 
content is one aspect. Thinking 
about classroom management 
techniques is another. Personal 
prayer too, is another critical factor 

of lesson preparation that fills our 
own tank so that we are open to the 
‘nudging’ of the Holy Spirit as we 
share the Faith of the Church with 
young people.

The Year of Grace is a critical chance 
for all of us in the Church to ‘Start 
afresh from Christ’. For Catechists it 
is an opportunity to again embrace 
our own personal relationship with 
Jesus, and by so doing ensure that 
he truly walks beside us as we enter 
into our classrooms each week.

While it is obviously important to 
ensure that the content of our 
lessons is true to the approved 
curriculum, all of the training 
programs we run for Catechists 
remind us that one of the most 
important things we can do each 
week with students is to bring 
them to an experience of God in 

prayer. More than anything else, our 
lessons endeavour to bring students 
to a personal encounter with 
Jesus, and moments of prayer with 
students do just that.

Truly as Catechists, we should desire 
this to be a year where the students 
in our care are drawn more deeply 
into an experience of grace and the 
most tangible way we can do this 
is to nurture students’ faith not just 
through our teaching, but just as 
critically, through an experience of 
the Spirit through prayer. 

Mr Jude Hennessy

Check out Jude’s top tips for 
praying with kids on the back 
page of this edition of the 
CatechistNET.
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Macarthur-Highlands Report
Wow, I can’t believe another Term has 
flown by and we are already heading 
into the back end of the year! Things 
have been moving pretty consistently 
with some exciting events to report on.
This Term, with the absence of 
weekly catechist diploma training, we 
have been able to roll out numerous 
Parish visits and training courses 
for catechists. Teaming up with Pete 
and Jude, I have ventured out of my 
‘boundaries’ and had the opportunity 
to engage with catechists right across 
the Diocese. The courses have been 
fun and interactive and a great chance 
for catechists to come together and 
‘just be’ in the company of friends and 
fellow teachers with many laughs and 
good food shared. I look back now 
and laugh at some of the things that 
have happened during some of these 
visits. For instance, the timing was 

perfect when the data projector at our 
Dapto training day decided to stop 
working just as I’d finished explaining 
how SMARTBoard’s can make your 
teaching life easier!

Some other snapshots from ‘around 
the grounds’ include The Spirit Alive 
festival which was a great opportu-
nity to be involved in showcasing the 
CCD ministry. Several IT courses 
were made available throughout the 
diocese. We continue to be involved in 
class visits for Secondary SRE. Mount 
Annan High was a highlight with 
approximately 20 students attending 
from Year 7, 8 & 9. Finally, the  
commencement of training 
approximately 30 new Secondary 
School catechists was a pleasure to 
be involved in (more on this a little 
later in CatNET!) 

Term three is shaping up to be a big 
one particularly with Level 2 kicking 
off on the 23rd July at Micah House 
running for six consecutive weeks. 
Get the word out and be encouraged 
to come along for some outstanding 
teaching, personal faith formation, 
fellowship and delicious morning teas! 
This course is closely followed by 

an IT training course and a SMART-
Board course. Be brave! Take the 
opportunity to learn something new 
and refresh your understanding of 
faith and life as well as time to do 
something special for yourself.

I’m looking forward to serving you 
over the coming Term and hopefully 
catching up ‘out in the field’. Thank 
you for your enthusiasm and 
consistent presence in our State 
schools and parishes. What you do 
makes a difference in many lives and 
I have enjoyed every minute of my 
twelve months (ALREADY!) in the 
role.

Warm Regards,
Miss Trish McCarthy
FEO, Macarthur-Highlands
(02) 4640 8550

Vicki Mair, Helen Ryan with Trish  
McCarthy at the CCRESS Conference

The A-Team, Jude and Trish 
working hard on training courses.

CATECHIST RETREAT 2012   STARTING AFRESH FROM CHRIST

Receive, Recognise and Respond

CATECHIST RETREAT 2012
“God is always present to us, offering the gift of his loving 
self. So, all we need to do is to receive this overflowing 
gift of his grace, to recognise his loving presence in that 
gift, and thereby respond to him in thanksgiving.  
Receive, Recognise, Respond.”

- Bishop Peter Comensoli

Macarthur-Highlands, Monday 15 October
Douglas Park, St Mary’s Towers 

9:30am-2:30pm

Illawarra-Shoalhaven, Monday 22 October
Gerringong Parish Centre 

9:30am-2:30pm

Morning Tea provided. Please bring a packed lunch.
Call Cindy on 4640 8550 to book.
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Illawarra-Shoalhaven Report
In Tolkien’s classic novel ‘The Hobbit’, 
Bilbo Baggins - a hobbit of small 
stature - remarks, “We hobbits are 
plain, quiet creatures. Adventures 
make one late for dinner.” Given the 
pace of the last few months, one 
would be hard pressed to not describe 
the time as an adventure. It has all the 
telltale qualities - travels to distant 
lands, meeting many new people and 
many victories amidst adversity. And 
the adventure we are having together 
in this ministry is a good story and 
it’s one worth sharing. During our last 
coordinators meeting here at the 
Xavier Centre in Bellambi, there was 
definitely no shortage of Good News 
to share around the table. This is a 
good adventure and I’d like to share 
some of what’s been going on recently.

As you would know, the SMARTBoard 
resources we have been developing 
in Wollongong have received a lot 
positive feedback not only from 
Catechists and Catholic School 
teachers in Wollongong but from 
people right around the state. We 
have run quite a number of localised 
trainings in the past few months - 
training highlights include Dapto, 
where interest was so high that we 
had to sardine into a small room, and 
Vincentia, where 17 wonderful 
Catechists came out to discover what 
all the hype was about. I was re-
ally honoured to go with Jude on the 
14th of June to CCD Parramatta’s 
leadership meeting and do some 
initial training with the FEOs from that 
Diocese to prepare them for training 
their Catechists. I look forward to 
powering through, with Belinda 
Bittar’s help, and getting the final 
two terms out to Catechists. We will 
then be able to go back over all the 
lessons and commence revising 
and “bug” fixing them. 

Another Good News story has been 
the response of the young people 
who are being trained as Student 
Catechists. When you are immersed 

in youth culture as I often am with 
the volunteering I do with teens, it 
can be difficult to remain hopeful 
and positive. Modern youth culture is 
drenched in negativity, pessimism and 
relativism. And in the midst of this,
there are currently around 30 young 
people who are standing up to say, “I 
may not get it all or understand it all 
but being a Catechist is a good idea 
and sharing my faith is a good thing”. 
This gives me great hope.  

I pray that we continue on the 
adventure of this year, confident 
in God’s abundant grace and love.  
God bless.

Mr Peter Gilmore
FEO, Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region
(02) 4225 0137

CCD Paramatta and SMARTBoard for Term 3

As I mentioned above, on Thursday 14th June, Jude 
and I travelled up to the Dicoesan Offices for CCD in 
Paramatta to meet with the CCD Director, Paul 
Worthington, and his great leadership team of nine 
regional coordinators. Over the course of a few hours 
we gave them a run down of SMARTBoard technology 
and the curriculum materials we had developed. We 
were pleased to discover that many of them had already 
been using SMARTBoards in their own classrooms. 

The level of enthusiasm surrounding both the possi-
bilities that SMARTBoards bring and also the materials 
we have been creating over the past six months was 
definitely a great gust of wind for our sails. Thank you 
Paramatta CCD for the invitation to come and share 
with you. 

In related news, the SMARTBoard lesson files for 
Term 3 are nearing completion and should be ready 
by the time you receive this edition of the CatNET. 
The easiest way to get an update version is to get your 
coordinator to collect your parishes USBs and drop them 
in an envelope and send them to your regional CCD 
Office. Please note: USBs sent in will be completely 
wiped first. If you have any personal files on the USB, be 
sure to back them up first.     

Mr Peter Gilmore

A SMARTBoard In-Service at Bellambi

Don’t forget!
You can download the latest 
SMARTBoard files from our  
website (www.ccdwoll.org.au) 
OR Send your USB with your 
name and return address to Cindy 
Oliver (02 4640 8550) at 

CCD Resource Centre,  
35A Cordeaux St,  

Campbelltown, NSW, 2560
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Secondary School Catechist Training
Over the last few months we have 
been working hard to lay the ground-
work for the Secondary School 
Catechist Pilot Program. 
The program is designed 
specifically for Year 10 and 
11 students, from Catholic 
Secondary Schools, to gain 
accreditation and be involved 
as both catechists and helpers 
in local State primary schools 
teaching SRE. The benefits of 
such a program are unlimited. 
To highlight some of these is 
an injection of catechists to 
the ministry, a strengthening of 
relationship between school 
and parish, a strong witness and 
culture of service and leader-
ship within the school community, 
development of valuable and lifelong 
skills for students taking part and 
strong, positive role models for 
primary students.

The process has seen the training 
streamlined to accommodate the 
nature of school life with programs 
delivered over two to three days, 
covering all the basic requirements of 
School, Church and Government 
guidelines without compromising the 

quality of training. Topics include Child  
Protection training, Nurturing Faith, 
Classroom Management tech-

niques, Teaching and Learning 
strategies,  SMARTBoard training, 
as well as Creed, Faith and Belief.

So far six students form John Therry 
Catholic High School have completed 
their training and are in the final 
stages of accreditation with the 
aim to begin teaching in Term 3. 
Magdalene Catholic High School had 
18 students completing the first day of 
training with their second instalment 
taking place before the end of Term. 

St John’s Nowra is the third school 
involved in the pilot program with 
a similar number of interested 

students completing training by 
the end of Term 2. All are eager 
to start working along side  
Parish Catechists.

Students have been carefully 
selected showing passion, 
enthusiasm, leadership and 
generosity. The expectations of 
students means this program 
is not for the faint hearted and 
includes a commitment to 
parish life, the Sacraments and 
ongoing personal faith formation 
opportunities. The calibre of the 
students involved has been very 

encouraging and will, without doubt, 
add another dimension to the CCD 
ministry. School Staff and the  Student 
Catechists are now organising to 
get into the classrooms to help 
Parish Catechists early in Term 3. We 
are hopeful that Catechists working 
with these senior Students will em-
brace their involvement and nurture 
these Student Catechists as they ea-
gerly offer their help to Parishes

Miss Trish McCarthy

Some Student Catechists from Magdalene College 
in Camden - Ali, Sarah, Tamara, Eliza & Elizabeth 

Students from John Therry High School, Principal Karen Young 
and Rosemeadow Catechists after completing their training

Year 10 Students from St John’s Nowra on the final day of their 
Student Catechist Training
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A Catechist’s Tale
Name: David Collins
Parish: Dapto
Teaches: Yr 4

My Story
I was born at Crown St 
Women’s hospital Sydney 
on April 15th 1967. I have 
one older Sister and a 
nephew, and my parents 
recently celebrated 50yrs 
of marriage. I’ve been lucky 
to have a solid family unit 

around me throughout my life. I had a happy childhood 
growing up in Fairfield, Western Sydney, with many great 
memories from this time. 

In August 2004 I moved to Wollongong, which also held 
many fond memories as this is where my grandparents 
lived when they migrated from Malta. I’m now a Wedding 
MC, Radio broadcaster on VOX FM amongst many other 
interests.

What I love about being a Catechist? 
Attending a Sunday church service at St John’s Dapto in 
late 2011, a video of Bishop Ingham was played where 
he was explaining the role of a catechist including the re-
wards, such as personal growth and a strengthened faith 
being available from taking on this role. I was intrigued 
by what he said, as I was quite ignorant as to what a 
Catechist actually was or did! I was interested enough 
to put my name down at the conclusion of the Mass and 
before I knew it I was in the Catechist training course at 
Bellambi! 

I have now been teaching 4th class at Mt Brown for
around 3 months. One of the most rewarding aspects 
for me is how switched on and enthusiastic the kids are. 
Children are intrigued, they’re hungry for knowledge on 
Christ and what is available to them through faith. As 
they learn through us, we learn from them. 

Thanks David for sharing your story. Do you have a  
Catechist’s Tale to share or know another catechist  
who might? We’d love to hear it! Please contact Jude 
Hennessy on jude.hennessy@woll.catholic.org.au

New Tricks in the classroom
We all know the saying “You can’t 
teach an old dog new tricks”. In early 
June the Dapto catechists swapped 
our usual monthly meeting for 
SMARTboard training. This was a 
chance for the CCD team of Jude, 
Peter and Trish to teach us some new 
tricks. As the room filled up with those 
eager for training, the day started with 
the Child Protection update. 

When Jude, Peter and Trish produced 
the little red stick (USBs) of SMART-
Board lessons, Catechists watched 
in awe as the team demonstrated 
the range of e-teaching resources 
they have developed for K – 6 based 
on our Christ Our Light and Life  
syllabus.  They were deft at explain-
ing this well thought out resource.  
Peter explained  the basic capabilities 
of the SMARTBoard technology and 

wowed us with the “magic pen” facility. 
The little red stick allows us to adapt 
our teaching to use 21st century 
technology now available to us in 
the classroom.

To top the morning off, a delicious 
lunch was provided at the Dapto  
Presbytery by  Father Francis Tran. 
We left clutching our new red USBs 
feeling valued, encouraged and 
invigorated. 

This technology doesn’t replace what 
we have been doing and how we do 
it but (with apologies to the  
Catechists) we sure do feel like “old 
dogs with new tricks”!!

Robyn Ford  
Catechist, Dapto Parish

Kiama Parish Training

Vincentia Parish Training

Nowra Parish Training

Are you interested in learning more about SMARTBoards? The CCD Leadership team would be more than 
happy to come to your Parish and run a SMARTBoard In-service for you and your fellow Catechists. Let your  
Parish Coordinator know and they can give Peter or Trish a call to arrange a training date.
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For more information, please phone Cindy on 4640 8550

“It is only when we forget ourselves, 
that we do things that will be remembered”

Most Rev Bishop Peter Ingham , DD

Catechist
Become a 

Join our team of over 500 Catechists and discover how  
rewarding sharing our Faith with children can be.

1

Find us online at www.ccdwoll.org.au

Create a sense of sacred space by inviting the 
children to focus on the presence of God. If 
possible, move the children to a special prayer 

space in the room. A small table covered with a cloth the 
colour of the liturgical season can serve as a focal point. 
On the table place an open Bible, and one or more of the 
following: a bowl of holy water, a cross, a religious image 
or statue, a plant or flower, or a candle.

If possible, play reflective instrumental music in 
the background to create an appropriate atmos-
phere for prayer.

As the children gather around the prayer cen-
tre, ask them to find positions in which they are 
comfortable yet alert.

Ask the children to breathe slowly by taking in 
long breaths and letting them out gradually as 
they relax and become more open to God.

Begin and end by leading the children in  
praying the Sign of the Cross. Speak slowly,  
deliberately, and reverently.

Sometimes it might be appropriate to involve 
the children in some bodily action or gestures 
as a means of reinforcing the prayer experience 

physically.

Remember that to lead prayer does not mean to 
“do” the prayer for the children. Be aware of how 
you are leading them to participate, whether it 

be through silence or through speaking or singing.

Foster a welcoming spirit for the prayer time 
and space. When inviting children to pray aloud 
in their own words, remember that God wel-

comes all of us—whether our words sound solemn or 
silly. If kids get distracted, calmly remind the children that 
this is a special time of being with God. Invite them to be 
still once again and to pay attention to their breathing.

Be sure to invite the children to spend time in 
silence with God at home as well so they can 
become aware of how God wants to be with 

each of them in a special way.

(Ideas modified from www.loyolapress.com/tips-for-praying-with-children.htm)

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Do you have a top tip that we should know about? Email Peter @ peter.gilmore@woll.catholic.org.au


