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It has been great to hear their stories and see them grow in understanding and 
confidence as they prepare to take their first SRE classes and then later to hear the 
feedback about their lessons as they move through the Level 1 course.

You may have noticied over the course of the last few weeks there have been a series 
of articles and stories in the mainstream media regarding the growth of ethics classes 
across the State to around 7000 students. I have been asked to comment variously 
about matters relating to Catholic SRE and always try to explain how there are around 
300,000 students who attend Special Religious Education lessons every week, with 
around 12,000 volunteers. Our own Catholic contribution to this is around 5000
Catechists seeing almost 100,000 students in State Schools every week. It is an 
incredible contribution Public Education supporting the majority of families in 
Government Schools who desire their kids to be formed in the faith of their families. 

As you go about your work in the CCD Ministry this year, know that it is valued. It is 
valued by the Government and the Department of Education and Communities. It is 
valued by the parents who choose to have their kids formed in the faith of their family. 
It is valued by your Church and Parish community. It is most definitely valued by the 
students we teach. 

As you would appreciate, we as a CCD Leadership Team are always trying to come up 
with ways to attract and make it easier for people to be involved in this ministry. In 
recent years, that has seen the advent of Level I Basic Courses that enable Catechists 
to get the training they need to be able to confidently enter the classroom. We are 
moving around the Diocese to offer this training in as many locations as possible, so 
please make sure you check out what is on offer on our Calendar, especially our big 
Catechist Evangelisation Day on July 3 with the Bishop and some great guest
speakers, lunch and Mass at the new Xavier Centre right next door to the Cathedral. 
Seriously, you should go and put that in your diary now, it’s going to be a great day.

Thanks to Cindy Oliver who has been so diligent in organising the commencement of 
training in Term 1 and launched some very successful craft morning teas for
Catechists at Micah House. Finally, thanks to our wonderful Parish Coordinators who 
do an incredible amount of work thoughout the year, but especially in Term 1, to 
ensure classes are covered in the 140 schools we go into each week. 

I know I speak on behalf of the whole CCD Leadership team when I say it is a great 
privilege to work with Catechists. As always, if there is anything big or small CCD can 
do to support you in your great work as Catechists, don’t hesitate to contact us.

God bless,

Mr Jude Hennessy
Diocesan Director
CCD Wollongong

I hope all our Catechists throughout the Diocese 
have had a good start back into SRE lessons with 
the students in your classes. The CCD Leadership 
Team have been overwhelmed with the training 
for new Catechists keen to join this ministry in 
2013. 
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Written by 
Jude Hennessy
Diocesan Director
CCD Wollongong

SMARTBoards comes alive
with music in 2013
Catholic musicians display extraordinary generosity to volunteer Catechists
Towards the end of 2012, CCD 
Wollongong approached a number of 
musicians who produce quality 
music for Religious Education to
discuss the possibility of making 
their material available for  
Catechists. 

Each of the musicians or groups spoke highly 
of the volunteer work of Catechists and said, 
we can have access to their music for use 
with our SMARTBoard curriculum. As many 
of our Catechists know, these songs are 
available right now, with the music, lyrics 
and graphics built into the SMARTBoard 
files.

Congratulations to Peter Gilmore who has 
transformed the music into SMARTBoard 
files, which when played show the lyrics on 
the board for kids and accompanying 
graphics. Importantly, while understanding 
that this was a Dicoese of Wollongong 
project, each of the musicians has made 
their material available on SMARTBoards for 
Catechists in Dioceses across NSW. A huge 
thank you to each of our musicians for their 
support of the work of Catechists. We will 
give you more infomation about each of our 
contributing artists throughout the year. 
Importantly, if you would like to purchase 
copies of their music, you can do so via CCD 
Wollongong Resource Centre.

How do you get to use 
this material?
Simply book in for one of our SMARTBoard 
training courses, learn how simple the 
material is to use and you will get a copy of 
all the materials for lessons K-6. 

Two By 2 is one of the groups whose 
music we will use. Paul Simon, the promoter 
of Two by 2’s music said at our meeting, 
‘that he used to be a Catechist’ when he was 
at University and making Two by 2’s music 
available to these great volunteers free of 
charge is at the heart of the evangelising 
purpose of Two by 2’s music. The material 
developed by Two by 2 has taken into
account the COLAL curriculum and we are 
really grateful for their generosity.  (find out 
more about Two By 2 at www.twoby2.com)

John Burland, whose material is well 
known amongst Catechists, when asked if 
he would consider making his work
available to Catechists did not hesitate and 
said down the phone, ‘anything for
Catechists, they do amazing work’ and his 
songs along with all other contributors will 
be built into the SMARTBoard files as we 
move through each term. 
(find out more about John Burland at
www.johnburland.com)

The Dogmatics, who have written a variety 
of Albums for use in Schools, similarly were 
very generous in their desire to get their 
music in the hands of Catechists. The 
Wollongong based group who have a 
passion for making good music for kids that 
enliven their faith eagerly made their 
material available, noting the huge respect 
they have for the work of Catechists. (find 
out more about The Dogmatics at 
www.dogmaticmusic.net)

Kim Rowling, herself an experienced 
Primary School, Music and Religious 
Education teacher, has made her new 
album ‘By your Love’ Available for all those 
in the CCD ministry. Kim has written 
beautiful songs that are easy for kids to join 
in with and her permission to use her 
music as part of SMARTBoard files  
recognises the contribution made by 
Catechists to the life of our Church. 
Thanks Kim!

Which musicians have come on board?



VOLUME 11 ISSUE 1 -  MARCH 2013PAGE 4

Child Protection Updates 
across the Diocese
The word is out that Child Protection updates are at the forefront of the CCD agenda for this year

This is an important aspect of our 
Catechists training and something 
that has been given priority for 
many years. It is important that we  
maintain our commitment to high 
standards when it comes to
creating a culture of safety amongst 
our young people, and Child
Protection training and updates 
remain a critical focus of our work 
with Catechists.

Many of you would be aware that we are 
offering a number of additional and 
‘mobile’ Child Protection courses to ensure 
that you have the most current

information available to you. This includes 
changes in legislation, at risk behaviour, 
reporting protocols and strategies for 
addressing any issues that arise as a result 
of your involvement in the ministry.

In addition to updating your accreditation, 
it would be remiss of me not to mention 
the proposed changes to the system. The 
new changes will see volunteers given a 
Identity Number which will be obtained 
by verifying your identity with the RTA. 
This system looks to simplify the current 
process, make it more accessible and easier 
to use. For example, you will no longer be 
required to fill out a declaration for every 
volunteer position you engage in. The one 
check and clearance number will suffice 

and be valid for three years. You do not 
have to do anything about this now. It will 
be phased in over a number of years and is 
at no cost to volunteers.

If you have any concerns, questions or
insights about Child Protection policies and 
procedures, please don’t hesitate to contact 
the CCD Leadership team who are more 
than happy to assist.

Written by 
Trish McCarthy 
Faith Education Officer
Macarthur-Highlands Region

Resource Centre Move
A quick update on the Diocesan Resource Centre’s move from Bellambi to Wollongong

As outlined in the last edition of the 
CatechistNet, the Resource Centre at 
Bellambi was shutting for a short period 
to allow a move to the new Diocesan 
Offices, the Xavier Centre, 38 Harbour St 
Wollongong. Anne Russell and her team of 
helpers have been working hard and are 
now located in the new Diocesan Resource 
Centre. Catechists are encouraged to drop 
in at the new facility to have a look around 
the new Resource Centre which 
adjoins the Cathedral Books & Gifts shop. 
There is plenty of parking off Harbour Street 
and the entrance to the Shop and Resource 
centre is off Crown Street.
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Excitement builds for Catechist Trip
to the Holy Lands 2013 (September 24 - October 14, 2013)

Half of the Spots allocated to Wollongong Catechists for the trip to the Holy Lands have been filled!

At the end of last year CatechistNet 
advertised the trip for Catechists 
being organised to the Holy Land for 
2013. Other Dioceses thought it was 
a great idea hence we will be joined 
on the pilgrimage by Catechists 
from the Parramatta Diocese as we 
journey through a land that will 
bring to life the Scriptures we share 
with young people in our ministry as 
Catechists.

Pilgrimages have long been a key part of 
personal faith formation. We would expect 
this trip to be one that nurtures Catechists 

in their knowledge of the faith, deepens 
their spirituality and enhances their
knowledge and skills as a Catechist. Harvest
Pilgrimages have put together the tour for 
Catechists called the Exodus Journey, a 
21-Day Biblical pilgrimage from Cairo to 
Jerusalem. We will depart on September 24, 
as we journey through the lands that
Moses and Jesus walked through Egypt and 
the Holy Land, returning on October 14. 
The cost of approximately $7000 (twin 
share) includes airfares, coach travel, 
accommodation and meals. Bishop Peter 
Ingham will join us on the journey when 
we reach the Holy Land, with the group 
celebrating Mass every day in spectacular 
locations. 

Booking your spot 
Interest in the trip has already been very 
strong, in fact half of the spots allocated 
for Wollongong are gone already. Spots 
are limited and will be allocated on a first 
come, first served basis with the pilgrimage 
being limited to Catechists either on their 
own or with their spouses. To book your 
spot or ask questions, you need to contact 
Joanne Morgan at Harvest Pilgrimages 
on 9390 5460 or
joannemorgan@pilgrimage.net.au, 
complete a booking form and pay your 
deposit. Please do not hesitate to call if you 
would like to discuss the CCD Wollongong 
2013 Exodus Journey.

Written by 
Jude Hennessy
Diocesan Director
CCD Wollongong

Good Response to the Call
for New Catechists
We have had a very encouraging response 
to our call for new Catechists in Parishes 
in 2012 -13. The video produced by the 
Diocese has been used across NSW and 
the feedback has been great, with good 
numbers of Parishioners putting their hand 
up to be involved in this ministry. If you 
haven’t had the chance to show the I’m 
A Catechist Video in your Parish as part 
of the promotions yet, really try to find an 
opportunity this year as it is very effective 
in giving Parishioners a sense of what being 
a Catechist is like. 

Our Level 1 Basic Training Courses have 
been run at the New Xavier Centre,
Wollongong, at Albion Park and Micah 

House, Campbelltown. There have also 
been lots of Catechists coming to the
training on use of SMARTBoards and to 
update their Child Protection training.
Additional training will be offered further 
South later in the year as we support the 
solid group of new Catechists South of 
Nowra. Don’t forget, if you already have 
qualifications as a teacher or know
someone who has, we can look at
exemptions from much of the basic training 
to get people into the classroom quickly.
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Full-speed ahead in 2013
First Quarter : CCD in the Diocese of Wollongong

Quick question… Has anybody seen
the start of the year? I seem to have 
misplaced it! There is no doubt about 
it, as we all know the year is very 
much in full swing. However, despite 
things ‘sneaking up’, I always wel-
come a new day, a new month, a new 
year. It brings with it anticipation,
excitement, freshness and a new
energy that lays the foundation for 
the adventure ahead.

I hope you are all well and feel the Grace of 
Christmas, Lent and Easter permeating your 
lives. In our neck of the woods we have
completed the first Level 1 Basic course of the 
year and are part way through the full Level 1 
course. There was a positive response to our 
Catechist Sunday appeals and we have seen 
an influx of new Catechists join the ‘family’ 
and take on the mission. It was encouraging 
to see some seasoned catechists join our new 
catechists on the first two weeks of training, 
lending a hand and brushing up on some 
valuable skills!

Within our Secondary Schools, we are in the 
initial stages of inviting students to be a part 
of the ministry sharing the vision with them 
and encouraging them to give beyond
themselves. In a society that values
individualism, it is warming to see the
generosity of our young people and I believe 
our Church is in good hands.

We have had many visitors frequenting the 
Resource Centre and I feel a real ‘buzz’ about 
the place with catechists even offering their 
services to assist in making it a
valuable place of connection and easier to 
find resources. In the next few months we 
will be offering refresher courses in Child 
Protection and I’m looking forward to getting 
out into the neighbourhood to touch base 
with you personally. I have a few Easter
Assemblies to which I have been invited, 
which are always a delight! 

Speaking of Easter I’ll leave you with this 
thought… Prior to Lent starting, the Gospel 
spoke of ‘Casting your nets into the deep’.  In 
contrast to this depth we are called to, to be 
referred to as a ‘shallow person’ can leave 
quite a sting because we know we are
created to be much more than that. The rich 
soil of humanity has such depth that even
living out of the ‘top soil’ gives the
appearance of a life well lived. The challenge 
I received in my Lenten journey was to take 
on those words of the Gospel and ‘Go
deeper’ both within my own heart and the 
Heart of God that I might tap into the
profound mystery of His Love and Mercy. In 
this Lenten season as we prepare for Easter, 
may you find everything you need,
particularly for your ministry, in Him who is 
the Source of Life.  

Written by 
Trish McCarthy 
Faith Education Officer
Macarthur-Highlands Region

Catechist Training Level II
Take your training to the next level

• Dimensions of Child Development • Children with Diverse Needs
• The Story of God’s People (Jewish and Christian Foundations)
• Helping Children Learn about the Church • The Liturgical Year 
• Living our Faith: Christain Response • Moral Development and Values 
• Story, Song & Symbol in SRE • Faith and Belief • and more...

Campbelltown 2013
Monday May 6, 13, 20, 27
June 3, 17

Wollongong 2013
Friday May 10, 17, 24, 31
June 7, 14

Contact Cindy Oliver for details - (02) 4640 8550
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Over the course of the next 3 months, 
Dioceses from around NSW will be 
sending key members of their CCD
personnel to Wollongong to video
the content required for Catechist
training. 

Their presentations will be made available to 
Catechists via the internet. The training will 
be managed across the Dioceses by the newly 
appointed Executive Assistant for CCRESS, 
Mrs Jennifer Dally-Watkins, a position that 
the NSW Bishops have also generously 
established and funded, in recognition of the 
incredible contribution made by Catechists to 
Public Education and the evangelising
mission of the Church.

CCD Wollongong oversee the development
of the online learning project for Catechists,
that will give Catechists much greater
flexibility to training for our Catechists, 
indeed for Catechists right across NSW, who 

will be able to log onto the Web based
material and complete training at home, in 
our CCD Resource Centres, perhaps at the 
local Catholic school, in their local Parish 
Centres or on their own or with a small group 
of Catechists. It is an exciting project follow-
ing hot on the heels of the SmartBoard
Curriculum materials developed last year, 
that are also available online for Catechists 
throughout NSW.

I thank Peter Gilmore and Trish McCarthy for 
the energy and enthusiasm they have shown 
for this ministry in enabling Wollongong to 
say ‘yes’ to these projects, while maintaining 
their “on the ground” support for Catechists 
and Coordinators in Schools. Their work rate 
astounds me! 

Lights, Camera... Training?

Understanding USB versions 
When we began the SMARTBoard project, I 
knew that it was never going to be perfect 
on first release. To leave room for us to 
make the lessons more awesome than they 
already are and also to add new features, 
like the music that Jude spoke of earlier in 
this issue of CatechistNET, the index file on 
the USBs comes with a version number.
You can find it on the home screen of the 
index underneath the graphic of the “Christ 
Our Light and Life” logo. At time of
printing this magazine, the most up-to-date 
public version of the lesson files is v1.5.0. 
We are currently gearing up to release the 
new music videos for Term 2 which will be 
ready in time for the commencement of the 
second term.

Highlights of the v1.5.0 release were the 
new addition of music for Term 1 and 
miscellaneous corrections across the whole 
SMARTBoard Curriculum. Currently Belinda 
Bittar and I are hard at work putting the 
finishing touches on the Term 2 release 
(which will be v1.6.0). This release will 
include the new music for Term 2, new 
activities to replace the activities that were 
less popular in the classroom, more correc-
tions and also extra questions and words 
for multiple choice and soccer games. 

How can you get the new files?
In 2013 we are asking Parish Coordinators 
to collect up the little red USBs at the end 
of each term and send them back to their 
regional Faith Education Officer. These will 
be wiped and refreshed with the latest 
versions of the files and then sent back 
out again before the next term begins. The 
deadline to get the USBs sent and in so that 
you have them back in time for Term 2 is 
the 17th of April. Alternately, you can send 
or bring in your USBs individually. 

New Viewer for SMARTBoard files
Not many of us have the luxury of having a 
full-sized SMARTBoard in our home. In fact, 
I don’t know anyone that does! So in order 
to review the SMARTBoard files and plan 
your lesson, you need to have software 

installed on your PC or Mac at home (on
either your laptop or desktop computer). 
Up until this point, we have had to put 
up with pretty sub-standard SMARTBoard 
viewing software. It has been buggy and 
very different looking when compared to 
the actual SMARTBoard software in the 
classroom. We’re pleased to let you know 
that the company that makes
SMARTBoards, SmartTech, have released 
new viewers for both PC and Mac that are 
of a much higher quality and standard. They 
also replicate the classroom experience 
much more closely. These new viewers will 
be loaded onto the USBs that we distribute.

The Catechists of Wollongong are 
embracing life on the cutting edge of
classroom technology! These are definitely 
exciting times!

SMARTBoard Curriculum Update

Written by 
Peter Gilmore
Faith Education Officer
Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region

Written by 
Jude Hennessy
Diocesan Director
CCD Wollongong
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Important Calendar Dates
Catechist Coordinator Meetings 10:00am - 11:30am
Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region  June 21,
Xavier Centre, Wollongong   November 29 

Macarthur-Highlands Region  June 24,
CCD Centre, Micah House  December 2

Level II Course (6 wks)   9:30am – 1:30pm 
Macarthur-Highlands Region  May 6, 13, 20, 27
CCD Centre, Micah House  June 3, 17 

Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region  May 10, 17, 24, 31
Xavier Centre, Wollongong   June 7, 14 

Level III Course (6 wks)   9:30am – 1:30pm 
Macarthur-Highlands Region  July 29, Aug 5, 12, 19
CCD Centre, Micah House  Aug 26, Sept 2 

Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region  Aug 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Xavier Centre, Wollongong   Sept 6

Child Protection    9:30am – 11:30pm 
CCD Centre, Micah House  July 15 

Xavier Center, Wollongong  July 19

SMARTBoard Skills    9:30am – 12:00pm 
CCD Centre, Micah House  April 8, July 22  

Xavier Center, Wollongong  April 5, July 26 

Regional Child Protection & SMARTBoard Skills
Please call Peter Gilmore (4225 0137) or  
Trish McCarthy (4640 8550) to book a regional training session 
for Child Protection and/or SMARTBoard Skills training. 

Catechist Evangelisation Workshop 9:30am - 2:30pm
Dicoesan Offices Wollongong  July 3 
St Francis Xavier Cathedral 

Catechist Retreat Day   9:30am – 2:30pm 
Macarthur-Highlands   October 28 
Venue TBA 

Illawarra-Shoalhaven   November 4 
St Mary Star of the Sea, Gerringong

Catechist Annual Mass  Time TBA
St John Vianney Co-Cathedral  November 9
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For bookings at these courses/events, please contact 
Cindy Oliver on 4640 8550 or  

cindy.oliver@dow.org.au


