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“Do not be afraid of Christ. He takes nothing 
away, and gives you everything. Open wide 
the doors to Christ – and you will find true 
life.” (Pope Benedict XVI)

YEAR OF FAITH
2013  Catechist Retreats

28 October - Carmelite Retreat  Centre, Varroville
4  November - St Mary Star of the Sea, Gerringong

9:30-2:30pm 
(Morning tea provided, Bring your own lunch)

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL - Call Cindy on 4640 8550

Inside 
this issue...

Message from 
the Director

This edition of CatNet contains a lot of important updates for Catechists. I’d 
particularly encourage Catechists to make note of the information about the new 
Working with Children Check that commenced on 15 June and the phase in period 
for current Catechists. These new processes are a really important change to ensure 
the safety of kids. You will also find information on the new Government Policy and 
Guidelines for Special Religious Education which affirms the important contribution 
Catechists like you make to Public Education.

Last month all current Catechists received correspondence from me detailing the way 
the Diocese is engaging with the Royal Commission into abuse of children in 
institutions. Part of that was the distribution of contact cards to all Catechists and 
other Church workers / Volunteers. These cards can be given to individuals who may 
disclose instances of abuse to you because of your role in the Church. I would ask 
that all Catechists continue to pray for victims as the Church cooperates fully with the 
Royal Commission to help bring about healing.

The Catechist Evangelisation Workshop scheduled for 3July has been replaced by the 
Workshop ‘How do we Grow our Parish Faith Communities?’ on Saturday 13 July from 
10am-2pm at the Xavier Centre with Fr Elio Capra.  Catholic Faith and Life, under the 
direction of Darren McDowell, will promote various opportunities for faith formation 
around the Diocese which supplement the formation Catechists already receive. 

Finally, I really encourage as many Catechists as possible to attend the Catechist 
Retreat Days next Term as we continue on our ‘Year of Faith’ journey as a Church. Last 
years’ Retreats were a fantasic experience for all who were able to attend. It is a great 
way to re-charge your spiritual batteries and share stories with other Catechists.

God Bless, 

Mr Jude Hennessy
Diocesan Director
CCD Wollongong

I hope this edition of CatechistNet finds all of our 
Catechists in good health as we hit the middle 
of 2013. Thanks so much for your involvement in 
this ministry which makes such a vibrant 
contribution to the mission of the Church by 
nurturing Catholic Children in State Schools in 
the faith of their family.
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Written by 
Jude Hennessy
Diocesan Director
CCD Wollongong

Have you completed 
Child Protection Training in 
the last 3 years? 
If your answer is ‘no’, then you need 
to make sure you come to an 
in-service as soon as possible.

NEXT IN-SERVICE DATES
CCD Centre, Micah House
Monday July 15, 
9:30-11:30am

Xavier Center, Wollongong
Friday July 19,
9:30-11:30am

Keeping Kids Safe
The New Working with Children Check

Most Catechists have heard very 
little about the new Working with 
Children Check and the necessity 
to eventually apply for a clearance 
number.

The New South Wales Government is 
implementing a new Working with Children 
Check that covers more people, is more 
comprehensive and provides better 
protection for children. The new model is 
closely aligned with what is happening in 
other States across Australia.

The new Working with Children Check will 
involve a national criminal history check 
and a review of reported workplace 
misconduct. The result of this check is 
either a clearance to work with children 
for five years or a bar against working with 
children. A big improvement with this check 
is that all individuals given clearance will 
be issued a number that can be used for 
any paid or unpaid child-related work in 
NSW.

Under the new check: 
•  Workers and volunteers will apply for 

their own check once every five years
•  Employers will verify the clearance 
numbers of their volunteers
•  Everyone undergoes the same sort of 
check regardless of their worker or 
volunteer status
•  The new checks will be ‘free’ for 
volunteers like Catechists who are in child 
related roles
•  Everyone with a clearance will be 
continuously monitored for serious sex or 
violence offences.

The New Working With Children Website

Phase 1: Commences 15 June for all 
Religious Services (Priests and Religious).

Phase 2: Existing Catechists and other 
non-clergy Religious Services will be phased 
in from 1 January to 31 December 2014. 
Essentially, existing Catechists will have 
12 months to get their clearance number 
which is a simple process that will be done 
at RTA offices.

The Diocese will be working with Clergy 
and the CCD Leadership team will be 
working with Catechist Coordinators to 
ensure that the transition to the new 
clearance process occurs smoothly over the 
next 18 months.
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Written by 
Jude Hennessy
Diocesan Director
CCD Wollongong

Department of Education releases 
new Policy & Guidelines for SRE
The position of Special Religious Education is further strengethened in Government Schools

Last month, the NSW Department of 
Education released the new policy 
and guideline documents for the 
operation of Special Religious 
Education in State Schools. This 
much anticipated document takes 
into account the recommendations 
that grew out of the 2012 
Parliamentary inquiry into Ethics 
classes. 

Parish Catechist Coordinators have looked 
at the new documents at their recent 
mid-year gatherings but I’d encourage 
interested Catechists to have a look at the 
document.  

It can be viewed at http://goo.gl/1lKsM

The Policy and Guidelines contain some 
important changes that highlight the 
importance the Government places on SRE. 

Time for SRE
The time allowed for SRE has been more 
strongly specified in a number of references 
in the Policy and Guidelines. It states clearly 
that not less than 30 minutes and not more 

than one hour of meaningful teaching time 
per week should be allocated for SRE and 
that the “Time assigned for these weekly 
classes will reflect the age and attention 
span of students and will be no less than 
30 minutes”.

Promoting SRE
Schools are to make information about SRE 
available through enrolment information, 
the school website, the school 
newsletter. Providers of SRE such as the 
Catholic Church are preparing Brochures 
to assist schools and SRE teachers.  These 
brochures will give schools and families 
good up-to-date information about SRE. 
I am proud to state that the Diocese of 
Wollongong has developed the brochures 
for Catholic SRE in liaison with other 
Catholic Dioceses. In addition to this, we 
have worked with other denominations to 
produce a general Christian SRE brochure. 
These Information brochures promoting 
SRE will be part of enrolment packages and 
distributed to all SRE students by the end 
of 2013.

Enrolment form and SRE Allocation
Importantly, when a religious persuasion is 
not nominated on the enrolment form, the 
student is placed in alternative activities.  
Currently, there is no mention of any follow 
up that the school can take. Parents will 
be unaware that not citing their religious 
persuasion will mean they are not offered 
SRE.  We are continuing to have dialogue 
with the Department of Education and 
Communities (DEC) about the issue and its 
consequences.  It is another good reason to 
ensure parents are getting good informa-
tion about Catholic SRE and the benefits of 
faith education for kids as outlined in our 
information brochures.

Please wear your name badge and 
carry your Green Card!
The duties of the school SRE Coordinator 
are clearly listed in the document and key 
amongst them is dialogue with the faiths 
providing SRE.  The section on recruitment, 
training and support is helpful in outlining 
the church’s responsibilities and mentions 
that SRE teachers must wear their name 
badges and carry their green ‘authorisation 
cards’ when on the school site.
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Excited Catechists prepare to 
Tour the Holy Lands
24 September - 14 October, 2013

Catechists from the Diocese of 
Wollongong and Parramatta are 
excitedly preparing to tour the Holy 
Land. This is part of a study tour that will 
nurture Catechists in their knowledge 
of the faith, deepen their spirituality 
and enhance their knowledge and skills 
as a Catechist.  Interest in the trip has 
already been very strong with very limited 
spots remaining for Catechists and their 
spouses from Wollongong and other 
Dioceses.  

The trip will run from 24 September to 14 
October 2013. Harvest Pilgrimages is 

putting together the tour for Catechists 
called the Exodus Journey.  The 21-Day 
Biblical pilgrimage from Cairo to Jerusalem 
will take in the lands that Moses and Jesus 
walked. The cost of $7000 (twin share) 
includes airfares, coach travel, 
accommodation and meals. Bishop Peter 
Ingham will join Catechists on the journey, 
with the group celebrating daily Mass in 
spectacular historic locations.

If you are considering claiming one of the 
remaining spots, you need to contact 
Joanne Morgan at Harvest Pilgrimages on 
9390 5460 or
joannemorgan@pilgrimage.net.au

Catechist Training Level III Diploma
Take your training to the next level

• Creation: Work of the Trinity • Morality: Life in the Spirit
• Reconciliation: Forgiveness of Sins, Healing
• Christ: Heart of Catechesis • Church : Mission of the Holy Spirit
• Communion: Eucharist - Source and Summit

Campbelltown 2013
Monday July 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 26 
               Sept 2

Wollongong 2013
Friday Aug 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
           Sept 6

Contact Cindy Oliver 
for details - (02) 4640 8550

The Sea of Galilee 
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Macarthur-Highlands Report
Making decisions based on priorities, not pressures

With winter upon us it’s time to 
wrap ourselves in the warmth of 
God’s Love and share some stories 
of the good things God is doing.

Here in Macarthur-Highlands we have had 
several Craft days and Morning Teas which 
have been well attended and growing fast! 
Cindy has been helping catechists develop 
some fun resources and craft activities to 
use in the classroom. At our most recent 
Morning Tea, Brother Julian kindly gave us 
a tour of some of his resources designed 
to work in with the COLAL Curriculum. If 
anyone would like a copy please feel free 
to drop in to the Resource Centre and pick 
one up.

We have just completed the Level 2 Course 
and although there were only a few of 
us, we claimed the ‘small but mighty’ tag. 
There were many fruitful discussions that 
asked us to revisit and reconsider some of 
the long held beliefs we have previously 

had. We also had some great suggestions 
of including things like learning short songs 
and complementary actions to have and 
use as a resource. One participant was able 
to describe the experience by the following:

“The quality of the course exceeded 
my expectations! It was very 
professional without losing its sense of 
inclusiveness. I would strongly 
recommend it to all interested 
participants.”

Thank you to all who contributed in so 
many ways to make it such a wonderful 
experience. I’m looking forward to 
journeying with our Level 3 participants in 
a few weeks’ time.

Preparations have started for our Annual 
Catechist Retreat to be held on Monday 
28 October at Carmelite Retreat Centre, 
Varroville and as always we are planning a 
very special day. These days are a highlight 
for our Catechist Calendar and come at a 

very timely point in our year of ministry! It 
is a day for you to be refreshed, renewed 
and strengthened in Christ and with one 
another and if you are planning to come or 
still deciding, I can guarantee you will not 
be disappointed!

My final thought comes from a speaker 
I encountered a few weeks ago. It has 
remained with me and become a useful 
‘measure’ in my life; “Jesus made decisions 
based on priorities, not pressures”. What a 
great little spiritual bouquet to put in our 
pocket and take out to inhale its fragrance 
every now and then, being refreshed by the 
vitality it can bring to our life! 

God be with you on your journeys for the 
coming Term!

Written by 
Trish McCarthy 
Faith Education Officer
Macarthur-Highlands Region

Illawarra-Shoalhaven Report
Discovering the wonders of all things new

I must admit, for the past few 
months, I’ve felt a strange 
kinship to the goldfish. 

One of the startling things about our 
friendly scaley companions is that they 
have a memory recall of less than 10 
seconds. A hindrance, perhaps, but a 
blessing in disguise! When you are a 
goldfish, every moment is a new 
experience. It’s a new chance for wonder 
and awe. Sometimes, caught up in the 
rhythms of the year - forms, meetings, 
training, rinse and repeat - we can lose 
sight of the big picture. For reasons 
unknown to me, God has blessed me with 
a fresh perspective on the ministry and it’s 
been a discovery and, in some cases, a 
rediscovery of all the things that make 
working with Catechists a wonderful thing.

We started the year with Level 1, 
SMARTBoard and Child Protection training 
being offered around the region at various 
locations. No sooner was that training 
completed then we launched head first into  

Level 2. A smaller complement of trainees, 
with a suspiciously joyous contigent from 
the southern Parish of Albion Park filling 
the ranks, dived into more theology and 
advanced concepts of teaching. I am always 
delighted to find Catechists who 
attend these courses quickly developing 
a tight knit group cohesion. These aren’t 
random strangers training together - it’s 
family. These are our brothers and sisters in 
the ministry. This training was completed, 
along with other trainings and meetings, 
at the newly completed Xavier Conference 
Centre. Let’s just stop for a second. What an 
amazing blessing it is to have this facility!
Gone are the days of hurriedly trying to 
clean up the small cramped space of the 
Xavier Centre in Bellambi. Now we have 
a brand new, fully equipped, comfortable 
space to train in. 

As comfortable as the new centre is, it will 
never beat the comfort, accessibility or 
convenience of home. Many people would 
like to be involved in the ministry but 
simply do not have the time or capacity to 

attend live trainings. With this in mind, and 
at the request of the NSW Bishops
Conference, we have been busily filming 
Catechist training with the view to having
online training available for the beginning 
of 2014. This is the next step in the
evolution of our ministry.  We are removing  
as many obstacles to people being involved 
as we can. 

I still have many goals to kick before we 
finish 2013. We have a SMARTBoard 
Curriculum to finish, new recruitment
materials to produce and a multitude of 
other tasks to get through. I pray that we, 
you and I, continue to discover the joy of 
finding wonder and awe in the every day. I 
pray that we continue to be surprised by all 
the blessings we have and I wish you the 
best in your classes in the next term.

Written by 
Peter Gilmore
Faith Education Officer
Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region
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The Catholic Secondary Schools program 
has been expanded this year to include 
Holy Spirit College and St Joseph’s Albion 
Park.  

We have completed training in a total of 
5 schools with 60 students obtaining their 
certificate. Catechists Coordinators have been 
a vital figure within each High School and 
their leadership and efforts to make it happen 
have been commendable. 

We are currently writing a prospectus for the 
program which captures the essence and 
vision for such a venture which will be made 
available to all those interested in supporting 
the program in the future. It truly is a unique 
response to the Church’s call and mission of 
Evangelisation, in particular linking School 
and Parish. It is an avenue which has never 
been explored in the history of our Church 
and the Pilot Program is giving us good in-
sights into how we can ensure future success 
in more schools. 

One of the highlights of the program is the 
relationship of discipleship between 
catechists’ and Secondary Students. This 
notion was at the very heart of Christ’s minis-
try, in fact being the first thing He did, calling 
the twelve into a unique relationship with 
Himself, walking closely with them, teaching 
them the way of Love and way of the 
Kingdom. This too is a link that although 
present in our current climate, has not always 
been at the forefront of Parish vision. It is 
with great hope and expectation that we 
ignite this program and “view young people 
not as empty bottles to be filled, but as 
candles to be lit”.

Secondary School Update

One of the goals of creating the 
SMARTBoard Curriculum has always 
been to provide Catechists with a 
ready-made, easy to use, no fuss 
resource for use in the classroom to 
accompany their use of Christ Our 
Light and Life. And whilst I think 
we’ve achieved that, there’s 
definitely more that we can do.

A New update to the index file
One of the more frustrating aspects of the 
resource is the index file which contains all 
the lessons laid out in tables in Microsoft 
Excel. It is indeed functional but it does not 
provide the most pleasant experience and, 
let’s be honest, it can be downright 
confusing at times. Part of the most recent 
update to the SMARTBoard Curriculum has 
been to rework the index. Don’t worry, it’s 
still the same index but it has been 
improved with big buttons to jump 
between terms, colour-coded year groups 
and quick links to quickly jump to the year 
group you need (See pictures to the right). I 
certainly hope this helps!

The remainder of 2013
The single biggest addition to the SMART-
Board curriculum that we have added 
thus far is the music. By term four we will 
have included, free of charge, more than 
60 songs with words and music for you to 
use in the classroom. Gone are the days 
of needing to pack a CD player or keep 
track of multiple CDs. Now all you need is 
a SMARTBoard in the classroom and your 
handy USB. 

One of the challenges this year has been 
collecting, updating and redistributing USBs 
in a timely fashion. It has definitely been 
a prohibitively time consuming process for 
both you, the Catechist, and myself. 

To counter this we have decided to only 
do one more update for the year. It will 
take place in the Term 3 holidays and will 
contain all the music for Term 3 and 4 in 
one hit. So, in light of this, please don’t 
send in your USBs to your coordinator until 
the end of Term 3. They will send them all 
to me and you will receive brand new 8gb 
USBs (generously provided by the CDF) for 
the start of Term 4. 

Written by 
Peter Gilmore
Faith Education Officer
Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region

Written by 
Trish McCarthy 
Faith Education Officer
Macarthur-Highlands Region

SMARTBoard Curriculum Corner
A more user-friendly index and the plan for the rest of 2013

REMEMBER:
Only coordinators send us 

thumbdrives. They will collect 
them from you at the end of 

Term 3 for replacement.
(Music for Term 3 will 

not be available until Term 4)
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Important Calendar Dates
Catechist Coordinator Meetings 10:00am - 11:30am
Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region  Friday, November 29
Xavier Centre, Wollongong    

Macarthur-Highlands Region  Monday, December 2
CCD Centre, Micah House  

Level III Course (6 wks)   9:30am – 1:30pm 
Macarthur-Highlands Region  Monday, July 29, 
CCD Centre, Micah House  Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, Sept 2

Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region  Friday, Aug 2, 9, 16, 23, 
Xavier Centre, Wollongong   Aug 30, Sept 6

Child Protection    9:30am – 11:30pm 
CCD Centre, Micah House  Monday, July 15 

Xavier Center, Wollongong  Friday, July 19

SMARTBoard Skills    9:30am – 12:00pm 
CCD Centre, Micah House  Monday, July 22  

Xavier Center, Wollongong  Friday, July 26 

Regional Child Protection & SMARTBoard Skills
Please call Peter Gilmore (4283 4833) or  
Trish McCarthy (4640 8550) to book a regional training session 
for Child Protection and/or SMARTBoard Skills training. 
 

Catechist Retreat Day   9:30am – 2:30pm 
Macarthur-Highlands   Monday, October 28 
Mount Carmel, Varroville 

Illawarra-Shoalhaven   Monday, November 4 
St Mary Star of the Sea, Gerringong

Catechist Annual Mass  Time TBA
St John Vianney Co-Cathedral  Saturday, November 9
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This magazine is a publication of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. All images and content are the intellectual property of the 
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For bookings at these courses/events, please contact 
Cindy Oliver on 4640 8550 or  

cindy.oliver@dow.org.au

Same great website with a new address.

ccd.dow.org.au


