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Message from 
the Director

Certainly this is an incredible opportunity 
that will see us explore what is often 
referred to as the fifth Gospel, the land that 
Jesus walked. No doubt, Catechists from 
throughout the Diocese will return to their 
Parishes enriched and renewed in their 
faith and eager to share their experiences 
with the young people they teach and the 
Catechists they teach with. 

In recent weeks, Catechists in all Parishes 
have been involved in distributing  
brochures to families of Catholic SRE  
students in the 142 Schools Catechists go 
into in our Diocese. Thanks not only for 
your part in helping to distribute these 
materials via our 10,000 students but also 
for the very positive feedback we have 
received. The brochure certainly highlights 
the wonderful contribution you make 
to Public Education and to the roughly 
250,000 young people and their families 
who choose faith formation though SRE 
for their sons and daughters. We have no 

doubt that they will give parents up to date 
information about the quality curriculum on 
offer for students who choose Catholic SRE 
in our Diocese. These materials, produced 
by the Diocese of Wollongong are being 
used by every Catholic Diocese in NSW and 
a variation has also been developed for use 
by other Christian Churches. I congratulate 
Peter Gilmore for his great work on this 
project.

I was very pleased last term by the 
excellent response to all of our training 
offerings, including Level III, Child 
Protection, SMARTBoard training and the 
very successful craft days run by Cindy 
Oliver at Micah House. I encourage all 
Catechists to attend the Term 4 offerings, 
including the Regional Retreat Days, Craft 
Days and SMARTBoard Training. As was 
the case with the Emilio Capra Seminar 
Day held in August, Catechists who attend 
relevant formation days run in the Diocese 
will also have them registered towards 
their ongoing formation and training as 
Catechists.

I remind Catechists of the upcoming Annual 
Catechist Mass to be held at St John 
Vianney’s Co-Cathedral on Saturday 
November 9 commencing at 10.30am. This 
is always a wonderful celebration with 
Bishop Peter, giving thanks for another 
year of mission as Catechists and 
recognising the significant milestones 
of service for many of our wonderful 
volunteers.

I encourage Catechists to listen in to the 
Dioceses own Catholic Radio Program, ‘The  
Journey’ airing on Sundays from 11am-
12pm on PULSE 94.1 FM. It features some 
great inputs from Sr Hilda from Jamberoo 
Abbey, Bruce Downes the Catholic Guy and 
our own Trish McCarthy and Peter Gilmore. 
One of our Catechists, David Collins is 
co-host of the program and there are great 
interviews each week with people doing 
good things all across our Diocese. (See 
Page 8 for more details)

Finally, I congratulate Mrs Leila Peebles on 
the occasion of her 100th Birthday. Leila, a  
former School Teacher and Catechists 
from the Parish of Rosemeadow made 
a significant contribution to the faith of 
young people over many years and we join 
with her family, friends and Parish in asking 
God’s continued blessing on Leila for her 
life of faith and  
witness. 

I hope you enjoy this edition of 
CatechistNET. There are so many wonderful 
things happening in this ministry.

God Bless, 

Mr Jude Hennessy
Diocesan Director
CCD Wollongong

As this edition of CatechistNet is delivered, I will 
be journeying with 40 Catechists and Bishop 
Peter Ingham on a CCD Pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land. To say that the whole group is very excited 
would be an understatement. 

The Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem

Our Transport for the pilgrimage?

Craft Days at Micah House
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Get involved today.

Catechists are just ordinary people sharing 
the extraordinary message of the Gospel with 
a new generation thirsting for God’s love. 

Recruitment Tips: Avoiding “Titanic Syndrome”
Everyone wants to be a part of a vibrant, living 
and active ministry. How do we communicate 
the rewarding reality of being a Catechist 
whilst also acknowledging our great need of 
new volunteers in every Parish?

Imagine for a moment someone offers you two 
all-expenses paid tickets onto gigantic luxury 
liners. “You can only pick one, however,” 
they say. One trip, aboard P&Os Pacific Dawn, 
includes free suntan lotion and sun glasses. The 
other, aboard Titanic, includes a free bucket and 
life jacket. The decision is simple! I’ll take fun in 
the sun over bailing water on a sinking ship. 

It can be very tempting, when approaching those 
interested in the ministry to focus only on the 
challenges, the hard times and the dire need. 
This kind of mindset is what I like to call “Titanic 
Syndrome” - we stand at the door and hand out 
buckets to all those coming on board (everybody 
needs to bail water to keep this thing afloat!)

A different approach would be to celebrate our 
victories. To honestly rejoice in all the ways it has 
gone right and to prayfully offer up to God the 
hard times, thus uniting us with Christ and His 
Cross. This isn’t an easy ministry and it definitely 
requires dedication, but the rewards, here and in 
heaven, are totally worth jumping on board. 

To find out more, call Trish on 4640 8550
or Peter on 4283 4833
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Blood, sweat & SMARTBoards
Two years in the making, CCD Wollongong finally completes ground-breaking resource

I don’t think anyone in the leadership 
team really knew what we were 
getting ourselves into when we decided 
to do this project. Nearly 1,100 
SMARTBoard lesson files and 2 years of 
hard work later, I think it’s pretty clear this 
has been an enourmous undertaking.

The project began primarily as a reaction 
to the complicated nature of the SMART-
Board applications themselves. It became 
very quickly apparent that we would best 
serve our Catechists by doing the work of 
creating SMARTBoard resources for them. 
This idea quickly blossomed into something 
bigger. Well, what if we were to partner 
with Sydney? What if we offered this to all 
Catechists who use Christ our Light and 
Life? And much more recently, I wonder if 
there would be some musicians that would 

donate their music for Catechist use? 

The answer to all those questions is the 
resource we have created. A USB jam- 
packed with over 70 songs, 158 stories, 178 
scriptures, 198 pictures and flashcards, 211 
activities and 238 prayers.

Special thanks must go to Jude Hennessy, 
for his patience and support, making sure 
this project was given the time it needed so 
Catechists got a resource that would truly 
benefit their lessons. Thank you to Trish  
McCarthy and Belinda Bittar for all their 
hard work creating lesson files. Thank you 
to Lisa Pannell and Rachel Hennessy for 
tracking down all the silly mistakes we 
made. 

Finally, a very big thank you to the 
Catechists of the Diocese of Wollongong for 

not only seeing the potential of this project 
and supporting our efforts but, more 
importantly, embracing this new and 
exciting way of teaching in the classroom.

I hope you and your students get as much 
joy from the SMARTBoard lessons as we 
had in creating them for you.

The new USBs, made possible through 
the generous support of CDF  
Wollongong, are now available. Please 
return your USB to your Parish Coordinator 
who will send them to your Regional CCD 

Annual
Catechist Mass

& AWARDS 2013

NOVEMBER 9, 10:30AM @ ST JOHN VIANNEY CO-CATHEDRAL, FAIRY MEADOW

Written by 
Peter Gilmore
Faith Education Officer
Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region
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Macarthur-Highlands Report
Recognising abundance and responding with generosity

Recently I had two great privileges 
that have influenced the direction of 
my sharing for this Term. 

The first was my annual six day Silent 
Retreat, stripping away the demands of 
life and ‘just being’ with God. One of the 
things to come from that experience was 
a sense of God’s abundance in my life and 
an encouragement to embrace a spirit of 
generosity; Generosity not just in material 
things, but in who I am… my time, energy, 
love, learning, mercy and gratitude. Not 
necessarily ‘giving more’ but being more; 
more love, more present, more gracious… 
which comes from the realisation that God 
is not just the source of these things, but IS 
these things and is inexhaustible. 

This leads into my second privilege which 
was that of spending some quality time 
with a very special Catechist who inspires 

many. Despite the challenges they face, 
their humility, vulnerability and honesty has 
elicited a profound response of generosity 
and gratitude within their community. We 
are so intimately woven together and our 
lives really do reflect and influence each 
other in a profound and life-giving way. In 
spending time in relationship with God, we 
recognise and receive the abundance on 
offer and in turn are inspired to respond 
with generosity.

So, my focus this term will be on 
fostering our relationships with God and 
others. 

Speaking of relationships, thanks to 
Cindy for all the hard work she has put in 
coordinating the Morning Teas and Craft 
days. They have been a big hit. Cindy has 
kindly shared about the days in this issue of 
CatechistNET.

In addition, it has been a blessing to make 
some visits this term to the Highlands and 
surrounds for courses, recruitment, class 
visits and morning tea. Training has been in 
full swing this term with Level 3 at Micah 
House as well as some mobile Child 
Protection and Smartboard refreshers. It’s 
great to see so many Catechists  
embracing the chance to update and 
continue learning! We are exploring new 
topics to introduce in the coming year, so 
stay tuned!

With warm regards and assured prayers,
Trish

Written by 
Trish McCarthy 
Faith Education Officer
Macarthur-Highlands Region

Illawarra-Shoalhaven Report
The challenges of swimming to a Spanish pontoon

When I’m faced with a challenge, 
sometimes I don’t think I can  
overcome it until I do. 

In 2011, whilst overseas for World Youth 
Day, our pilgrim group was blessed to 
stop at San Sebastian in Spain. Apparently 
known for its beautiful beaches and 
luxurious living, I was eager to see just 
exactly what the hype was all about. The 
temperature was a balmy 30 degrees and 
it was perfect swimming weather. As we 
rolled in to San Sebastian, our coach driver, 
a Spaniard, responded to our questions 
with, “Si! San Sebastian has the most 
beautiful beaches in all the world!” We 
were not disappointed. The beach curved 
round almost 360 degrees with an islet 
jutting up in the middle. Picture perfect. 
It was beautiful, sure, but something else 
caught our eyes. Out from the beach was 
a floating pontoon and, more importantly, 
it had a slide. Everything important in the 
world was crystalised in that moment and I 
knew I needed to get to that pontoon. 

It’s safe to say I am a fair to moderately 
capable swimmer. I probably won’t drown 

but I’m not the person you want to see 
swimming towards you when you are. Well, 
it was on this afternoon that I discovered 
that sometimes things are further away 
than they look. What seemed like only 50 or 
so metres was really a few hundred metres 
in choppy surf. It was past the halfway 
mark that I knew I might not make it. I also 
knew if I turned back, I definitely wouldn’t 
make it. So I put my head down and swam. 
Suffice to say, climbing the ladder onto the 
pontoon and collapsing with 10 or so other 
people was the best and worst feeling ever. 
Had I known how hard it would be, 
knowing me, I might not have attempted 
it. So in some ways, I’m glad I didn’t know 
because I’m glad I made it there. 

Launching into fourth term is often one of 
the hardest things to do as a Catechist. You 
can feel like you’re hundreds of metres out 
from the beach, your lungs are burning and 
you think, “why did I do this again?” 
Having met with so many of you and being 
inspired by your faithfulness and 
dedication, I can say without reservation - I 
know you will make it. I know you can do 
it. And I know, when you’ve given these 

kids your best, you will be glad you did it. 

The odd numbered years (2011, 2013) are 
always the big ones for CCD because we 
offer Level I, II, and III in both regions. Add 
to that the challenges of developing the 
Online Training and SMARTBoard resources 
that will be used by Catechists around 
the state and then travelling around the 
Diocese, to places like Nowra, Milton and 
soon to Kiama, offering SMARTBoard and 
Child Protection updates - this has been a 
full and productive year thus far.

I look forward to a “quieter” 2014, 
spending much more time with you, the 
Catechists. A thousand thank you’s for all 
that you do and all that you are.

God bless you,
Peter.

Written by 
Peter Gilmore
Faith Education Officer
Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region
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After 18 months of planning, 
preparing, implementing, 
evaluating and reflecting we have 
finally put together the basics of a 
program that will enhance our 
ministry in a profound way.

In the last 18 months we have trained over 
60 Secondary Students to participate in the 
Student Catechist Program. We are soon to 
officially launch the resultant Prospectus
that outlines our vision, strategy and 
purpose as well as providing Parish Priests, 
School staff and Co-ordinators with all the 
tools required to effectively implement the 
program.

We currently have five schools on board 
across the Diocese. In consultation with 
Parish Priests and Co-ordinators according 
to the needs of the parish, we are looking 
to expand in 2014. Fourth term is a big 
term for preparations as we initiate visits to 
Secondary Schools and present the 
opportunity to our Year 10 and 11 students. 
Our aim is to have students trained by the 

end of the year so they are ready to 
commence at the start of 2014.

Our amazing Catechists and Parishioners 
have all chipped in so generously to ‘make it 
happen’ seeing that our Secondary students 
are  transported, supported, equipped and 
encouraged to make a difference and grow 
in their own faith. What a wonderful 
witness and expression of generations 
working together to build a promising and 
bright future not only for our little people 
but the wider Church community.

If you have the chance, please make yourself 
familiar with the program and encourage 
our Student Catechists involved where you 
can, with prayer and affirmation… They 
are doing a remarkable job alongside your 
generous efforts!

Secondary School Update

The CCD at Campbelltown Resource Centre, 
has been trying something new this year. 
We have introduced two new ways of 
making your task as a Catechist more fun 
and rewarding. I have been holding one 
Morning Tea and one Craft Morning each 
term. These have been held on a different 
day each term in order to give everyone a 
chance to come.
 
The purpose of the Morning Tea is to 
encourage you lovely Co-ordinators and 
Catechists to come and visit us here at 
the Centre and meet other Co-ordinators 
and Catechists in a fun and friendly way. It 
really makes my day seeing all your happy 
faces and being able to catch up with you 
all over a cup of tea. Secondly it gives you 
an opportunity to see what resources we 
have in the centre in order to make your 
classes more interesting and you can share 
your wonderful ideas with others.
 
As for our Craft Mornings, these are run 
a little different. I actually pick a craft 
around the topics you are teaching in the 

classrooms that term. We have four crafts 
each day, so they suit the grade that you 
are teaching. This term we did: Jonah and 
the Whale, Joseph and His Coloured Coat / 
Good Samaritan, Moses story telling Pole 
and Celebrating Shaker.
 
Holding these Morning have been very  
uplifting and rewarding for me as well. 
You all really encourage me as a Catholic, 
seeing so many generous people together, 
living the life God intended us to;  
spreading the Word of God with a smile on 
our faces. I am proud to report that so far, 
each Morning Tea and Craft Morning have 
been very successful and our numbers have 
been increasing each term.

Thank you for making my job so satisfying, 
you are always welcome.
 
May God Bless you all. 

Make sure you book in for Term 4 craft 
mornings in Nowra, Wollongong and 
Campbelltown (See page 8).

Written by 
Cindy Oliver
CCD Clerical Assistant
Macarthur-Highlands Region

Written by 
Trish McCarthy 
Faith Education Officer
Macarthur-Highlands Region

A spot of tea and craft
A message from Cindy Oliver at the CCD Resource Centre, Micah House
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FAITH, HOPE, LOVE AND LIFE FOR

SUNDAYS 11AM-12PM / WEDNESDAYS 10-11PM ON 94.1FM

+ MUSIC
+ GOSPEL REFLECTIONS
+ INTERVIEWS
+ AND MUCH MORE

STREAM LIVE @ PULSE941.com.au
PAST SHOWS @ radio.dow.org.au

Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine 
Diocesan Leadership Team
and Support Personnel

Director of Confraternity
of Christian Doctrine
Mr Jude Hennessy
CCD Office Wollongong
Catholic Church Offices, Xavier Centre
38 Harbour St, Wollongong NSW 2500
PO Box 1239, Wollongong NSW 2500
Ph: (02) 4222 2407 Fax: (02) 4222 2417
Email: jude.hennessy@dow.org.au 
Website: ccd.dow.org.au

Faith Education Officer
Macarthur /Highlands
Miss Trish McCarthy
CCD Regional Centre, Micah House
35A Cordeaux St, Campbelltown NSW 2560
Ph: (02) 4640 8550 Fax: (02) 4628 8866
Email: trish.mccarthy@dow.org.au 

Faith Education Officer
Illawarra/Shoalhaven
Mr Peter Gilmore 
CCD Regional Centre / Xavier Centre
2 Bond Street, Bellambi
PO Box 2087, Wollongong NSW 2500
Ph: (02) 4283 4833
Email: peter.gilmore@dow.org.au

CCD Clerical Assistant
Mrs Cindy Oliver
CCD Regional Centre, Micah House
Open Monday-Thursday, 9am-3pm
Ph: (02) 4640 8550
Email: cindy.oliver@dow.org.au

Other Supporting Organisations

Catholic Education Office
Diocesan Resource Centre 
Xavier Centre, Wollongong
Anne Russell, Resource Centre Coordinator
Ph: (02) 4222 2481
Email: anne.russell@dow.catholic.edu.au
URL: http://oliver.dow.catholic.edu.au/rc                              

 

Important Calendar Dates
Catechist Coordinator Meetings 10:00am - 11:30am
Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region   Friday, November 29
Xavier Centre, Wollongong    

Macarthur-Highlands Region  Monday, December 2
CCD Centre, Micah House  

Regional Child Protection & SMARTBoard Skills
Please call Peter Gilmore (4283 4833) or  
Trish McCarthy (4640 8550) to book a regional training session 

Catechist Retreat Day   9:30am – 2:30pm 
Macarthur-Highlands   Monday, October 28 
Mount Carmel, Varroville 

Illawarra-Shoalhaven   Monday, November 4 
St Mary Star of the Sea, Gerringong

Catechist Annual Mass  10:30am
St John Vianney Co-Cathedral  Saturday, November 9

Craft Days    10:30am-12:00pm
Nowra    Monday, October 21
St Michael’s Parish, Nowra

Illawarra-Shoalhaven   Thursday, October 31
Xavier Centre, Wollongong  (in the Boardroom)

Macarthur-Highlands   Tuesday, November 5
CCD Centre, Micah House

TO BOOK, CALL CINDY ON 4640 8550
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