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Message from 
the Director

Thank you also, to the many new Catechists who have joined our ranks. We have been 
really pleased with the number of Catechists who have commenced in the ministry in 
2014, with around 50 completing training in Wollongong, Campbelltown and Nowra. It 
has been wonderful to meet our new Catechists as they completed training 
throughout the term, and great to catch up with so many of you who attended the 
refresher courses for both Child Protection and Classroom Management in various 
locations around the Diocese.

The 2013 statistics of our coverage of SRE in Government Schools for our region were 
truly encouraging. The advent of Primary Ethics classes has had essentially no impact 
on the number of students who attend Catholic SRE in 142 Government Schools in our 
Diocese, and in 2013 our Catechists continued to see around 10,000 students each 
week. Just as pleasing has been a jump in the number of active Catechists. In the last 
18 months we have seen a jump of just over 100 new active Catechists, with around 
570 Catechists involved in this work weekly. That figure includes around 50 student 
Catechists from our Catholic Secondary Schools, who are working alongside our Parish 
Catechists. The number of Catholic Secondary Schools and students who want to get 
involved in this program of supporting your work is really exciting and CCD Wollongong 
looks forward to further growth in 2014-15 of this program. 

At the start of the year, I briefed Parish Catechist Coordinators about the review of 
SRE that will be conducted by the Department of Education from September 2014. This 
is an opportunity for the Catholic Church as the major provider of SRE across NSW, 
to highlight the contribution Catechists make to families in NSW, by giving their sons 
and daughters access to Religious Education. It is a chance to highlight the wonderful 
contribution you make to the lives and holistic development of young people in Public 
Education. Importantly, providers of SRE would also hope to be given direction from this 
review, about how the delivery of SRE can be made even better.

No doubt, there will be those who will push for the removal of SRE from Public
Education as part of this review. However, In the midst of that push, which is sure to be 
given significant media coverage, please be assured that the contribution you make to 
Public Education and Families who choose SRE is highly valued.

(continued on page 3)

I’d like to thank all of our experienced catechists 
for putting their hand up to be involved in 
delivering Special Religious Education (SRE) for 
Catholic families and students in Government 
Schools again this year. 
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(from page 2)

Most importantly, do not underestimate the 
incredible impact you have on the lives of 
young people by giving them knowledge 
and understanding of the Gospel, the 
Church and the person of Jesus with whom 
they are drawn into relationship.

Prayer is powerful. Prayer makes a 
difference and allows grace to enter into 
difficult situations. Confident of this, I 
would ask each of our current and former 
Catechists, to continue to pray for 
the work of Catechists and for those who 
will represent the Church in this review of 
SRE, throughout 2014.

This is another jam packed issue of 
Catechist Net. There is much to be 
celebrated. I would ask that you take 
particular note of the process for obtaining 
and passing on to us your new Working 

with Children Check number, that we are 
requiring every Catechist can now apply for. 
There are also some fantastic opportunities 
for formation and training coming up, with 
John Burland Music in-services and 
mid- year Catechist Retreat days. I look 
forward to seeing many of you at these 
days.

God bless, 

Mr Jude Hennessy
Diocesan Director
CCD Wollongong

CCD Prayer
Corner

Please keep the following  
intentions in your prayers for:

• Natalie Dwyer (Battling cancer, 
daughter of Maureen Crosland)
• Bruce Chapman (Battling cancer)
• New Catechists who have begun this 
year
• Ongoing Catechists in the classroom 
• The Government Inquiry into SRE
• Successful Catechist Sunday  
promotions and recruitment in 2014
• The Royal Commission
• Catechists who have died in 2013

Do you have a prayer request? 
Please let us know by calling  
Cindy Oliver on 4640 8550 

To book for the day contact 
Cindy Oliver on 4640 8550 OR cindy.oliver@dow.org.au

Xavier Centre, Wollongong 
Wed 17 September, 10:00-1:00pm

Micah House, Campbelltown 
Wed 16 July, 9:30-12:30pm
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Throughout our training courses, 
many of you would have been 
exposed to the wonderful music of 
Two by 2. Their music is age 
appropriate and contemporary with 
a simple yet powerful Gospel 
message.

The musicians of Two by 2 kindly granted 
the rights to their music to be used on our 
COLAL Smartboard resource. In support of 
their generosity and great work, CCD have 
recently purchased and sent to each parish 

copies of  Two by 2’s music in CD format 
to be available for everyone, in particular 

those who may not have access to 
SmartBoards in their classroom.  

We warmly encourage you to make use of 
this resource and add to the wonderful 
message you are living and proclaiming 
amongst our young people.

You can find out more about Two by 2 at 
their website @ www.twoby2.com

CCD Purchases Music 
Resource for Parishes

Written by 
Trish McCarthy 
Faith Education Officer
Macarthur-Highlands Region

Friday 13 June
Xavier Conference Centre
Wollongong

Monday 16 June
Mt Carmel Retreat Centre
Varroville

RSVP to Cindy Oliver on 4640 8550

10am - 2pm (Morning Tea Provided BYO Lunch)
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Record numbers attending 
Catechist Training!
Despite the busyness faced by so many in 
our twenty-first century lives, people are 
continuing to vote with their feet by 
turning up to CCD training around the 
Diocese in record numbers.

Never before has the demand on our time 
been so great. Whether it’s work, family, 
study, personal, community or Church
commitments, it certainly is the exception 
to have a free day. It is because of this 
reality that we are continually pleasantly 
surprised and grateful to see Catechists, 
new recruits and seasoned veterans,  
turning up in droves to the training offered.

With the approach of the review into SRE by 
the NSW Government, Catechists have met 
new demands for ongoing training with 
enthusiasm and joy. Our Level 1 Catechist 
training commences with Child Protection 
and Classroom Management and we were 
pushed to our seating capacity! Over 100 
Catechists enrolled and attended around 
the Dioceses. We never want to place more 
demands on Catechist’s time than are 
necessary and so such a positive response 
is always a massive encouragement for us.

Level 1 Catechist Training, offered in full at 
the Xavier Conference Centre in  
Wollongong and Micah House in Campbell-

town, finished in the last month and the 
truckload of certificates and awards have 
been sent to attendees. A big congratula-
tions to all those who have completed the 
course!

We now look forward eagerly to Level 2 
Training which will be commencing mid-
July (see details below) at the same 
locations. Level 2 presents a perfect mix 
of the practical and the theological and, if 
previous attendees can be trusted (and they 
can), it is certainly worth your time.

Please contact Cindy on 4640 8550 to book 
in for any of the courses we have on offer!

Written by 
Peter Gilmore
Faith Education Officer
Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region

Don’t let this resource go to waste! Whether it’s your first time at 
SMARTBoard training or your fifth, you’re always welcome to join 
us at the SMARTBoard training we host around the Diocese. The 
upcoming dates are May 12 at Micah House, Campbelltown 
and May 16 at the Xavier Conference Centre, Wollongong.

How long since you last updated 
your Child Protection training? 
Ongoing updates in this important 
area are vital. The upcoming dates 
for training are May 5 at Micah 
House, Campbelltown and May 
9 at the Xavier Conference 
Centre, Wollongong.

Catechist Training 
Level II
Take your training to the next level

Dimensions of Child Development • Children 
with Diverse Needs • The Story of God’s People  
(Jewish and Christian Foundations) • Helping 
Children Learn about the Church • The Liturgical 
Year • Living our Faith: Christian Response • 
Moral Development and Values • Story, Song & 
Symbol in SRE • Faith and Belief • and more...

Campbelltown
Mondays 9:30-1:30pm

July 14, 21, 28
August 4, 11, 18

Wollongong
Fridays 9:30-1:30pm

July 18, 25
August 1, 8, 15, 22

Contact Cindy Oliver for details
and to book, call (02) 4640 8550
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New Addition to the CCD Team
More support for Secondary School initiatives

I’m really pleased to be able to 
welcome Miss Evelyn Cisneros to 
the CCD Team in the Diocese of 
Wollongong for 2014. 

‘Evie’ has been employed to work casually 
for around 10 hours per week as a 
Secondary SRE assistant. She will be based 
at Micah House in Campbelltown, but will 
work in a number of schools across the 
Diocese.
  
We are really grateful to the 
Campbelltown Catholic Club, a big 
supporter of Catechists, for funding the 
position for Evie for the next 12 months. 
The Catholic Club have been very impressed 
by the possibilities that were opening up 
with expansion into Government 
Secondary Schools and the number of 
Catholic Secondary School Students who 
want to be involved in the work of Parish 

Catechists and thus, offered to make this 
funding available.

Evie will therefore be working closely with 
Trish McCarthy and Peter Gilmore to assist 
with the recruitment, training and 
organisation of the growing number of 
Catholic High School students who are 
contributing to the work of CCD as Student 

Catechists and further helping to deliver the 
SRE seminars in a number of Government 
Secondary Schools.

Evie comes to the role with a passion for 
Youth Ministry, having previously served 
four years as a volunteer and manager 
with Youth Mission Team Australia which 
included the facilitation of workshops, 
seminars, retreats and conferences in both 
catholic and state high schools. She has 
experience as a youth minister in the 
Parramatta Diocese.
 
I am sure you will join with me in 
welcoming Evie as she commences this 
exciting role with CCD.

Written by 
Jude Hennessy
Diocesan Director
CCD Wollongong

New Resources at Micah House
Great new resources available for Catechists

With the generous help of Maureen 
Crosland (Campbelltown Catechist), 
we have been rejuvenating the 
resources available here at Micah 
House. 

We now have a list of the books, DVD’s and 
music available that relate directly to the 
resources suggested in the COLAL Manuals 
and we’re working hard to fulfil the list. 
There are new “St Joseph’s” books, as well 
as Audio-Visual and Creative ideas to assist 
in your lesson plans.

We are always happy to see your smiling 
faces and willing to help you. The Resource 
Centre is open Monday – Thursday, 9am to 
3pm and you are ALWAYS welcome to stay 
for Coffee/Tea and Biscuits. 

Don’t delay! Come in and see what we can 
do for you.   

Written by 
Cindy Oliver
CCD Clerical Assistant 
Regional Resource Centre



THE CATECHISTNET PAGE 7

Over the past few months applications for the new Working With 
Children Check (WWCC) have only officially been available for new 
Catechists (we say officially because whilst the service has been 
available to all, the Government did ask us to not sign up any 
current Catechists at that stage). Reports have been that the process 
of applying has been an easy one for all involved. This is certainly 
very encouraging!

As of the beginning of April, the new WWCC applications opened 
to all Catechists  - current and new. It is a simple three step process 
which can be done over a cup of tea or coffee. Catechists have found 
great success coming together at the local Parish Office and entering 
their details one after the other and then all heading off to their 
local RMS Office (formally known as the RTA) together to present 
their individual applications and proof of identity.

Once this process is completed, you will be given a clearance to 
work with children that is valid for five years. 

Don’t forget, as a Catechist in a volunteer capacity you can obtain 
the Check free of charge. Once you have received your Clearance 
number, you can use it for all child-related activities - that is, you 
only need to apply for a Check once (e.g. it is valid for Children’s 
ministry at your parish, Catechist work and fostering).

Thank you for your cooperation in obtaining a new Clearance  
number. We believe that this system will provide a new level of 
safety for our young people and streamline the process of confirming 
a volunteers suitability to work with children.

CCD are here to help All Catechists complete the new Check 
by 31 December 2014. Contact Peter, Trish or Cindy if you have 
any questions or problems.

How do I apply for 
the new Check?

Applying for the new Check is a two-step process:

1 Fill in an online application form

• Go to www.newcheck.kids.nsw.gov.au  

• Click the large blue “Start Here” button

• Under For Individuals, select Apply for a 
Check

• Fill in the form, being sure to select 
Volunteer as the Purpose for Check. Under 
Child-related sector, select Religious Services.

• The details you provide in the form must 
EXACTLY match your proof of identity.

• You will receive an Application Number

If you do not have access to the internet, 
please ask your Parish office to help you or 
Contact your Regional Faith Education 
Officer.

2 Present proof of your identity

• Go to your nearest RMS (formally RTA)

• Present your Application Number and proof 
of identity

• You will receive your outcome and  
Working With Children Check number by 
email (or post if you don’t have an email 
address).

It’s time to apply for the New Check
Applications now open for all Catechists

3 Give your Coordinator your name, date of 
birth and WWCC Number

• They will send this information to the CCD 
Staff for you.
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FAITH, HOPE, LOVE AND LIFE FOR

SUNDAYS 11AM-12PM ON 94.1FM

Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine 
Diocesan Leadership Team
and Support Personnel

Director of Confraternity
of Christian Doctrine
Mr Jude Hennessy
CCD Office Wollongong
Catholic Church Offices, Xavier Centre
38 Harbour St, Wollongong NSW 2500
PO Box 1239, Wollongong NSW 2500
Ph: (02) 4222 2407 Fax: (02) 4222 2417
Email: jude.hennessy@dow.org.au 
Website: ccd.dow.org.au

Faith Education Officer
Macarthur /Highlands
Miss Trish McCarthy
CCD Regional Centre, Micah House
35A Cordeaux St, Campbelltown NSW 2560
Ph: (02) 4640 8550 Fax: (02) 4628 8866
Email: trish.mccarthy@dow.org.au 

Faith Education Officer
Illawarra/Shoalhaven
Mr Peter Gilmore 
CCD Regional Centre / Xavier Centre
2 Bond Street, Bellambi
PO Box 2087, Wollongong NSW 2500
Ph: (02) 4283 4833
Email: peter.gilmore@dow.org.au

CCD Clerical Assistant
Mrs Cindy Oliver
CCD Regional Centre, Micah House
Open Monday-Thursday, 9am-3pm
Ph: (02) 4640 8550 Fax: (02) 4628 8866
Email: cindy.oliver@dow.org.au

Other Supporting Organisations

Catholic Education Office
Diocesan Resource Centre 
Xavier Centre, Wollongong
Anne Russell, Resource Centre Coordinator
Ph: (02) 4222 2481
Email: anne.russell@dow.catholic.edu.au
URL: http://oliver.dow.catholic.edu.au/rc     

 

Important Calendar Dates
Catechist Coordinator Meetings 10:00am - 11:30am
Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region   Friday, June 20
Xavier Centre, Wollongong    

Macarthur-Highlands Region  Monday, June 23
CCD Centre, Micah House  

Catechist Retreat Day  10:00am – 2:00pm 
Illawarra-Shoalhaven   Friday, June 13 
Xavier Centre, Wollongong 

Macarthur-Highlands   Monday, June 16 
Mt Carmel Retreat Centre   

Level 2 Training   9:30am – 1:30pm 
Macarthur-Highlands (Mondays) July 14, 21, 28 
CCD Centre, Micah House  August 4, 11, 18 

Illawarra-Shoalhaven (Fridays) July 18, 25 
Xavier Centre, Wollongong   August 1, 8, 15, 22

Child Protection / Classroom Mgt. 10:00am - 12:30pm
Macarthur-Highlands   Monday, May 5 
CCD Centre, Micah House  

Illawarra-Shoalhaven   Friday, May 9 
Xavier Centre, Wollongong   

SMARTBoard Training  10am - 12:00pm
Macarthur-Highlands   Monday, May 12 
CCD Centre, Micah House  

Illawarra-Shoalhaven   Friday, May 16 
Xavier Centre, Wollongong 

Craft Day/Morning Tea  10:00am - 12:00pm
Illawarra-Shoalhaven   Monday, May 19  
Xavier Centre, Wollongong

Craft Day    10:30am - 12:00pm
Macarthur-Highlands   Thursday, May 1 
CCD Centre, Micah House  

TO BOOK, CALL MRS CINDY OLIVER ON 4640 8550
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