
The Confraternity of Christian Doctrine  DIOCESE OF WOLLONGONG

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. And they left their nets at once and followed him” (Matt 5:19-20)

THE

Inside this issue • Message from the Director • Catechist Winter Retreat 2014 • 3 Important Reminders
• Caring for your garden • Secondary SRE Update • and more...

Volume 12, Issue 2

CatechistNET
August 2014

A First for CCD 
Wollongong
Pictures & Full Report Inside



VOLUME 12 ISSUE 2 -  JULY 2014PAGE 2
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Message from 
the Director

I thought it necessary at this point in the year to affirm Catechists for the wonderful 
contribution they make not only to the Church, but just as significantly to public 
education and society. Every Child in these classes in a state school is there because 
their parents have chosen to have them formed in the faith of their family. The close to 
100,000 Catholic students and the 220,000 students overall who attend Special 
Religious Education (SRE) each week in New South Wales, do not have to be there, it is 
not compulsory, but is obviously highly valued. 

Catechists / SRE teachers are trusted not only by the Church but by these parents and 
the Government to form young people in the faith tradition of their family. These parents 
want their sons and daughters to be formed in the knowledge of the Gospel. In doing 
so, SRE teachers nurture in young people a sense of God’s love, an understanding of 
Jesus’ call for us to live a life that hinges on forgiveness, and enable them to be formed 
in a way of thinking that is based on justice in our dealings with others. 

It is for this reason that many Catechists have been disappointed by a series of recent 
reports in the media which have failed to give a realistic impression about the 
significant contribution that SRE teachers make to Public Education in New South Wales. 
Whatever the aim of this style of reporting, one thing is for certain, it is not in the best 
interests of the children who benefit from the good formation in the faith of their family 
or for parents who rightly value SRE as a choice that is a strength of Public Education. 

The broad generalisation made in recent media reports unfortunately have not 
presented the reality of the quality of SRE teaching in NSW. Furthermore the reports 
have ignored that SRE teachers in NSW, and in particular the Catechists in our own 
Catholic Church, are well trained, resourced and use quality curriculums. 

At every opportunity, I endeavour to remind 
Catechists in the Dioceses of Wollongong of the way 
that their work contributes to the mission of the 
Church and the command of Jesus to share the life 
giving message of the Gospel. 
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The reports have also ignored the 
undeniable fact that young people who are 
formed in faith and spirituality are being 
exposed to something that is good for 
them. Measures of so many personal and 
social indicators of personal health and 
wellbeing highlight that young people who 
have good formation in faith and 
spirituality, are thriving. 

SRE in NSW should be promoted as a 
strength of Public Education and not pulled 
down by the style of some recent media 
reports that have been inaccurate and 
unbalanced. I really hope that SRE 
teachers, across all faiths and 
denominations in NSW, have not been 
overly discouraged by some of the things 
they may have encountered in the media. 
Rather, be affirmed in the knowledge that 
what you do in the service of parents and 

families in providing the choice of SRE and 
its formation in the faith of their family, is 
inspiring and makes a difference. 
Furthermore, please be assured that the 
Catholic Conference of Religious Educators 
(CCRESS) and Bishop Peter A Comensoli 
who has carriage of this ministry on behalf 
of NSW Bishops, are at every turn ensuring 
that what you do is well represented with 
the Education Department and 
Government. I am in no doubt, that the 
hundreds of thousands of parents who 
value the choice of SRE, and the students 
who attend your classes, are appreciative of 
the contribution you make to Public 
Education in our multicultural, multi faith 
society. May our Lord Jesus bless your 
efforts abundantly.

Mr Jude Hennessy
Diocesan Director
CCD Wollongong

CCD Prayer
Corner

Please keep the following  
intentions in your prayers for:

• Fr David Catterall & Catechists of 
Albion Park
• Natalie Dwyer (Battling cancer, 
daughter of Maureen Crosland)
• Bruce Chapman (Battling cancer)
• New Catechists who have begun this 
year
• Ongoing Catechists in the classroom 
• The Government Inquiry into SRE
• Successful Catechist Sunday  
promotions and recruitment in 2014
• The Royal Commission
• Catechists who have died this year

Do you have a prayer request? 
Please let us know by calling  
Cindy Oliver on 4640 8550 
cindy.oliver@dow.org.au

To book for the day contact 
Cindy Oliver on 4640 8550 OR cindy.oliver@dow.org.au

Xavier Centre, Wollongong 
Mon 8 September, 10:00-1:00pm
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Winter Retreat 
Summary 2014
We searched high and low for a suitable 
facilitator because you deserve the best! 
We have had some cracking facilitators 
in the past however the experience of not 
only being refreshed but adding another 
dimension to our approach to prayer 
proved to be invaluable. 

The day was led magnificently by retreat 
facilitator Frances Tilly, who specialises in 
the Ignatian method of spirituality. The day 
was incredibly uplifting for the participants 
but also for Frances herself who was 
equally touched by being involved. “I really 
enjoyed the experience and I felt uplifted by 
the catechists and their generous cheerful 
spirit. The gifts were in all directions I 
think”, Frances shared with us after the day.

The Ignatian method Frances introduced 
included the simple steps of preparing
ourselves through a simple gesture of 
reverence and reading the prayer/ scripture 
texts, asking for a particular Grace and 

desire, spending time in prayer being still 
with God and finally a short time of 
conversation with God. As we progressed 
through these steps we were invited to 
listen and note any movements in our  
‘listening books’, this being the link that 
brings it all together. 

Another important aspect of the day was 
the 5 steps of the Examen: Giving thanks, 
asking for the Spirits’ help and direction, 
reviewing the day (what gave you life and 
what challenged or upset you), 
responding and asking God for what you 
need and finally, resolving to seek healing 
and wholeness through an action.

My sincere hope is that you have had a 
chance to ‘practice’ this method of prayer 
and maybe even teach it to your students in 
a very simple way! May you continue to feel 
God’s loving presence in your life and be 
blessed with a deep joy!

Written by 
Trish McCarthy 
Faith Education Officer
Macarthur-Highlands Region



THE CATECHISTNET PAGE 5

Your mind is a garden; Thoughts are 
the seeds. You can grow flowers or 
you can grow weeds.

Our thoughts are powerful things. One of 
the greatest and mysterious gifts we have 
been given! Yes, they have the potential 
to affect the altitude of our attitude and 
our actions. What kind of garden are you 
growing?

I have heard that we spend 1/5th of our 
lives talking and have approximately 30 
conversations per day. We also talk to 
ourselves. Have you ever stopped and really 
listened to your thoughts? Here’s an 
activity… take 5 mins, 30 mins, half a 
day jotting down all the thoughts that fly 
through that space between your ears and 
once done, examine them closely. Are they 
positive, negative or neutral? What do they 
focus on most? What are the key themes if 
you like? Is it your emotions, actions, tasks, 
family or work? Are they focused on 
judgements or affirmations of self and 
others?

With God’s help it is possible to clean 
up our thoughts and when we do it has 
significant impact not only on ourselves, 
but all those whom we encounter. Just like 
a small child who has sticky hands leaves 
a residue on everything they touch, so too 
negative thoughts on our lives, experiences 
and relationships. We are created for much 
more than this! 

Try taking 3 questions or statements you 
have jotted down and changing them into 
better questions or frame of thought. For 
example…. I wish I didn’t have to go to 
work today INTO how can I be present at 
work and enjoy the moment? Or why does 
this always happen to me INTO what is God 
or life trying to say to me through this 
experience? What can I be open to 
learning?

If you ask yourself a question your brain 
instinctively comes up with an answer… 
ask a better question, get a better answer! 
Have some fun today with your thoughts… 
What kind of garden are you growing? 

From Trish’s regular radio spot on The 
Journey, Milk & Honey. You can listen 
to Trish (and more!) each week on 
Sundays 11am by tuning in your radio 
to Pulse 94.1 FM or going to  
radio.dow.org.au

Written by 
Trish McCarthy 
Faith Education Officer
Macarthur-Highlands Region

Caring for your Garden

3 Important Reminders 
for all Catechists 

Written by 
Peter Gilmore
Faith Education Officer
Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region

Hot button Issues

It can be very easy to get caught up in a 
lesson talking about contentious current 
issues. Quite often these issues are outside 
the scope of the lesson at hand, are not 
age appropriate or they enter into areas 
that fall into the role of parenting
decisions. It is not our job in an SRE 
lesson to talk about such issues as
abortion, contraception, suicide, same-sex 
marriage or other such topics. If such topics 
come up, gently remind the students about 
the lesson you are currently teaching and 
say that, whilst it’s a good question, that’s 
not what we are learning about today. It’s 
better to say no now than to find yourself 
in a tricky situation later.

Respect the privacy and
dignity of our children

As Catechists, we must never speak about 
a student’s private life or issues with 
other people unless it is for the purpose of 
reporting a Child Protection concern. 
Likewise, it would certainly be never 
appropriate to openly talk about a  
student’s medical condition unless you 
have spoken with the classroom teacher or 
the parents of the student first (eg. a  
student may have cancer and the parents 
may be ok with your class praying for 
them). Finally, we should never speak  
negatively about a student’s character, 
especially when they are not present. 

Only Use the 
Approved Curriculum

As representatives of Bishop Peter and
approved teachers for the Dioceses of 
Wollongong, we carry a responsibility to 
teach the faith of the Catholic Church as 
described in the approved curriculum. As 
an SRE provider, it is a Government 
requirement  that our teachers are 
instructing students from an approved
curriculum. As you would be aware, the 
only curriculum you are allowed to teach 
from in the Diocese of Wollongong is 
Christ Our Light and Life (with the 
exception of multi-stage and/or joint 
denominational classes - these are 
approved on a case by case basis).
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Written by 
Evelyn Cisneros
Secondary SRE Assistant
CCD Wollongong

I have now been in my role as a 
Secondary SRE assistant for 3 
months. In that time, I have been 
shown the ropes and have been 
introduced to many of you; it’s great 
to be able to put a name to a face. If 
I haven’t had the chance to 
introduce myself to you personally I 
hope that in the second half of the 
year there will be opportunity to do 
so. 

As a Secondary assistant one aspect of my 
role is to support the student catechists 
in their learning and development. I have 
made visits to most Primary Schools where 
student catechists are present observing 
and encouraging. Lunch time visits to 
Year 10 students at their school provided 
valuable feedback, giving honest insight, 
suggestions and opinions.

One of the challenges Student catechists’ 
face, as with new adult catechists, is that 
even the best and most in depth training 

falls short of fully preparing them for what 
they will experience in the classroom! 
Despite this, students enjoy being a 

catechist, they love being around the 
children and they get a lot of joy in being 
able to serve in that way. Students also 
articulated their desire to take on bigger 
tasks and responsibilities and to use their 
skills taught in training and gifts they have 
as young people… their enthusiasm is to 
be celebrated! 

My hope is to encourage more involvement 
of student catechists working in partnership 
with experienced catechists as mentors. At 
the end of the day it is our responsibility to 

raise and nurture the next generation to be 
strong in faith, knowing the joy of the Good 
News and eager to share it with those 
around them. Let’s pray that through our 
witness many may come to know the Joy of 
the Gospel! 

God bless,
Evie

Mother-Daughter Catechist Team, Lynne Harrison  (Left) 
and her mum Sandra Dickerson (Right)

Lynne Harrison and her mum Sandra Dickerson shared 
their mother/daughter bond in a unique way through their 
ministry as a Catechist team.   

Lynne has been a Catechist in our Parish of St Paul’s Albion Park for 
many years.  About 10 years ago, Lynne invited her mum to assist in 
her classes and together they became a very well respected partner-
ship.

Sadly, Sandra passed away unexpectedly in May and we farewelled 
our dear friend in a beautiful requiem Mass celebrated by Father 
David Catterall. 

Sandra had a strong belief in Guardian Angels and her grandchildren 
believe she is now looking over them as their personal Guardian 
Angel in Heaven.  In this way we also feel that Sandra’s presence will 
continue in our Parish Catechist ministry.  It is somewhat 
comforting to know that Sandra took great joy in sharing her faith 
with so many children in the public schools of our Parish.

Our dear friend, Sandra, will be very sadly missed by many of us.  May 
she rest in peace.

Written by Rowena Sanderson 
Catechist Co-ordinator, St Paul’s Albion Park

A partnership that will be sadly missed

Secondary Student
SRE Ministry Update
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Annual
Catechist Mass

& AWARDS 2014

NOVEMBER 15, 10:30AM @ ST FRANCIS XAVIER CATHEDRAL, WOLLONGONG

CHILD PROTECTION TRAINING
LAST TRAINING DAYS FOR THE YEAR
Xavier Centre, Wollongong
Friday, September 19
10:00am-12:00pm

Please phone Cindy (4640 8550) to book

Micah House, Campbelltown
Monday, September 15
10:00am-12:00pm

Monday 20 October
St Mary Star of the Sea
Gerringong

Monday 27 October
St Mary’s Towers
Douglas Park

10am - 2pm (Morning Tea Provided BYO Lunch)
RSVP to Cindy Oliver on 4640 8550

theJoy
Gospel

of the

Spring Catechist Retreat

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine Wollongong

MOVED TO ST FRANCIS XAVIER 
CATHEDRAL IN WOLLONGONG



with Dave & Jude

FAITH, HOPE, LOVE AND LIFE FOR

SUNDAYS 11AM-12PM ON 94.1FM

Go to radio.dow.org.au to listen to past shows or live streaming

Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine 
Diocesan Leadership Team
and Support Personnel

Director of Confraternity
of Christian Doctrine
Mr Jude Hennessy
CCD Office Wollongong
Catholic Church Offices, Xavier Centre
38 Harbour St, Wollongong NSW 2500
PO Box 1239, Wollongong NSW 2500
Ph: (02) 4222 2407 Fax: (02) 4222 2417
Email: jude.hennessy@dow.org.au 
Website: ccd.dow.org.au

Faith Education Officer
Macarthur /Highlands
Miss Trish McCarthy
CCD Regional Centre, Micah House
35A Cordeaux St, Campbelltown NSW 2560
Ph: (02) 4640 8550 Fax: (02) 4628 8866
Email: trish.mccarthy@dow.org.au 

Faith Education Officer
Illawarra/Shoalhaven
Mr Peter Gilmore 
CCD Regional Centre / Xavier Centre
2 Bond Street, Bellambi
PO Box 2087, Wollongong NSW 2500
Ph: (02) 4283 4833
Email: peter.gilmore@dow.org.au

CCD Clerical Assistant
Mrs Cindy Oliver
CCD Regional Centre, Micah House
Open Monday-Thursday, 9am-3pm
Ph: (02) 4640 8550 Fax: (02) 4628 8866
Email: cindy.oliver@dow.org.au

Other Supporting Organisations

Catholic Education Office
Diocesan Resource Centre 
Xavier Centre, Wollongong
Anne Russell, Resource Centre Coordinator
Ph: (02) 4222 2481
Email: anne.russell@dow.catholic.edu.au
URL: http://oliver.dow.catholic.edu.au/rc     

 

Important Calendar Dates
Catechist Retreat Day  10:00am – 2:00pm 
Illawarra-Shoalhaven   Monday, Oct 20 
St Mary S. Sea, Gerringong

Macarthur-Highlands   Monday, Oct 27 
St Mary’s Towers, Douglas Park    

Child Protection   10:00am – 12:00pm
Macarthur-Highlands   Monday, Sept 15 
CCD Centre, Micah House  

Illawarra-Shoalhaven   Friday, Sept 19 
Xavier Centre, Wollongong   

SMARTBoard Training  10:00am - 12:00pm
Macarthur-Highlands   Monday, Oct 13 
CCD Centre, Micah House  

Illawarra-Shoalhaven   Thursday, Nov 20 
Xavier Centre, Wollongong 

Craft Day/Morning Tea  10:00am – 12:00pm
Illawarra-Shoalhaven   Thursday, Aug 21 
Xavier Centre, Wollongong  Monday, Nov 17

Craft Day    10:30am – 12:00pm
Macarthur-Highlands   Tuesday, Nov 11 
CCD Centre, Micah House  

Coordinators Meeting  10:00am – 11:30am
Macarthur-Highlands   Monday, Dec 1 
CCD Centre, Micah House   

Illawarra-Shoalhaven   Friday, Nov 28
Xavier Centre, Wollongong   

Annual Catechist Mass  10:30am
St Francis Xavier Cathedral  Saturday, Nov 15
Wollongong

TO BOOK, CALL MRS CINDY OLIVER ON 4640 8550
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