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Message from 
the Director

Ignorance is not Bliss.

There are numerous words in common use in our language that have 
seemingly been hijacked. For example, as Catechists, you are part of 
the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD), an organisation that 
grew with the desire to promote learning of the truths of our faith. 
The word doctrine was thus associated with a body of truth. Unfortu-
nately these days, the word doctrine is linked negatively to the word 
‘indoctrination’, which suggests a process of convincing people to 
think and act a certain way, through processes that trick them and 
lead them away from reality. Somehow, the graced desire to share 
truth via the CCD has in some respects now been linked to indoctrina-
tion, which has negative connotations, rather than leading to person-
al freedom through exposure to God’s truth, which is what the work 
of CCD hopes to bring.

A similar instance of words being hijacked could be noted when 
referring to the Spiritual works of mercy. One of the spiritual works 
of mercy most relevant to Catechists for example, is ‘instructing the 
ignorant’. I must admit, that when you hear or read that word ‘ig-
norant’, you can’t help but regard it as a harsh term, one that is used 
to demean someone, suggesting they are for want of a better word, 
‘stupid’. No one, would like to be referred to as ‘ignorant’ these days. 
When considered in its true meaning, the word ignorant best refers 
to someone who is ‘unaware’, or who still has some things to learn. 
Thus, we are all in some way ‘ignorant’ in some respects. There are 
plenty of things I would like to know more about. I am very aware of 
the many ‘gaps’ in my knowledge, thus it probably right to say that I 
am ignorant of many things! 

There is one thing however, that no one should be ignorant of. There 
is one thing that all people should have knowledge of, namely the 
Love of God, his mercy and the Gospel message of salvation that 
comes through Jesus. That is not my opinion, that is the opinion and 
instruction of Jesus when he tells us to, ‘go therefore and teach all of 
the nations’ (Matt 28:19). It is for this reason that the Church identi-
fied ‘instructing the ignorant’ as a Spiritual work of mercy. (cont. pg 3)
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(from page 2)

We are all being encourage to con-
sider how we can bring alive this year 
of mercy for ourselves and others, 
and there is no better way to practi-
cally do that than by participating in 
the Corporal and Spiritual works of 
Mercy. Catechists, by participating in 
the work of CCD, are perhaps without 
knowing, already dedicated to one 
of the Spiritual works of mercy, the 
instruction of the ‘unaware’, in the 
work they do in schools and Parishes 
with children. In teaching about Je-
sus, and in bringing young people to 
an encounter with God’s love, mercy 
and forgiveness, in the way that we 
pray with Children, Catechists are 
revealing truth (Doctrine) by teaching 
about the one who said, 'I am the way, 
the truth and the life' (John 14:6).

Next time you go into a class to teach 
SRE, next time you answer questions 
from students about the deeper ques-
tions of the human heart, next time 
you share stories from the scriptures 
that bring meaning to the lives of the 
young people entrusted to your care, 

know that you are participating in 
the mission of the Church through 
the ‘spiritual works of mercy’, by 
making Jesus and his Church known 
and loved. Thank you for doing so!

Thank you Marilyn Ng

Over the course of the last few 
years, Miss Marilyn Ng has 
worked casually for the CCD 
in our Diocese, but has now moved 
into other work. She has through 
her many gifts, helped to enliven 
our ministry and to better resource 
the work of Catechists. We are most 
grateful to ‘Maz’ for the many pro-
jects she has assisted with, most 
notably, the development of our 

Smart-board Resources, elements of 
online training, and development 
of a new database incorporating the 
WWCC requirements. She has also 
assisted in the Office of the Bishop in 
work for the Journey Radio Program 
and various other administrative ac-
tivities. Marilyn has been incredibly 
efficient in her role, and has bought 
a love of our Catholic faith that has 
been a real witness to those who have 
worked alongside her. I thank her on 
behalf of all associated with this min-
istry and wish her well in her future 
endeavours.

Mr Jude Hennessy
Diocesan Director
CCD & Evangelisation
Wollongong

Thank you to the Catechist 
Coordinators who facilitated 
these wonderful visits and 
for such a warm welcome to 
your classrooms. It is a great 
privilege to have access to the 
Public Schools in our diocese 
to share the love of God and 
the message of Jesus Christ. It 
is a wonderful experience to 
see some of the dedicated and 
skilled Catechists in action and 
get an insight into the hard 
work, persistence and faith 
filled witness that occurs each 
week.

The enthusiasm and positive energy 
displayed by all of the Catechists in 
a wide range of classrooms settings 
was matched with high quality teach-
ing methods adapted to those diverse 
situations. 

In the twelve schools visited early in 
Term One, Catechists had already de-
veloped sound routines, established 
high expectations of appropriate 
behaviour and encouraged participa-
tion from the students.
 
Every lesson observed had at least 
one opportunity for prayer time. The 

prayer times were uplifting, rever-
ent, inclusive and at times moving. 
Many Catechists asked the students 
for prayer intentions and with eager 
responses from the students. Beauti-
fully set up sacred spaces or prayer 
places helped to draw the student’s 
attention to the topic and provided a 
point of focus to settle the class.  

The majority of students genuinely 
enjoyed the presence of their Cat-
echists with some of the Early Stage 
One enthusiastically showing their 
delight. In contrast, the Stage Three 
students were more reserved, but it 
was pleasing to see so many of them 
say “Thank you” or “See you next 
week” to their Catechist, definitely a 
sign that the lessons must be going 
well.
Congratulations to all the Catechists 
on their work in the ministry. Look-
ing forward to meeting more Cat-
echists in Term 2.

Catechist Support
Classroom Visits • Term 1

Written by 
Lisa Metcalfe
CCD Support Officer
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Over the last few years there 
have been two assemblies of 
the Synod of Bishops in Rome 
on topics related to the family 
and evangelisation. This year, 
on April 8, Pope Francis issued 
an Apostolic Exhortation enti-
tled Amoris Laetitia ('The Joy of 
Love'). This 255-page document 
is his own prayerful reflection 
on the discussions and 
outcomes of the Synod.

In a document concerning "love in 
the family", it should come as no 
surprise that Pope Francis makes 
many references to the role of the 
family in the raising and formation of 
children. In fact, there are over 200 
references to children and an entire 
chapter devoted to "a better educa-
tion of children".

Four paragraphs from the document, 
#287-290, should be of particular 
interest to Catechists as they deal 
with Passing on the Faith. I'd like to 
share a couple of thoughts with you 
that I found helpful.

1. "Raising children calls for an
orderly process of handing on the 
faith" (#287). Pope Francis points out 
that this is difficult in the culture of 
today with many people keeping a 
"frenetic pace just to survive". So we 
can take great comfort in knowing 
that having some sort of structure 
in our teaching of children is a great 
benefit to them. 'Faith is God's gift', 
Pope Francis says, and 'parents are 

the means that God uses for it to 
grow and develop'. For many chil-
dren, we Catechists are the only 
teachers of faith and so it is impor-
tant that we take this
responsibility very seriously and treat 
it as the sacred time that it is.

2."Handing on the faith presumes 
that [Catechists] genuinely trust God, 
seek him and sense their need for 
him" (#287). As Jude often says, we 
cannot give what we do not have. The 
question for us here is a simple but 
a genuinely confronting one - do we 
really know how much we need God?  
Many years ago I heard an amazing 
illustration which demonstrated this 
point perfectly - I was asked to 
imagine heaven - the perfection of 
nature, the majesty of God's giant 
mansion, the banquet hall filled with  
family and friends, the bounty of 
food and the unending joy. At the end 
of all this, a simple question. If this 
was heaven and Jesus wasn't there, 
would I be happy? The implication 
being, how much do I really need 
God? How deep does my 
relationship with Jesus go? Is he a 
checkbox on a list of weekly activities 
or is he the ultimate point of all my 
activities? Certainly a massive 
challenge to reflect on and a question 
we must always come back to - Who 
is Jesus to me?

3. "Education in the faith has to adapt 
to each child, since older resources 
and recipes do not always work" 
(#288). Catechesis is meant to serve 
the child, not the other way round. 
As Catechists we need to be

continually looking to find new ways 
of expressing the timeless Gospel 
message. I have seen many people 
who work with older children who 
will often try to nullify difficult
messages about sin or the call of 
God to live virtuous lives (through 
his powerful grace, of course). The 
end result is a useless Gospel. The 
Easter message of Good Friday and 
Resurrection makes no sense without 
understanding sin. Mercy is pointless 
with understanding how we have fall 
short of God's desire for us. The secret 
is finding language, symbol and story 
to communicate the Gospel. The 
answer isn't removing the parts of the 
Gospel which are hard to 
communicate. These are the exact 
parts that we need to explore even 
more! We need to find stories and 
parables to communicate God's love 
for us, just as Jesus did in the Bible.

I strongly suggest that all Catechists 
take the time to slowly reflect on 
paragraphs #287-290 and allow Pope 
Francis' powerful words to penetrate 
our hearts as we go into the 
classroom this year.  
(go to dow.sh/joyoflovepdf)

Amoris LÆtitia:
Reflections on Pope Francis' Joy of Love

Written by 
Peter Gilmore
Faith Education Officer
Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region
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Finding the Fun in Faith
Cindy Oliver's 6 easy steps to spicing up a lesson
Students, especially on the 
younger side of primary,
often have very fickle
attention spans. People 
often say they are short but 
that's not necessarily true! 
They can sit through a
feature length movie, so 
why not our classes? 

This is definitely a broader 
conversation to have but one of 
the things that we've discovered 
over the years is that if we can 
add a dash of fun to our classes, 
students are often more excited 
about them and are more willing 
to learn with us. 

So how can we add a dash of fun 
to our lessons? Resource Centre 
Manager for CCD, Cindy Oliver, 
shares with us her 6 easy steps to 
spice up your Scripture Lessons. 

FUN

FUN FAITH FUN FAITH

1. Play music 
every week 
While your students are 
doing their activities and 
allow them to sing along.

2. Do craft with 
your students
Dedicate one full 
lesson a term to a fun 
craft activity.

3. Play a Game
or Activity
Perhaps as a reward for 
good behaviour, play a 
simple game or activity 
on the SmartBoard.

4. Put on a DVD!
The visual medium of 
movies and video clips 
is very familiar to young 
students and they are 
very receptive to this 
method of  learning.

5. Puppets & 
More Puppets
Whilst reading your 
story, have students 
use puppets to play 
different characters.

6. Use Religious 
Statues
Nothing makes faith 
more real than faith that 
we can see and hold. 
Don't be afraid to not 
only use statues in your 
prayer spaces but also 
allow students to hold 
them.

If you're looking for resources, visit the Resource Centres at 
Micah House & Xavier Centre!

LAST CHANCE TO BOOK YOUR PLACE

CATECHIST PILGRIMAGE 2016
ROME-ITALY 18-DAYS • 20 SEPTEMBER - 7 OCTOBER

For more details & to book, please contact Cindy Oliver on 4640 8550 or cindy.oliver@dow.org.au
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Assertiveness may be defined 
as the quality of being self-
assured and confident, acting 
with purpose and presence and 
displaying respect for self and 
others. It is believed to be a key 
factor in effective classroom 
management. 

A lack of assertiveness leads to 
students feeling confused, unsure of 
what’s expected of them, unsafe or 
insecure. These feelings can in turn 
lead to challenging behaviour. It is 
important that you, as the responsi-
ble adult supervising students, feel 
empowered to create a safe working 
environment in your class room. 

The following statements highlight 
some basic rights within the class-
room we should aim to nurture. They 
are followed by habits that under-
mine these rights:

• I have the right to insist on silence 
when I am speaking - I spoke over the 
noise of others
• I have the right to say 'no' - I al-
lowed kids to get up and move or to 
go to the toilet
• I have the right to correct - I did not 
directly correct the general behaviour 
of specific children
• I have the right to choose - I would 
be swayed by class pressure to do 
certain activities

• I have the right to set standards - I 
allowed individuals to dictate their 
own behaviour boundaries

• I have the right to be proactive - I 
did not move people who should not 
be sit together.
• I have the right to support - I did 
not always ask for support when I 
needed it.
• I have the right to eject a student or 
ask for staff assistance - I felt that this 
reflected badly on me and so did not 
do it.

Following on from these statements 
are three helpful hints to consider 
implementing and practicing:

1. Behavioural narration 
This means I will give a direction 
‘Please come and sit on the floor qui-
etly, facing the front, lips closed’ and 
immediately monitor the class and 
make statements about what comply-
ing students are doing. (For example, 
“Sally is sitting quietly. Billy is facing 
forward and not talking.”)
2. Rules need to be clear and 
observable 
Unclear or ambiguous rules can be 
interpreted differently amongst the 
students, and therefore are difficult 
to enforce. Being nice or respect-
ful can be interpreted differently 
amongst individuals. Observable 
rules might include "Show respect by 
keeping hands to yourself." Or "When 
someone is speaking, we listen." 
3. Use a ‘broken record’ approach 
if students try to argue a point
It is important that the student is 
validated, particularly how they feel 
and this can be a simple statement of 
‘I understand that you feel frustrated 
by (…) however acting in a way (…) is 

not acceptable in this class’.  Reiterate 
your point whatever it may be ‘John, 
I’ve asked you to move. Please follow 
my directions’ and repeat in a timely 
manner until the desired result. 
Avoid getting into discussions about 
‘off topic’ points (he said/ she said).

In summary
You are in control of your classroom; 
both you and your students have 
a right to a safe, effective working 
environment.

Clearly define your three rules and 
make them visible. Refer to them 
during the lesson if you need to.

Clearly define consequences for not 
following the rules. Sit with students 
and explain the importance of the 
rules in creating a safe environment.

Challenge any personal beliefs or 
thoughts that would hinder an as-
sertive approach in the classroom; 
particularly those related to your 
value, worth, capability, acceptance 
or likability by the students. 

Be confident in your ability and your 
responsibility as an SRE teacher. 
Communicating clearly and asser-
tively shows respect for both you and 
your students! 

Written by 
Trish McCarthy 
Faith Education Officer
Macarthur-Highlands Region

Classroom Tips
Assertiveness in the Classroom
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Coordinator Meetings (10:00-11:30am)
Illawarra-Shoalhaven   June 17 
Xavier Centre, Wollongong  November 25
Macarthur-Highlands   June 20
Micah House, Campbelltown  November 28

Level II (9:30am-1:30pm)
Illawarra-Shoalhaven   August 5, 12, 19, 26 
Xavier Centre, Wollongong  September 2, 9
Macarthur-Highlands   August 8, 15, 22, 29 
Micah House, Campbelltown  September 5, 12

Child Protection/Classroom Mgt. (10am-1:00pm)
Illawarra-Shoalhaven   July 22 
Xavier Centre, Wollongong  October 13
Macarthur-Highlands   July 18
Micah House, Campbelltown  October 17

SMARTBoard Training (10am-12:30pm)
Illawarra-Shoalhaven   July 29 
Xavier Centre, Wollongong 
Macarthur-Highlands   July 25
Micah House, Campbelltown 

Craft Day/Morning Tea (10:30-12:00pm)
Macarthur-Highlands   March 15, 
Micah House, Campbelltown  October 13

Catechist Retreat (10:00am-2:00pm)
Illawarra-Shoalhaven   July 1
St Mary S. Sea, Gerringong 
Macarthur-Highlands   July 4
St Gregory's College, Campbelltown (Chapel)

Annual Catechist Mass (10:30am)
St Francis Xavier Cathedral  November 12

Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine
Diocesan Leadership Team
and Support Personnel 

Director of Confraternity
of Christian Doctrine &
Evangelisation
Mr Jude Hennessy
Catholic Church Offices, Xavier Centre
38 Harbour St, Wollongong NSW 2500
PO Box 1239, Wollongong NSW 2500
Ph: (02) 4222 2407 Fax: (02) 4222 2417
Email: jude.hennessy@dow.org.au 
Website: ccd.dow.org.au

Faith Education Officer
Macarthur /Highlands
Miss Trish McCarthy
CCD Regional Centre, Micah House
35A Cordeaux St, Campbelltown NSW 
2560
Ph: (02) 4640 8550 Fax: (02) 4628 8866
Email: trish.mccarthy@dow.org.au 

Faith Education Officer
Illawarra/Shoalhaven
Mr Peter Gilmore 
CCD Regional Centre / Xavier Centre
38 Harbour St, Wollongong NSW 2500
Ph: (02) 4222 2464
Email: peter.gilmore@dow.org.au

Resource Centre Manager &
Assistant to the FEOs
Mrs Cindy Oliver
CCD Regional Centre, Micah House
Open Monday-Thursday, 9am-3pm
Ph: (02) 4640 8550
Email: cindy.oliver@dow.org.au

Other Supporting Organisations
Catholic Education Office
Diocesan Resource Centre 
Xavier Centre, Wollongong
Anne Russell, Resource Centre Coordinator
Ph: (02) 4222 2481
Email: anne.russell@dow.catholic.edu.au
URL: http://oliver.dow.catholic.edu.au/rc     CatechistNET © 2016 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine - Diocese of Wollongong  

This magazine is a publication of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. All images and content are the intellectual 
property of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine - Diocese of Wollongong unless otherwise stated. 

Design by Peter Gilmore.

CCD Calendar Dates for 2016

BOOKINGS ARE ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL
TO BOOK, CALL MRS CINDY OLIVER ON 4640 8550



the fount ofMercy

C A T E C H I S T  R E T R E A T 
2 0 1 6

W I T H  F R  R O N A N  K I L G A N N O N

Bookings essential. Please RSVP to Cindy Oliver  
on 4640 8550 or email cindy.oliver@dow.org.au

Friday 1 July
St Mary Star of the Sea

Gerringong

Monday 4 July
St Gregory's College
Campbelltown

10:0am - 2:00pm
Morning tea provided. BYO Lunch

Please note the change of dates 

for the Retreats this year.


