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NSW Government Sings the Praises of Catechists

As the year comes to a close, I thought it important to pass onto 
Catechists in our Diocese the congratulations and encouragement 
that was passed onto all Special Religious Education (SRE) Teachers at 
the Celebration of SRE held at NSW Parliament House on November 
15. The 500 Catechists of our Diocese who see 10,000 students each 
week in 142 schools do amazing work, and as you all know, I try at 
every opportunity to trumpet this fact to anyone who will listen. It 
was great to be able to attend an event, where similar praises were 
being sung by politicians, religious leaders and teachers from across 
all major faith traditions.

The event was hosted by the Inter-Church Commission on Religious 
Education in Schools (ICCOREIS) where Education Minister Adrian 
Piccoli, the Shadow Minister Jihad Dib and opposition leader Luke 
Foley were joined by 26 other NSW Politicians in a room of 350 SRE 
teachers. Also represented were faith leaders from the Christian, 
Buddhist, Islamic, Hindu, Jewish and Bahai faiths. 

They came together to highlight the valuable contribution Special 
Religious Education (SRE) makes to the Public Education system in 
what was a powerful representation of unity in diversity. In so doing, 
awards were presented to 15 individuals from across these faith 
traditions for the great contribution they make to this work and the 
event showcased how providers of SRE added significantly to the lives 
of students through the faith of their family.

In his role as guest speaker, Education Minister Mr Piccoli said he 
supported the place of SRE in the public education system and that 
this support was shared by the opposition. “The NSW Government 
supports the good work done by providers of SRE in our public 
schools. It is an important way in which children can learn about the 
values that are at the heart of the world’s religions. I congratulate the 
award recipients for their enthusiasm and hard work,” Mr Piccoli said.

Also supporting the event was the Shadow Minister of Education, 
Mr Jihad Dib, who said “Having the opportunity to learn more about 
one’s own religion is an important option for many students and 
their parents. The availability of SRE in Public Schools contributes 
to our vibrant multicultural, multi-faith society. I commend the 
approved providers and many volunteers for their dedication and 
commitment." 

CEO of Jewish Board of Deputies, Mr Vic Alhadeff, speaking on behalf 
of Inter-Church Commission on Religious Education in Schools 
(ICCOREIS), said "SRE provides a critical underpinning to the success 
of our multicultural, multi-faith society, and the event was a great 
opportunity to recognise the contribution the major faiths make to 
public education. It imbues students with understanding of their 
faith and tradition, and in so doing gives them a basis from which to 
embrace the world."
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Think about it… 
It has been present at most of the important milestones in your life 
… your baptism, your first communion, at times of great celebration 
and at times of great sadness. The work of the many ministries of the 
Catholic Church are far reaching and life giving.      

You can play a part in helping to ensure that the work of Catechists 
continues for future generations by leaving the Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine and Evangelisation, a gift in your will.  

As you know, your generosity will make a difference to the lives of 
many.  

For more information, please contact the Diocesan 
representative on 4222 2446 or 
visit www.dow.org.au/diocese/bequests

Josh Chenery, SRE & SEE 
Officer for the Education 
Department has now given us 
definitive guidelines to adhere 
to when we have any concerns 
of a safety, welfare or wellbeing 
nature for children and young 
people.

Volunteer Catechists, according to 
the law, are not Mandatory Reporters. 
However, the Church has insisted 
that Catechists take a similar 
approach to Mandatory Reporters 
in their response to disclosures and 
reasonable suspicion of Child Abuse. 
Understanably, this created some 
confusion - Do we call the helpline? 
Do we talk to the Principal? The class 
teacher? The SRE Coordinator? Our 
Parish Priest? Where do we go with 
this information?

Josh Chenery, in a letter to the 
Catholic Conference of Religious 
Educators in State Schools (CCRESS), 
has stated, "Our policy and 
procedures require all staff to 
report any concerns of a safety, 
welfare or wellbeing nature 
for children and young people 
regardless of the threshold to the 
school principal".

This clarity has been included in the 
new 2017 Child Protection Training 
the Diocese has developed along 
with the reporting procedure we 
would ask you to follow. This training 
will be available in the Parish at live 
training events and shortly using the 
Online Training system.

We all need to update our Child 
Protection Training every 3 years to 
ensure that we are on top of the latest 

requirements and legislation. 

Many Catechists in the Diocese of 
Wollongong updated their Child 
Protection training in 2014 and 2015 
to prepare for the incoming Working 
With Children Check. This means 
that there will be a large number 
of Catechists due to update their 
training within the next 12 months 
or so. A list of Catechists needing to 
update their training will be given to 
Parish Coordinators to help with this 
process. 

Child Protection training takes about 90 
minutes to complete. 

Written by 
Peter Gilmore
CCD & Evangelisation Coord.
Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region

New Child Protection 
Training & Guidelines

IMPORTANT
DATE CHANGE

Annual Catechist Mass, held at St Francis 
Xavier Cathedral in Wollongong:

Saturday 4 November
10:30am

As mentioned when Calendars were distributed, the 
original date for the Mass also fell on Armistice Day, 
11 November. Out of respect for our service men & 
women, we decided to move our celebration
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One thing I have noticed 
about how God works is that 
out of seemingly hopeless or 
difficult circumstances, there 
often emerges a great victory. 

Along these lines, we are delighted 
to share that we have experienced 
a fruitful year in new volunteers 
stepping up with willingness to share 
the gift of their faith. 

Over 2016 and the beginning of 2017 
we have inducted and trained 160 
new catechists across the Diocese. 

This is the highest number of new 
volunteers in the last five years.
We are incredibly proud of the 
culture of the CCD ministry created 
by the generous and gifted volunteers 
who dedicate their time and talent 
each week. When people come on 
board they know they are part of 
‘something bigger’ and we know 
they will be welcomed and guided in 
growing into their own unique way of 
expressing God’s love to our students.  

So to all our new catechists, welcome! 
And to our experienced catechists, 
thank you for journeying with 

those who for the first time join the 
adventure of giving witness to our 
faith in a very particular way. God’s 
peace be with you!

As we have travelled around 
on many class visits, we have 
been made increasingly aware 
of all the ‘little things’ you do 
that make a BIG difference. 

Words of affirmation, quality 
teaching, preparation and even small 
gifts of encouragement that help 
students develop and nurture their 
faith. 

To assist you in this area, we are 
making available a range of Sacred 
Objects and Participation Certificates 
to offer students in your class. As a 
guide, we have five different Prayer 
Cards suited to various stages, Rosary 
Beads with Prayer Guide and Bibles 

from the Bible Society to be used in 
the Classroom. 

These are being made available to 
you at no cost. We simply invite you 
to let your Parish Coordinator know 
which items you would like and how 
many so that we can arrange to have 
them to you mid-year. 

Our final encouragement would be 
that you distribute each item to one 
specific year/ stage. For example, 
Bibles to Year 6 or Pope Francis Prayer 
Card to Year 3. We hope this supports 
you and your students in nurturing 
their faith beyond the classroom. 

Something to  
celebrate!

New free resources
for Catechists

Written by 
Trish McCarthy 
CCD & Evangelisation Coord.
Macarthur-Highlands Region

P O P E  F R A N C I S

M Y  F R I E N D ,  J E S U S

M A R Y,  O U R  M O T H E R

T H E  H O L Y  S P I R I T

Macarthur-Highlands Catechist Retreat 2016
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My name is Louisa Court and 
I’m the new Secondary SRE 
Assistant for CCD Wollongong. 

My primary role will be coordinating 
the Student Catechist Program in 
our Catholic High Schools. It’s an 
honour to be working for the CCD in 
this important mission of sharing 
the Gospel with both our precious 
children in state schools and the 
student catechists who teach them.

I recently completed a Bachelor 
of Arts at the University of Notre 
Dame, where I majored in Media 
Studies & Theology. I loved studying 
theology and I hope to bring my 
love for the faith to my work here in 
our Diocese. While I was studying, I 

was a volunteer catechist in Sydney 
Archdiocese, where I taught beautiful 
kindergarten students around my 
university classes. I also worked 
part-time as the Youth Ministry 
Support Officer for the Diocese here 
in Wollongong. I have extensive 
volunteer youth ministry experience 
in my previous parish in Sydney, 
with the Archdiocese of Sydney and 
on Youth Mission Team in Perth. 
I’ll be working in this role two days 
a week whilst also working as the 
Youth Minister at St Mary’s Cathedral 
College in Sydney.

I find that it’s irresistible to share the 
things I love with the people around 
me. I can’t help but tell everyone 
I meet how much I love coffee, or 
music, or how knowing God has 

changed my life. There are not many 
people who get to share something 
that they’re so passionate about that 
it’s a natural activity for their job. I 
feel extremely blessed to be able to 
work with young people and share 
the overwhelming love of God with 
them day in and day out.

I look forward to meeting some 
of you superheroes out and about 
in our schools when I come to 
see the student catechists in their 
classrooms. Thank you so much for 
all that you do. I’m inspired by people 
like you!

Earlier this year, a small group 
of Catechists attended Cindy 
Oliver's Craft Day at Micah 
House. By the smiles in the 
photo, it was a great success!

Simple craft can take a 'teacher 
to student' lesson and make it 
interactive. It doesn't need to be 
complicated or messy! 

Don't miss out on Cindy's next day at 
Micah House on Monday 23 October at 
10:30am. Please be sure to ring ahead 
and book in on 4640 8550 

Hi Catechists,
Nice to meet you all!

Catechists Get Crafty!

BE THE BOSS
IN YOUR

CLASSROOM
NEW CLASSROOM

MANAGEMENT IDEAS

A new Classroom Management 
In-service by CCD Wollongong 
that counts as an update to the 
mandatory training.

Ask your coordinator about 
booking an in-service in your 
Parish!

Contact Cindy on 4640 8550

Written by 
Louisa Court
Secondary SRE Assistant
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A song that has continued 
to grow in meaning and 
importance for me begins 
with these simple words:

"I want to know you, Lord
Like I know a friend

I want to know you, Lord"

When we go into class to teach 
Catholic SRE (or Scripture), it is 
easy to become preoccupied with 
the "what", "who" and "where" of 
faith. Reading a Biblical story - What 
happened? Who was there? And 
where did the events occur? Or when 
discussing the Sacraments - What 
are the things involved? What age 
do we have to be? Who does what? 
All of these questions are important 
and they help us grow in our 
understanding of the topic at hand 
but are we missing something truly 
vital here? 

In order for Catechesis to be truly life-
giving and transformative, it must 
be connected with Evangelisation 
and conversion. The "E" word is 
not a word we are comfortable with 
as Catholics - it's not quite a swear 
word but it can make us cringe. 
Perhaps I could describe it to you like 
this - Evangelisation is the Simple 
Gospel. It's the truth that God loves 
us personally (1 John 4:10). That, even 
though we turn away from him, he 
loves us so much that he sent Jesus 
who would die on the cross for our 
sins (John 3:16). And not just die, but 
rise from the dead so that we could 
join Jesus in heaven forever (Romans 
6:8).  The Simple Gospel is that God 
has a plan for our lives and he invites 

us to partner with him to bring 
heaven to Earth (Jeremiah 29:11).

The song I mentioned before goes on:

"I will rejoice in the simple gospel 
I will rejoice in you, Lord"

If we consider all the places the 
Good News spread in the Acts of the 
Apostles, one thing was universal - 
for those who accepted it's message 
there was rejoicing and, like Mary, 
people would proclaim "God has 
done great things for me, and holy is 
his name!" (Luke 1:49). The Simple 
Gospel is the truth that, despite us, 
God has done great things to save us.

Certainly for the Pharisees and 
Saducees, the Simple Gospel was a 
thorn in their sides because their 
entire lives were built around the 
importance of "what we do" rather 
than "what God has done".

It's when Peter and Andrew 
encountered Jesus that they dropped 
their nets. It's when Saul met Jesus 
on the road that he became Paul. And 
from there, these heroes of the faith 
were transformed. They lived in a 
certain way to reflect the truth. The 
belief manifested in action. 

All of us are called to constantly 
be evangelised, converted more 
closely to the heart of Jesus and then 
catechised in the day-to-day living of 
this truth. This is an ongoing process. 
It never ends this side of heaven.

Consider your best friend in the 
whole world. You know them well, 
perhaps better than yourself, but 

every time you learn something 
new it's like you've discovered gold. 
We exclaim things like, "now that I 
know that, I feel like I didn't know 
you at all!" It's these discoveries that 
actually solidfy the friendship. When 
we are vulnerable with our friends, 
we grow closer.It is the exact same 
with God.

Each lesson we have with the 
children needs to be Catechesis. It 
needs to be religious instruction. 
After all, it is Special Religious 
Education. This is the doing of our 
faith. It is the understanding. It's the 
history and the practices and the 
functionality but Jesus must always 
be the heart of your lesson. It's always 
been Jesus and it will always be Jesus. 
He is the Good News. He is the 'why' 
for everything we do. And without 
him, none of this makes sense. We 
can teach about Jesus till we are blue 
in the face but that doesn't mean 
we or the children will know him 
any better.  The only way to come 
to know Jesus is to spend time with 
him in prayer, the Scriptures and the 
Eucharist.

The greatest gift you can bring to 
the children in the State School is a 
chance for them to spend time with 
Jesus. If we do that, the rest falls into 
place.

Want to discover more about 
Encountering Jesus? Consider coming 
along to the Catechist Retreat for 
a day of quiet, reflection, rest and 
encounter with the living Jesus.

The Simple Gospel
Encounter with Jesus

Written by 
Peter Gilmore
CCD & Evangelisation Coord.
Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region
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9:30am for Coffee and refreshments
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St Mary Star of the Sea

Call Cindy on 4640 8550  
or email cindy.oliver@dow.org.au

&

166 Fern St, Gerringong

M O N D AY  3  J U LY  2 0 1 7
St Greg’s College

100 Badgally Rd, Gregory Hills
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FOR CATECHIST COURSES 
BOOKINGS ARE ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL

TO BOOK, CALL MRS CINDY OLIVER ON 4640 8550

Coordinator Meetings (10:00-11:30am)

Illawarra-Shoalhaven   Jun 16
Xavier Centre, Wollongong  Nov 24

Macarthur-Highlands   Jun 19
Micah House, Campbelltown  Nov 27

Level III (9:30am-1:30pm)

Illawarra-Shoalhaven   Aug 4, 11, 18, 25 
Xavier Centre, Wollongong  Sept 1, 8

Macarthur-Highlands   Aug 7, 14, 21, 28
Micah House, Campbelltown  Sept 4, 11

Craft Day/Morning Tea (10:30-12:00pm)
Macarthur-Highlands   Oct 23
Micah House, Campbelltown  

Catechist Retreat (10:00am-2:00pm)

Illawarra-Shoalhaven   Jun 30
St Mary S. Sea, Gerringong 

Macarthur-Highlands   Jul 3
St Gregory's College, Campbelltown

Annual Catechist Mass (10:30am)

St Francis Xavier Cathedral  Nov 4

SUNDAYS 11AM-12PM / WEDNESDAYS 10-11PM ON 94.1FM

Catechist
CALENDAR 2017


