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It has been a wonderful start to the year for CCD in 
Wollongong with over fifty new Catechists joining 
our ranks throughout the Diocese. I’d like to offer 
a warm welcome to our new SRE teachers and a 
huge vote of thanks and assurance of prayers and 
ongoing support to all our Catechists who this year 
are impacting the lives of over 9000 young people per 
week. 

By now, many of you may have had the 
chance to have learnt a little about, or 
even the chance to meet our new Bishop 
Brian Mascord. If you haven’t, then 
look out for the article in this edition of 
CatechistNET which provides you with 
some rich insights into his passion for this 
ministry as part of a broader vision for 
renewal and evangelisation. Bishop Brian, 
a former primary school teacher himself, 
has a good understanding of the nature 
of the wonderful work our Catechists 
do in schools, and the amazing role that 
Catechists play in forming young people 
in the faith of their family through Special 
Religious Education.

Importantly, Bishop Brian has also assumed the responsibility 
amongst his Brother Bishops in NSW for overseeing the priorities 
of the Catholic Conference of Religious Educators in State Schools 
(CCRESS). CCRESS members, representing the Dioceses of NSW/ACT, 
support each other in the delivery of SRE and in working with the 
Department of Education and Government to ensure that Catholic 
parents and carers with children in state schools have access to high 
quality Religious Education.

Shortly, SRE teachers across Christian 
denominations in all schools across NSW will 
be provided with new Christian SRE brochures 
to send home with children from their classes. 
It is estimated that these brochures will end 
up in around 400,000 homes, giving parents/
carers a clear snapshot of the important role 
SRE plays in a well-rounded education of 
children and will give assurances about the 
quality of programs and teaching that occurs. 
The Diocese of Wollongong has coordinated 
the development of this brochure for the 
32-member churches of the Inter Church 
Commission for Religious Education in 
Schools (ICCOREIS). The distribution of these 
brochures will be coordinated with a broader 

print and radio campaign highlighting the importance of SRE as a 
unique, strong feature of Education in NSW.
  

INFORMATION
FOR 

FAMILIES

WWW.CHRISTIANSRE.COM.AU

The Inter-Church Commission on Religious Education in Schools (ICCOREIS) represents the following Christian churches:Dioceses of the Anglican Church of Australia from the Province of NSW; Dioceses of the Roman Catholic Church in NSW; Uniting Church in Australia NSW Synod; Baptist Union of NSW; Presbyterian Church of Australia in the State of NSW; Churches of Christ in NSW; Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia; Lutheran Church of Australia NSW District; The Salvation Army (Australia Eastern Territory); Fellowship of Congregational Churches; Australian Christian Churches in NSW; Christian Brethren Assemblies in NSW; Serbian Ortho¬dox Church in Australia and New Zealand - NSW and ACT Deaneries.
ICCOREIS is a member of All Faiths SRE NSW (AFSRE) 

which includes Bahai, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Islamic, Jewish and representatives

CONTACT US

PO BOX 756
Newcastle 2300

02 4979 1335
execofficer@iccoreis.asn.au

for regular updates about SRE,facebook.com/christiansrensw

WHY CHOOSE CHRISTIAN SRE?
Fulfilling the aims of the Declaration on Educational Goals 
for Young Australians (Melbourne 2008), Christian SRE 
helps students to ‘become successful learners, confident 
and creative individuals, and active and informed citizens’. 
It aids them to ‘have a sense of self-worth and personal 
identity that enables them to manage their emotional, mental, spiritual and physical wellbeing’.

“It is wonderful that we have in our schools an 
understanding that humans are made up of three 
parts, mind, body and spirit, and we need to provide 
sustenance to each part of what makes us fully 
human. SRE has a very important role to fulfil in our 
schools.” 
– NSW Education Minister, The Hon. Rob Stokes

The NSW Government published the independent SRE 
Review findings and recommendations in 2017.  These 
highlighted how SRE positively contributes to students’ 
understanding of their cultural heritage, is an avenue for 
their spiritual care, builds tolerance in schools, promotes 
multiculturalism, contributes to a well-rounded education, 
and connects schools with their local community. 
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An important message about 
WWCC renewals

I am really looking forward to CCD  Retreats to be held 
later this year. It is always a wonderful opportunity to 
come together in prayer with Catechists from across the 
Diocese, to share stories and support each other in this 
work. If you haven’t been before, I encourage you to 
take note of the promo in this edition of CatechistNET 
and assure you that if you can attend, you will walk 
away from the day feeling buoyed and encouraged.

Finally, I’m sure you will join with me in acknowledging 
the important work done by our Parish Coordinators 
in ensuring a smooth start to the year. Their work 
is invaluable for teacher and student book orders, 
authorisation tasks, meetings and training requirements 

all being attended to. Without them, it is hard to know 
how we could get this big ship underway each and every 
year!

Mr Jude Hennessy
Diocesan Director
Office of Renewal & Evangelisation
Wollongong

In NSW a Working With Children Check 
lasts for five years and must be renewed to 
remain valid.

Therefore Working With Children (WWC) numbers will 
start to expire from June 2018.

When it is time to renew your WWC number, the Office 
of the Children's Guardian will send you a reminder email 
to you.The email will be sent three months before your 
WWC number expires and explain what you need to do to 
renew it.

• Keep your contact details up to date so you can be 
advised when to renew. Go to  
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au and click “Update 
your details”.

• If you don’t know your WWC number, go to  
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/check/apply and click 
“Find Your WWC number”.

The WWC number renewal cannot start until you receive 
your email alert. You can renew at any time from the date 
of the email alert until the date your current number will 
expire.

After completing the WWC number renewal you will be 
sent an email confirmation with a new expiry date for 
your WWC number.

Send these details to your Parish Coordinator. Your Parish 
Coordinator will inform the CCD Leadership Team of your 
new expiry date. We will then re-verify your renewed 
WWC number and new expiry date.

2 3
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The Children's 
Guardian sends 
you a reminder 
3-months 
before expiry.

You renew by 
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Guardian 
website
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WWCC & 
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www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au



Since being installed as Bishop 
of Wollongong, Bishop Brian 
has been nominated to be the 
representative for CCD on the 
Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference. A huge honour 
to represent such a wonderful 
group of people! So I took this 
opportunity to have a quick 
5-question interview with our 
new Bishop of Wollongong.

Bishop Brian, what was the last book 
you read and what did you get from 
reading it?

One of the Chronicles of Brother 
Cadfael [novels by Ellis Peters]. What 
did I get from reading it? Don't give 
up! Test all the avenues and discover 
the truth.

How do you feel about the ministry of 
SRE? What has given you hope and 
inspiration from within the ministry of 
catechesis? What has challenged you? 

I think there is a huge difference 
between Faith and Catechesis. 
We all learn about our religion, 
but we experience Faith. Belief is 
caught not taught. I learnt about 
my religion through my schooling 
and other avenues of formation, 
but I experienced faith through the 
people that I was associated with, 
my parents, classmates, friends.  
As educators, those who teach as 
Catechists, we need to be in a deep 
relationship with Jesus. If we are not 
then the influence we have on the 
children in our care only happens on 
one level, a “head level”. But when 
we are in relationship with Jesus, we 

have the added benefit of being with 
them on a much deeper level.

Is there a particular image or experience 
you associate with mission and ministry 
from which you draw strength and 
courage?

There are two images that 
particularly come to mind: Jesus 
washing the feet of his disciples and 
the Good Shepherd.

What words of wisdom or 
encouragement might you have for 
Catechists?  

It is not what you teach the children 
that is important but rather who you 
are in Jesus that they get to know. 
We are called to know Jesus and 
make him known, so my words of 
encouragement are to get to know 
Jesus.

And finally, imagine you are on 
pilgrimage to the Red Centre of 
Australia, deep in the heart of the 
outback. You lose your bearings and 
end up wandering the desert. What five 
things do you have with you to ensure 
your survival?

Umbrella for shade, a box of matches 
to light a fire as signal, plastic bags 
to wrap around branches to gather 
water through condensation, a book 
to read and, of course, food.

Thanks so much for taking the time to 
talk to us, Bishop! You'll certainly be in 
our prayers.

Interviewed by 
Trish McCarthy 
CCD & Evangelisation Coord.
Macarthur-Highlands Region

Interview with 
Bishop Brian Mascord

Bishop Brian receiving his mitre, the 
symbol of his teaching authority as 
Bishop of the diocese.
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9:30am for Coffee and refreshments

F R I D AY  1 2  O C T  2 0 1 7 1 0 A M  t o  2 P M

St Mary Star of the Sea

Call Cindy on 4640 8550  
or email cindy.oliver@dow.org.au

&

166 Fern St, Gerringong

M O N D AY  1 5  O C T  2 0 1 7
Mount Carmel Retreat Centre

247 St Andrews Rd, Varroville

There are many ways to carry a load. Some loads can 
be awkward, heavy or unexpected. Some can be light, 
interesting or helpful. All have potential to lead us more 
deeply into our relationship with Jesus. It is not unusual 
to find ourselves carrying certain ‘cares’ as we journey 
through life – caring indicates something is important to 
us. 

In his letter, St Peter invites to cast ALL our cares upon 
the Lord, whatever form they take. This ultimately frees 
us to be attentive to the Lord, to have space to listen to His 
voice calling us to healing, restoration, peace, mission, 
sacrifice, abundance, consolation. The gifts He wishes to 

exchange for our cares are many but first we must empty 
our hearts and our hands to receive them!

You are invited to make a retreat this 
October, lay your cares at the feet of 
Jesus, and receive His gifts through 
Word, Sacrament, and community. 
Led by Father Sean Cullen (Bowral 
Parish), this is a day not to be missed.

Trish McCarthy
CCD & Evangelisation Coordinator
Macarthur-Highlands Region
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As Catechists, we are bearers of 
the “GOOD NEWS” to the children 
we teach. Our lessons should be 
interesting, instructive, creative and 
inspiring. The children should want to 
come to our lessons. One way I have got 
my children keen and interested is with 
the GOOD NEWS BOX. 

How do you make a 
Good News Box?
 
It is created from a “Post Box” 
purchased from the Post Office (from 
$3.50) They come in many sizes, I 
recommend two,  a small one (32cm 
24cm) and a larger one (32cm by 
4cm) that are used depending what 
is going to enhance the GOOD NEWS 
message. These boxes are strong and 
by making two slits in the top and 
threading strong ribbon or string you 
can make a handle to carry the GOOD 
NEWS BOX. The outside is covered 
with many labels with “GOOD 
NEWS” written on them.

What goes in a Good News Box 
and how might I use it?

The GOOD NEWS BOX contains 
the essential element to catch 
the children’s attention as an 
introduction to the lesson. Study 
the lesson, find the theme, read the 
scripture passage or story and think 
about the message, pray to the Holy 
Spirit for guidance. This will help you 
to find that special thing to catch the 
children’s imagination and wonder.

For the lesson on Palm Sunday the 
GOOD NEWS BOX could contain an 
Australian Flag and Palm Branches 
and the story of Jesus riding into 
Jerusalem. The first lesson of the year 
the GOOD NEWS BOX could contain 
the Bible – God's Good News. Here 
are other examples of how The GOOD 
NEWS BOX can be used – The story 
of Daniel, a loin is in the box. For the 
miracle of Jesus curing a blind man, 
a blindfold. Story books, flash cards, 
picture, a statue, enlarged pictures 

from a children’s book. Anything to 
catch the children’s attention so they 
want to hear more. The items in the 
GOOD NEWS BOX also help you to 
stay focused on the lesson theme, 
scripture and message.

When presenting the GOOD NEWS 
BOX be enthusiastic and have a sense 
of wonder, mystery and excitement 
as you look into the box to find out 
what is there. When used regularly 
you will find the children asking 
“What is in the GOOD NEWS BOX 
today?” The answer is “Wait and find 
out.”

Thanks Sr Joan for this great tip that 
shows us a really simple but effective 
way to engage our classes! We'll 
definitely have to give it a try. 

Are you a Catechist with a secretly 
simple but wonderfully useful idea 
that we could all use in the classroom? 
Please contact us and we might just 
feature it here in CatechistNET!

How to hook your class:
Good News Box

Written by 
Sr Joan Goodwin
Parish Coordinator
Unanderra Parish
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How long have you been a 
Catechist? 
This is my third year of teaching 
catechism to children.

What inspired you to be a 
Catechist? 
The love of God and His word and the 
love of children. I live my faith fully 
and want children to know the faith 
and love of God. I want the children 
to know Our Lady and all of her 
qualities.

What do you enjoy about 
teaching SRE? 
I truly get excited when I speak 
of God and when I see the little 
ones with open hearts listen and 
understand the truth. It's then that 
I’m truly happy and fulfilled.

What do you find most 
challenging?
The research that is done behind the 
scenes, and the preparation for each 
class. Many hours have gone into 
creating these classes.

The crafts need much research and 
preparation but it is all worth it, as in 
its simplicity the children enjoy the 
class, and with this enjoyment the 
children with their open hearts love 
learning.

Do you have a particular talent/
skill that you make use of in the 
classroom?
 I use many vehicles to get to the 
children. Some may see it as the craft 
I use and the research that is done.    

These are all vital and important and 
I really enjoy it, but in truth I believe 
my particular talent is to speak 
simply and openly on the level of the 
child, and to then use the vehicles 
that the little ones enjoy. I change the 
activity every week so as not to allow 
the children to become bored. I use 
craft, videos, puzzles, and PowerPoint 
displays. I will also use song and 
music. All these things we all know 
little ones love. 

Can you tell us about a lesson 
that went very well?
In my first year of teaching, there was 
one girl who always asked me a lot of 
questions. There was one particular 
occasion last year, I don’t remember 
the question she was asked, but this 
girl said “I don’t understand”, then 
I found the right words to explain 
the question being asked of me, and 
she said to me “I understand now.” 
It makes everything worthwhile 
when the children understand what 
I am teaching and that they also are 
learning.

Can you share a heart warming 
experience?
In my first year of teaching, a girl in 
year 1, always sat alone. She would 
say, “Sit next to me,” She always 
asked me questions about Our Lady 
and Jesus. Then one time she said, 
“You just love don’t you.” I smiled 
at her, and said, “Yes.” Towards the 
end of the first year, I gave this girl a 
pin of a guardian angel. She did not 
have any friends. I explained to her 
this angel is to remind you of your 
guardian angel, who is always there 
with you, and that you are never 
alone. She said to me “This is special. 
It was yours.” I said, ”Yes, but I want 
you to have it now.“ On the last day 
of scripture for the year, she wore the 

guardian angel pin, and showed me 
she still wears it.

On returning to class this year, the 
children I taught from last year, 
came running to me saying, “Miss 
Gabrielle, you’re back. Group hug.” 
They all gave me a group hug - a very 
warm welcome back to scripture.
There are so many occasions that 
make me smile. I love all the children 
I teach.

Any last words?
The most important aspect to me, 
is that this current generation of 
children know the truth of God and 
Our Lady. Most are unknowing of the 
faith, in its pure sense in our current 
times, much has been watered down 
and altered. Much is hidden from 
view. If I can impart what I know to 
the children, then there is no greater 
purpose to my heart. If I may inspire 
others in anyway through the work 
I have done so as to help many other 
children, then I’m truly gratefully 
happy.  I am happy to give assistance 
to anyone who asks for it, or show 
them my material. All is to benefit 
the little ones who will hold the truth 
in the years to come.

Thanks so much for sharing so openly 
with us, Gabrielle! Your story, your heart 
and your sense of mission is definitely 
inspiring.

We are constantly trying to refresh 
and improve the CatechistNET 
magazine. Our goal is to keep 
you in the loop, to encourage and 
inspire you in ministry and to offer 
insights and tips. Your Story will 
be a spotlight on one of our 600+ 
Catechists in our diocese – who they 
are, why they are in the ministry 
and some of their most memorable 
moments. We hope these stories 
inspire you. 

Your Story: 
Gabrielle, Nowra Parish
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Important 
Calendar Dates for 2018

BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL
TO BOOK, CALL MRS CINDY OLIVER ON 4640 8550

Coordinator Meetings (10:00-11:30am)
Illawarra-Shoalhaven   Jun 15
Xavier Centre    Nov 23
Macarthur-Highlands   Jun 18
Micah House    Nov 26

Level II (9:30am-1:30pm)
Illawarra-Shoalhaven   Aug 10, 17, 24, 31 
Xavier Centre    Sept 7, 14
Macarthur-Highlands   Aug 13, 20, 27
Micah House    Sept 3, 10, 17

Craft Day/Morning Tea (10:30-12:00pm)
Micah House    Oct 22

Catechist Retreat (10:00am-2:00pm)
Illawarra-Shoalhaven   Oct 12
St Mary Star of the Sea, Gerringong 
Macarthur-Highlands   Oct 15
Mount Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville 

Annual Catechist Mass (10:30am)
St Francis Xavier Cathedral  Nov 10

Level II Catechist 
Training 2018

Don't miss this opportunity to take your 
skills and understanding to the next 
level. There's always something new to be 
learned. Come to hear from experienced 
teachers and theologians in a relaxed 
environment. See above dates.


